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First, to put you right to sleep, a little up-
date on H.R. 636. I’m sure by this time 
most of us have either heard from fellow 
modelers or through AMA emails the go-
ings on of what has been termed the 
(FAA) Reauthorization Act of 2016 (H.R. 
636) and where it stands in Congress. 
Believe me, it’s no wonder why things 
take so long in government. Through 
emails I received from AMA, I recently 
contacted Senator Richard Durbin and re-
ceived the following letter summarizing 
where it now stands. Here is a quick syn-
opsis of the letter from Senator Durbin.  

On April 19, the Senate passed their ver-
sion of the FAA Reauthorization Act of 
2016, which contains provisions that 
would require model aircraft to be operat-
ed under a community-based set of safety 
guidelines. It also would prohibit model 
aircraft from flying beyond the visual line 
of site of the operator and more than 400 
feet in altitude. In most cases, this legisla-
tion would require the operator of any 
model aircraft flying within five miles of an 
airport to notify the airport operator and 
air traffic control tower prior to the flight. 

Senator James Inhofe of Oklahoma of-
fered an amendment that would have 
modified provisions applicable to model 

aircraft. This amendment would have lift-
ed requirements on model aircraft to meet 
new FAA design standards and safety test-
ing. This amendment was not included in 
the final version of the FAA reauthoriza-
tion passed by the Senate on April 19.  

As the flying capabilities of model air-
planes become more sophisticated, the 
FAA has been tasked with regulating their 
use within the National Airspace System. 
Enthusiasts, on the other hand, contend 
that model airplanes pose a minimal risk 
when their operators adhere to basic safe-
ty guidelines and that FAA focus should on 
regulating larger, unmanned aircraft. 

As the Senate works with the House of 
Representatives to send a final FAA Reau-
thorization bill to the President for signa-
ture, I will keep your concerns in mind. 

Thank you again for your message. Please 
feel free to keep in touch. 

Sincerely, 

Richard J. Durbin 

United States Senator 

If I understand this correctly, the Senate 
did not incorporate some of AMA’s sug-
gestions into the final version of the Sen-
ate bill. One of the provisions would re-
quire all UAS, including model aircraft, to 
meet new FAA design and production 
standards and impose unnecessary regu-
lation on hobbyists who often build their 
own models at home. It also imposes new 

(Continued on page 2) 

Mostly 
Legal Stuff 
this Month! 

 

 
 

        Comin’ Up... 

     More Float Flys and a Fun Fly  

     Memorial Day Float Fly May 28.  See Page 3 

     Complete Event Schedule on Page 5  
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Strictly RC 
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7713 W. Lawrence 

Norridge, IL 

(708) 456-9100 
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1551 S. 94th Ave.. 

Orland Park, IL. 60462 

Phone: 

708.349.(TOYS)8697 
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708.349.4001 

Website 
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April 2016 Meeting Minutes 

Please support 
our Sponsors! 

Over 100 Ready to Fly 
ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  
The store is now twice as big! 

(708) 597-4197  
“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!” 

GENTLE JUNGLE 

Suburban Aero Club of Chicago  
Minutes of 

General Monthly Meeting 
 April 26, 2016 

At the VFW club in Tinley Park, IL. 
Sam Helmich, Secretary 

 

Meeting called to order at : 7:05 pm, 
by President Greg Stevens. There were 44 
members present.  Two new members 
were introduced:  Ray Morris and Keith 
Rybolt 
 

Reports by Committees or Officers: 
 
Secretary Minutes:  By Sam Helmich. 
A motion to accept the minutes as 
amended, was made by Rex Plattner, and 
seconded by Chuck Fritz. Motion carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: By Dale Thorne. 
A motion to accept the treasures report as 
read was made by Ken Halberg and se-
conded by Mike Zubik. Motion Carried. 
 
Safety Officers: 
Planes by Chuck Fritz. 
Be safe, open up the box and make sure 
it’s locked at the end of the day. 
 

Helicopters by Mike Zubik 
Discussion regarding new designated area 
signs.  Only prototypes at this point until 
we decide what the final version will be.  
Mad Labs paying for the fabrication.  Brian 
from Chicago Drone Racers should be 
here at next meeting to discuss. 
 

Field: 
Still trying to find an aerator.  Sam has 
access to trailer and Pete’s tractor is still 
available when we need it.  
Weather station will be put to a vote to 
see if we want to purchase it.  Ballot will 
be added to Dope Can.  
 

Past Events. 
First float fly was held April 15th, good 
turnout – 20 pilots. 
 

New Business: 
Forest Preserves “Right of Access Agree-
ment” was signed by President Greg and 
forwarded to them. 
 
Next meeting.  May 24, 2016  
 

Gooney Bird   
Dale McClure for crashing three helicop-
ters in one day.  
 

Meeting Adjourned at:  8:20 pm 

requirements on model aircraft operations 
within 5 miles of airports, potentially 
jeopardizing hundreds of existing flying 
sites. And finally, the bill creates an un-
necessary and unsubstantiated require-
ment for AMA members ages 13 and 
above to take an online FAA safety test 
and carry proof of passing the test when 
flying.  

Apparently the more favorable House ver-
sion of the FAA reauthorization bill still 
needs to go to a floor vote. Once the 
House and Senate bills are passed, they 
go to a conference committee for another 
round of revisions and another Congres-
sional vote. As I understand this process 
could take weeks or months before being 
presented to the President to sign into 
law. Who knows, this could linger so long 
it could be signed by either Hillary or “The 
Don”. I urge each of you to contact your 
local representatives on this matter while 
we still have opportunities to shape the 
final legislation. So please, if you see an 
email from AMA regarding this matter, 
take a few minutes and notify your repre-
sentatives.  

If you’ve been out to the field I’m sure 
you’ve seen our new signs regulating the 
areas for flying airplanes, helicopters and 

U-control/drones. These have been fabri-
cated by one of our new sponsors, 
Madlabs, manufacturers of commercial 
drones. The signs that are presently up 
are only prototypes, with final signs being 
larger in size and fabricated from metal. 
So far these seem to be working nicely to 
help everyone, especially those that aren’t 
members, know where to go to fly. It also 
greatly helps if someone is flying from the 
wrong area to nicely tell them where they 
should go!!  

Related to the weather station, we’ve de-
cided to put it to a member vote at the 
May meeting to see if we want to move 
forward and purchase the weather sta-
tion. We are finding the cost of the station 
itself to be around $1,000.00.  Add to that 
a monthly fee and insurance cost of gen-
erally $25 to $30 dollars per month.  If 
you’re at the meeting you will be given a 
ballot at that time to vote. If you aren’t at 
the meeting I’ve included an absentee 
ballot on Page 12 of this Dope Can. Just 
vote Yes or No and put your name on the 
ballot and either email back to me or send 
to Sam Helmich at the address on the 
ballot prior to the May 24th meeting. Only 
one vote per member please.  

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.strictlyrc.net
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Winner 

Jim Osborne was the lucky winner of 
the grand prize raffle at the April SAC 
meeting.  He is shown at left holding 
his new Beaver.  Hope to see you and 
that Beaver at the float flys, Jim. 

Greg Stevens showed off his new 
Ares-Hobbytown  P-51D at the April 
meeting.  This electric-powered foam 
model has an 1100 mm wing span and 
runs on a 660 mAh 3s battery.  Greg 
says this plane is ready to go right out 
of the box and is very easy to fly.  He 
thinks it is a great bargain at $159.99.   
He says he bought it specifically to 
practice weathering and distressing to 
enhance the warbird look.  Nice job, 
Greg! 

Finally, I said at the last meeting that I would include in 
this DC a copy of the Right of Access Agreement that 
was signed by us as an agreement between our club and 
the Forest Preserve District as to what our responsibili-
ties are for maintaining the field. (See pp 6-11)  Gener-
ally the agreement is very one sided as to the roles and 
responsibilities that the club must adhere to, but really 

nothing new that we aren’t aware of or currently doing.  

Well that’s about it for now, so I wish you all a great 
flying season.  

Fly safe. 

Greg 

(Continued from page 2) 
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May 24  Tuesday 
June 9  Thursday 
July 14  Thursday 
August 11  Thursday 
September 27 Tuesday 

October 25   Tuesday 
November 22  Tuesday 
December 27  Tuesday 
 
Auction  October 13 Thursday 

 
2016 SAC Meeting Dates 

Meetings are Fourth Tuesday of month except for dates shown in red which are 
second Thursday of month 
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Please support 
our Sponsors! 

 

Bestitched 

 

Embroidery & Imprinting 

Phone: 708.754.9070 

Fax: 708.754.9090 

 

410 Ashland Ave.  

Suite 100 

Chicago Heights, Il. 60411 

 

Find us on the Web at 

bestiched.com 
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Official SAC Ballot 
 

Should the club purchase a weather station? 

 
________ Yes        ________  No 

 
Name:________________________________ 

 
Please bring your ballot to the May meeting or mail to: 

Sam Helmich, 11457 McKenna Drive, Frankfort, IL60423 

prior to the May  24
th 

meeting, 

or email to Greg Stevens gstevens@fvpd.net 

May Raffle Prize 
 

Rare Bear with AS3X Technology BNF Basic 
 

 
Key Features 
 Easy to complete final assembly 

 Capable of 100+ MPH (161 KPH)* flight speeds 

 Two-piece, plug-in wing and stabilizer with carbon-fiber joiner tubes 

 Officially licensed design, as seen at 
the 2014 World Championship Air 
Races 

 Spektrum™ AR636A DSMX® 6-
channel receiver (installed) 

 AS3X® technology delivers rock-
solid handling 

 Powerful 15-Size, 1200Kv brushless 
motor (installed) 



 

 

2016 SAC OFFICERS 

President Greg Stevens 815.463.9044 

Vice President Kevin Ragauskis 708.403.5565 

Safety Officer (Aircraft) Chuck Fritz 708.259.7928 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Mike Zubik 708.945.4548 

Secretary Sam Helmich 815.464.0048 

Treasurer Dale Thome 815.469.1944 

Board Member Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.798.7242 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Sam Helmich  Planes 815.464.0048 

Chuck Fritz Planes 708.259.7928 

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

(708) 747-4000 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 2016 

     Dues: $55 (Regular)    $10 (under 18)              **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you.  Emailed copies and paper copies 
picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________   AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________       Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:       

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________            Phone: (        ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note:  The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website.  If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s).  Example:    Email: ____________ 

   
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 

Dale Thome,  21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 

  


