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As we begin to wind down this year our 
thoughts are beginning to focus on plan-
ning for yet another year’s events. As 
mentioned at our October meeting, I’d 
really like to step up the fun flys next 
year, beginning possibly in April and hav-
ing a monthly contest through September 
or even October.  I see these as a great 
way to “open up” around other club mem-
bers, have some fun at each other’s ex-
pense, and share in a common goal, 
(Trying to beat out Al Myers!). 

To have more events, we will definitely 
need more of you to step up to the plate 
and volunteer to help coordinate and run 
each month. If we begin early, hopefully 
we can spread the work around.  Neither 
Al nor I can coordinate or run every event, 
but I’m sure there are those of you that 
could. 

Also, I know there was interest in having 
a two day sanctioned fun fly event with 
prizes and sponsors. This is definitely doa-
ble, and we need to start now on the plan-
ning. So we’ll reach out to those who had 
the idea to see if it can come to fruition.  

Later this month we’ll host our annual 
Turkey Shoot, so we’ll have a detailed re-
cap of that in the December Dope Can. As 

for other 2017 events, we will definitely 
continue hosting float flys on the first Sat-
urday and third Friday of every month, 
beginning in April and ending in Septem-
ber. Most of these events saw great 
weather this year and brought out a large 
contingent of pilots.  

It has been suggested we move our War 
Bird Day to a date later in the year, possi-
bly sometime early fall, so we’ll definitely 
be looking at moving this on the calendar. 
The weather just hasn’t cooperated the 
last few years to have it in July. Generally, 
it’s been really hot and extremely windy 
during the dates we’ve planned. Stay 
tuned on when we’ll schedule this.  

Here are a couple of reminders for the 
month of November. First, because our 
December meeting falls after Christmas, 
we’re only going to have one opportunity 
to bring in food items for the St. Damian’s 
food pantry. So please bring all non-
perishable food items to the November 
meeting. This will be your only chance.  

Secondly, we’ll be holding our club nomi-
nations for President, Secretary, and Safe-
ty Officer (Heli’s) for the December elec-
tion. Assuming I’ll be nominated, I will run 
for President once again for the 2017 
year.  However, I’ve already alluded to 
the fact that when I began this journey, I 
made a commitment to myself to do it for 
5 years, and now this will be my sixth. So, 
with that, I believe it’s time I begin think-
ing of stepping aside to let someone else 
fill the spot. As I see it, turnover is a good 
thing as to not become stagnant, and I 

(Continued on page 4) 

Even Better 
Next Year! 

2016 Annual Christmas Food Drive 
 
Our Annual Food Collection for Thanksgiving was sort of lost with the late 
monthly meetings. So let’s see if we can’t recover for Christmas! Let’s try and 
bring a large donation to the November Meeting which we can donate to the St. 
Damian food pantry for Christmas distribution.  We are an AMA Leader Club so 
let’s keep up the good work and give a little back.  What we’re asking is for eve-
ryone to bring a can or some non perishable item to the November 22nd meet-
ing.  We are giving away a lot of very nice items for the Raffle I think it would be 
nice if we all  brought in a few cans or something non perishable to help make 
the Christmas for the less fortunate a little nicer.  There will be containers at the 
door of the VFW for your convenience.  THANKS in advance. 



 

 

Page 2 

 Volume 116 Issue  11 

   

Strictly RC 

“Your 

Hobby Store 

Headquarters” 

 

7713 W. Lawrence 

Norridge, IL 

(708) 456-9100 

www.strictlyrc.net 

 

1551 S. 94th Ave.. 

Orland Park, IL. 60462 

Phone: 

708.349.(TOYS)8697 

Fax 

708.349.4001 

Website 

www.hobbytown.com/ilop 

Email 

htusaopil@sbcglobal.net 

Please support 
our Sponsors! 

Over 100 Ready to Fly 
ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  
The store is now twice as big! 

(708) 597-4197  
“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!” 

GENTLE JUNGLE 

October 2016 Meeting Minutes 

Suburban Aero Club of Chicago  
Minutes of 

General Monthly Meeting 
 October 25, 2016 

At the VFW club in Tinley Park, IL. 
Greg Stevens, Acting Secretary 

 
Meeting called to order at : 7:05 pm, by President Greg Stevens. There were 32 

members present (Not including half the Board!) 

Reports by Committees or Officers:  

Secretary Minutes: By Greg Stevens (Acting Secretary).  

Minutes for the September meeting were not written up, so there was nothing 
to vote on.  

Treasurer’s Report: By Dale Thome.  

A motion to accept the treasures report as read was made by Pat Habel and 
seconded by Bob Haas. Motion Carried. 

Safety Officers:   

Planes by Chuck Fritz. None, not present. 

Helicopter by Bob Stroz, None, not present. 

Field:  

Club decided to hold on asphalt seal coat and crack fill until spring 2017.  

Mike to replace the plastic Lipo bucket with a metal bucket and chain it to the 
fence. 

Trees were mulched by the Forest Preserve. OK job but not great. 

Regarding the weather station, Verizon will give us blue tooth for router, we 
just need to figure out when we want this done. Mike has researched various 
models and will bring in three for discussion. 

Past Events:  

Auction was held October 13th. Had a good turnout, with a lot of nice air-
planes. 

Michael Consuegra won the E-Flite P-47 and Pat Hable won the $50.00 
raffle prizes. 

Future Events:  

Turkey Shoot scheduled for November 13th at 9:00 am 

Christmas raffle will feature a DX-8 transmitter and receiver. 

First Flight scheduled for January 1, 2017 at dawn. 

Annual banquet will be scheduled for the first part of March, stay tuned. 

Float Flys will be held the first Saturday and Third Friday beginning in April. 

Business:  

Nominations for President, Secretary, and Safety Officer (Heli’s) will be open 
at the November meeting for voting in December. 

Because of our December meeting scheduled for after Christmas, we will be 
collecting food donations only at the November meeting. 

Next meeting: Tuesday November 22, 2016  

Gooney Bird: 

Frank Trupes for buying a plane at the auction that wouldn’t fit in his car and 
then reselling it that same night, and for taking out Rex’s plane in mid-air col-
lision at the field. 

Meeting Adjourned at: 8:15 pm. 

 

http://www.strictlyrc.net
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Please support 
our Sponsors! 

 

Bestitched 

 

Embroidery & Imprinting 

Phone: 708.754.9070 

Fax: 708.754.9090 

 

410 Ashland Ave.  

Suite 100 

Chicago Heights, Il. 60411 

 

Find us on the Web at 

bestiched.com 

Winner! 
 
Rex Platner was the lucky 

winner of the October raffle’s 

grand prize, a Big Stik 60.  

You’ve got a great flying air-

plane there, Rex, congratula-

tions! Hope you get many en-

joyable flights with it. 

Gooney! 
 
Gooney patches are becoming so popular members 

are doubling down to get them! For example, Frank 

Trupes wins in October for not one but two inci-

dents. First he purchased a really big airplane at the 

annual auction without considering that its 9 foot 

wingspan wouldn’t fit in his car. Discovering this, 

and thinking quickly, he brought it back into the 

auction and sold it to someone with a larger car! 

The second incident happened out on the field 

where he and Rex Platner had a mid-air collision.  

Frank demolished Rex’s plane in the incident and 

was able to land his plane without damage. Hats off 

to Frank, a tough competitor in the Gooney competi-

tion! 

Auction 2016 by Ron Wegrzyn 

Good crowd, lotsa fun!  Thanks to the helpers especially Christine Sula and Mary Jane at the door.  Frank, Bob, 
and Fred kept the auction items coming up and John York and Rob Walker helped me keep track of the bid-
ders.  Set up was pretty quick with Frank, Fred, John, and Rob.  Take down went good this year even without Sam.  
Yea, he went down to his place in Florida.  Rob, Fred, Cub Boy, John, Bob and me.  There were more but I was 
tired and can’t remember all that helped.  We had sellers from all over and a lot of stuff was bought and sold.  Pam 
the bar tender said she made 13 pizzas so the crowd was well fed.   We’re already looking forward to next year.  I 
chose a young boy to draw the winning ticket for the P-47 and believe it or not he drew his brother’s ticket!  What 
luck! The $50.00 second prize was won by Pat Habel.   Keep us on your calendar for next year.  Should be same 
time same place.  Oh yea, can’t forget Bob Van Huis my right hand man.  We both got there about 3:30 to start 
planning the set up.  Just like the Float Flys, I couldn’t do it with out him. 



 

 

feel to some extent I’m becoming stagnant and we should have new leadership with fresh ideas and a new ap-
proach.  Whoever steps up will not just be thrown into it. Everything is pretty much scripted and we’ll all be around 
to help out. This will also give me a chance to step into a different position where I could help out and possibly ex-
pand that role, whatever it is.   

So with that, I’ll end this newsletter and hope to see you all at our November meeting. 

The Mustang Minute (Continued from page 1) 

Page 4 

First Flight of 2017 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For brave souls only!  Official sunrise is 7:18 am for January 1, 2017, but takeoff can be any 
time after midnight as long as you have a witness that will vouch for you.  Gate will be open 
at 6:00am 
 
RULES 
 
1. No lights on aircraft. 

2. You must takeoff from SAC’s runways, grass or black top. 

3. You must takeoff from the ground (wheels, skis, skids, etc) no hand launches. 

4. You must fly for two minutes.  Your assistant will vouch for you. 

5. You can land (or crash) anywhere you want as long as you complied with the two 
minutes flight time. 

 
For the winners efforts you will get a First Flight Patch Nitro, First Flight Patch Electric, and 
of course the First Crash Patch.  Yes you can get First Crash and First Flight; I did last year  
 

Ron Wegrzyn 
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November Raffle Prize 
 

Blade 180 QX GD RTF 
 

 SAFE Technology 
 
 Video Camera 
 
 Transmitter included 
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October Show and Tell    by Phil Arnold 

Al Myers showed off  and discussed his 

new Graupner Tramsmitter at the Octo-

ber meeting.  Al says this is a really nice 

radio for the price but the programming 

is difficult to understand.  He had to go 

to a number of web sites to get the infor-

mation and help that he needed.  Your 

editor does not have the specific model 

number for this radio, so see Al if you’d 

like more information. 

Jim Klee brought his Carl Goldberg Falcon 56 

to the October meeting.  This is a vintage and 

rather famous wooden kit-built design that Jim 

has constructed and covered (quite expertly, it 

would appear) with Ultracote.  The plane has a 

56 inch wing span and Jim has outfitted it with 

5 servos, an OS 46FX engine and a JR radio.  

Beautiful plane, Jim, thanks for demonstrating 

it can still be done from a box of sticks. 

Robert Haas demonstrated his 

green Traxxas Summit Truck at 

the October meeting.  This is a 

4x4, two-speed, electric-

powered truck with lots of flexi-

bility and available accessories.  

Thanks for the demo, Bob 



 

 

2016 SAC OFFICERS 

President Greg Stevens 815.463.9044 

Vice President Mike Zubik 708.945.4548 

Safety Officer (Airplanes) Chuck Fritz 708.259.7928 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Bob Stroz 708.990.6269 

Secretary Sam Helmich 815.464.0048 

Treasurer Dale Thome 815.469.1944 

Board Member Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.798.7242 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Sam Helmich  Planes 815.464.0048 

Chuck Fritz Planes 708.259.7928 

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 2017 

     Dues: $55 (Regular)    $10 (under 18)              **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you.  Emailed copies and paper copies 
picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________   AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________       Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:       

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________            Phone: (        ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note:  The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website.  If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s).  Example:    Email: ____________ 

   
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 

Dale Thome,  21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 

  

 


