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First off this month I would like to con-
gratulate Al Myers for being elected Life 
Member of the club.  Al joins a long list of 
current Life members including; John 
Boran, Jack Butler, Eleanor Graniczy, 
Evan Roberts, Tony Sedlak, and Art Zin-
kel. For those of us who know Al, he cer-
tainly deserves this status. He is a tireless 
advocate for the hobby and this club and 
not too bad of a builder! Thanks to all who 
voted; it was an overwhelming unanimous 
vote. 

Congratulations again to John Kallend 
who, at age seventy-something, set yet 
another sky jumping world record. I’m 
losing track of how many world records 
this is, but let’s just say it’s a lot and I 
still think he’s crazy. The photos in the DC 
show John along with 107 other certified 
crazy people jumping out of perfectly 
good airplanes! 

Since last month’s edition of the Dope 
Can we’ve had several events including 
our August Fun Fly, Heli Fun Fly, Labor 
Day Float Fly and Warbird Day. The Au-
gust Fun Fly had seven club members 
duking it out over two rounds of bomb 
drops, timed landing and pylon racing. 
This is the first time we’ve had pylon rac-
ing as an event and it was a blast. The 
competition was very heated and saw a 
spectacular display of luck as Ron 
Wegrzyn, flying a foamy Fun Cub, actually 
caught up and passed John York’s nitro 
powered plane on the last lap to win the 
heat!! (Actually, John missed the pylons a 
couple of times and had to fly back 
around), but needless to say an electric 
Fun Cub beat out a nitro fueled plane that 
was probably three times as fast as the 
electric.  After all was said and done, John 
York managed to claim first place, Al My-
ers came in second, (Yes, that’s Al’s first 
non-first place of the year) and yours tru-
ly came in third. Regretfully, somehow I 

misplaced the photos that John York took, 
so maybe I’ll find the file in time for next 
month’s newsletter. Sorry, John. 

The Heli Fun Fly saw more than 40 partici-
pants and several spectators who were 
awed by what the Gaui USA sponsored 
flyers; Mitch Marozas and Patric Hrus-
wicki, could do with their birds, not to 
mention the fun that everyone had watch-
ing and learning first-hand what FPV 
drone racing is all about. A big thank you 
to Mike Zubic, his wife Rose, and all the 
other heli guys who helped organize this 
event and donate their time. 

The Labor Day Float Fly had 26 partici-
pants at what turned out to be a beautiful 
fall day. No planes were lost and only one 
boat was lost to an ESC that made it go 
up in flames like a marsh mellow! We also 
lost a foamy plane the same way the 
week before. I didn’t personally witness it, 
but Ron said the flames were shooting 
two feet in the air by the time he reached 
it in the boat. The photo of the remains is 
elsewhere in this DC. Thank you to our 
cooks Frank Trupes and Ron Wegrzyn for 
keeping the dogs and burgers flowing.  

Last weekend saw our annual war bird 
day with 25 participants. The weather was 
gorgeous with a cool breeze. This was 
much better than the previous two years 
when we had it in mid-July with tempera-
tures in the 90’s. One of the high lights 
was John Kalends’ many scale jet models 
and WWII Spitfire complete with engine 
sound. Frank Trupes played the part of 
the commanding officer complete with 
military uniform. Thank you to Frank, his 
wife April and son Nick for supplying the 
hot dogs, chips and drinks. A fun time 
was had by all who participated.  

Now as we turn to the remainder of the 
year, there are only two scheduled events 
remaining including the club auction on 
October 12th and our Turkey Shoot fun fly 
on November 12th. As in year’s past we’ll 
tap the coffers and prize money will be 
awarded to all participants. This will be a 
member only event, so if you haven’t paid 
your dues you’re out of luck.  

Finally, as we are in the final quarter of 
2017 I think it’s time I make it official and 
say that I won’t be running for President 
in 2018. I started out saying that I would 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Month! 
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Strictly RC 

“Your 

Hobby Store 

Headquarters” 

 

7713 W. Lawrence 

Norridge, IL 

(708) 456-9100 

www.strictlyrc.net 

 

15551 S. 94th Ave.. 

Orland Park, IL. 60462 

Phone: 

708.349.(TOYS)8697 

Fax 

708.349.4001 

Website 

www.hobbytown.com/ilop 

Email 

htusaopil@sbcglobal.net 

Please support 
our Sponsors! 

 

Bestitched 

 

Embroidery & Imprinting 

Phone: 708.754.9070 

Fax: 708.754.9090 

 

410 Ashland Ave.  

Suite 100 

Chicago Heights, Il. 60411 

 

Find us on the Web at 

bestiched.com 

 

August 2017 Meeting Minutes 

Suburban Aero Club of Chicago  
Minutes of General Monthly Meeting 

August 10, 2017 
At the VFW club in Tinley Park, IL. 

Dale Disabato, Secretary 
 
Meeting called to order at: 7:05 pm, by President Greg Stevens, followed by The 

Pledge of Allegiance. There were 34 members present 

New Members: None 

Board Members present:  Greg Stevens, Mike Zubik, Dale Disabato, Ron 
Wegrzyn and Ed Labedz 

Board Members not present: Chuck Fritz, and Dale Thome  

Reports by Committees or Officers:  

Secretary’s Report: By Dale Disabato.  Minutes of the July 13, 2017 meet-
ing were read.  
Motion to accept Secretary’s Report as read was made by Rich Stroup, Se-
conded by Ron Wegezyn. Motion Carried.  

Treasurer’s Report: By Ann Dargis filling in for Dale Thome.   
A motion to accept the Treasures Report as read, was made by Mike Zubik, 
seconded by Dale Disabato. Motion Carried. 

Safety Officers Reports:  

Planes: Ron Wegrzyn made a suggestion for people to buy Dubro 
Latches to minimize canopy magnet failures. 

Helicopter: All good. Lots of cooperation by all. 

Website: No Report 

Old Business: Ballot box was not present to finish the voting for the nomination of Al 
Myers as a “Life Time Member”. There were enough early votes from the July meet-
ing to count up. SAC members at the August 10, 2017 meeting agreed to proceed 
with the tally of the votes from July. We will know the results at the September meet-
ing, or in the Dope Can. 

Field:  The west end of the runway where the grass meets the paved runway has 
been fixed.  The grass was too high, causing planes to flip over as they went from 
pavement to grass/ grass to pavement. The grass was leveled off even with the run-
way to make the transition between the two smoother.   

Past Events: The second Float Fly on August 5, 2017 was well attended. Thanks once 
again to Ron Wegrzyn for working with the FPDCC in getting the permit for the sec-
ond Float Fly.   

New Business: Ron Wegryzn brought mesh SAC hats to the meeting. If you still 
want a T-shirt with your name and the SAC logo or Jacket, see Ron after any meeting. 
Ron installed a new A.M.A. Windsock and American Flag. Cans for used batteries have 
been permanently installed at both the Plane and Helicopter pits. Saturday, August 
26, 2017; “Operation: Honor 2017” will be hosted in Blue Island. More volunteers 
are still needed. Flyers are needed for the football field. Small planes, helicopters and 
drone pilots because of the short field. Flying demos will be performed at 10:00 a.m., 
Noon, 2:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. Talk to Fred Burmeister or Ron 
Wegrzyn if you would like to volunteer your time in flying and/or working the static 
display.  

Steve from Hobbytown in Orland Park, announced their new website. You can now 
shop on-line at their store and see what’s in their inventory. Go to the Hobbytown 
website; go to “Store Location” (Orland Park). If the item(s) you wish to purchase are 
not in stock, the warehouse will deliver the order to Orland. When your order is in, 
Orland will send you an e-mail letting you know your order has arrived. You then have 
48 hours to pick up the item(s) you selected. The price you would pay on-line will be 
the same as in the store. 

Show and Tell:  Steve from Hobbytown in Orland also demonstrated an “X-Fly” min-
iature quad with lights. Price is $60.00, which requires a one cell battery, not included 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.strictlyrc.net
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ANNUAL SAC AUCTION 
Thursday,October 12, 2017 

Tinley Park VFW 
172nd and Oak Park Ave 

DOORS OPEN at 6:00 pm 

AUCTION STARTS AT 7:00 PM 
 

Buyers and Sellers:  $2.00 entry fee 
includes 1 raffle ticket. 

 

Sellers: $1.00 each for the First Ten Items 

brought to sell.  
Maximum fee is $12.00 no matter how many items to sell. 

 

 RAFFLE PRIZE  $50.00 cash 
Additional Raffle tickets are $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00 

 
More information: 

Contact Ron Wegrzyn 
708-478-8858 

ronwegrzyn@comcast.net 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE 
www.suburbanaeroclub.com 

 

Free parking in City lot one block south 
You are responsible for protecting the value of your own item. If the bidding 
price is not high enough, it is up to you to bid-it-up. All sales are final. SAC 
does not handle the money charges. Any money exchanges are between 

buyer and seller. 
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Warbird Day September 10, 2017 

Casey Clements 
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Frank Truppes and Greg (?) above left. 

Mike Gulick and Rob Walker above right. 

Rick Stroup and John Kalend below left. 

John Kallend below right. 
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Photos show a recent record-setting 
jump by 100 plus elderly folks in-

cluding our own John Kallend.  Hats 
off to John! See him for details. 

                                   ARE GOING TO NAVY PIER TO: 

 

 

 

JOIN US AT THE PIER FOR THE  

    2018  CHICAGO  AIR  AND  WATER  SHOW 

                    LEAVING KICKAPOO  (14500 So. Halsted)  

                    At 10:00a.m.   &   RETURNING  at 3:30 p.m. 

Send Check or Money Order Payable to: 

Ron Shields 

2316 W.  81st Street 

Chicago, Illinois 60620 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEATS    LEFT 

!! 

  2 0 1  8 

    CHICAGO   AIR SHOW 

        NAVY        PIER 

give it a run of five years, and now I’m completing my 
sixth, so it’s time to step aside and let someone else 
take if for a while. Like someone said, it’s “like pulling a 
band-aid off, you just need to do it and everything will 
be fine”. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my tenure as President 
and have made a lot of new friends and hopefully not 
too many enemies along the way. I’m not going any-
where and will be around to help out. I have all the files, 
so whoever runs should find it fairly easy to transition.  
That said, we’re going to have some significant changes 
come January. As far as I know, Dale Thome is still 
looking to step aside as Treasurer and I’ve heard rumors 
that Phil Arnold will be stepping down as Dope Can edi-
tor. I believe we’re in good hands at those two positions 
as Ann Dargis will be running for Treasurer and Rich 
Stroup is interested in becoming editor.  

Don’t forget that our next monthly meeting will be 
changing back to Tuesday evenings for the remainder of 
the year.  

See you at the field.  

Greg 

(Mustang Minute Continued from page 1) 
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September 

 

Raffle Prize 
 

 

Annual Food Drive 2017 
 

We have done this for the past 15 years now so let’s try and bring in even more this year.  SAC’s 
Annual Food Collections will be at the October and November meetings.  We are an 

AMA Gold Leader Club so let’s do something to earn the title.  What we’re asking is for eve-

ryone to bring some cans or some non perishable items to the October and November 
meetings.  We are giving away a lot of very nice items at our Monthly Raffles so I think it would be 
nice if we all  brought in something to help make the Thanksgiving and Christmas of the less fortunate a 
little nicer.  There will be containers at the door of the VFW for your convenience.  The food will go to 
the St. Damian Food Pantry.  THANKS in advance. 

 
Ron 

in the price of the quad. 

Future Events  

Sunday, August 13, 2017; Greg Stevens will be hosting the Fun Fly 9:00a.m. - Noon. 

Saturday, August 19, 2017; Mike Zubik will be hosting the Heli Fun Fly. They have the whole field re-
served through the FPDCC starting at 9:00a.m., so plane pilots will have to get their flying in before 
9:00a.m. 

Sunday, August 20, 2017; Palos RC will be hosting a Combat Flying event starting at 9:00a.m.   

Saturday, August 26, 2017; “Operation: Honor 2017” Blue Island Illinois 10:00a.m. to 10:00p.m. 

Saturday, September 2, 2017; Annual Labor Day Float Fly 

Sunday, September 10, 2017; Warbird Day 

See Dope Can for more information on the above events. 

Gooney Bird Award: Emmanuel Neri for bringing everything to the flying field except his transmitter. (See photo 
above.) 

Next meeting:  TUESDAY, September 26, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.  

(Minutes Continued from page 2) 

Emmanual Neri is shown above, on right, receiving the 
August Gooney from Ron Wegrzyn 

E-Flite PT-17 



 

 

2017SAC OFFICERS 

President Greg Stevens 815.463.9044 

Vice President Mike Zubik 708.945.4548 

Safety Officer (Aircraft) Chuck Fritz 708.259.7928 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Ed Labedz 708.460.4349 

Secretary Dale Disabato 815.690.9366 

Treasurer Dale Thome 630.640.7203 

Board Member Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.798.7242 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Chuck Fritz Planes 708.259.7928 

   

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

(708) 747-4000 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 
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 Dues: $55 (Regular)  $10 (under 18)  **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you. Emailed copies and paper copies 
picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________ AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________ Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:   

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________ Phone: ( ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note: The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website. If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s). Example: Email: ____________ 

  
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 
Dale Thome, 21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 

  


