
 

 

 Volume 116, Issue 1 

         AMA Leader Club No 274          www.suburbanaeroclub.com 

The Dope Can 

                                              

January SAC Dates  

 SAC Club Meeting  

         Jan 14 7:00 PM 

Tinley Park VFW 

172nd & Oak Park 

Ave. 

Tinley Park, IL. 
 

 

 Dope Can Articles 

   Deadline Jan 27 

 

 Dope Can Published 

   February 1 
 
  

 

Inside this Issue 
 

December Minutes    2 

January Raffle Prize   2 

December Gooney   3 

December Raffle Winners  3 

2016 SAC Schedules  4 

2016 Meeting Dates  4 

Banquet Announcement  5 

Tri-Village Swap   6 

Homer Glen Indoor  7 

Membership Application        8 

Emergency Information          8 

Officers and Instructors         8 

 

Dope Can Editor:     
        Phil Arnold 
        pgarnold@comcast.net 

January 2016 

  By: Greg Stevens  

                                                                               President 
The Mustang Minute 

Well here we are 
beginning yet 
another year full 
of fun and sur-

prises.  Life sure 
has its ups and 
downs, particu-

larly as we all 
get older. I know for me and my family 
2015 was full of plenty ups and downs 
and a few surprises thrown in.    Let’s all 

put an emphasis on “fun” this year and 
try to make it a great 2016 no matter 
what you do or where your paths may 
lead. 

For those who weren’t at the December 
meeting, we held our Board elections for 

President, Secretary and Safety Officer.  
As always, it was a closely contended race 
for all three positions.  Mike Zubik will 
continue to be our Safety Officer for helis, 

Sam Helmich will continue on another 
year as Secretary and I will continue for 
yet another year as club President.  What 

was interesting though, Sam and Mike got 
unanimous votes while I fell one vote 
short of getting a unanimous vote.  
Hmmm….go figure!!  (Am I going to have 
to get my Uncle Guido to break a few 
knees?!!)   

Regarding some field news, we took a 

member vote to see if we wish to continue 
paying to have our grass cut by Unique 
Lawn Services, or if we want to see how 
we would fair having the Forest Preserve 
District cut the grass.  I must say, going 

in I was a little nervous on how this vote 

might go because I know over the years 
there has been much debate (or arguing 
depending on how you want to call it) 
whether we should continue with the ser-
vice or save that amount of money.  After 
a brief open comment period we took the 
vote.  As it turned out the vote was unani-

mous, yes unanimous, to continue on with 
Unique and cut our own grass.  I would 
like to thank everyone who voted that we 
can be assured of continuing to have one 
of the best maintained fields in the area.  
Also, on the table was the discussion to 

fertilize the field and we all decided we 
should continue on with spring fertilizing.  
So Ron is taking that assignment to con-
tact the fertilizer crew to get things set up 

for the spring. 

The other important item we discussed 

was the changing of our meeting dates to 
the fourth Tuesday of every month.  As 
I’ve said, and most of you might be tired 
of hearing it, Thursday evenings are be-
coming more of a problem for me to make 

the meetings now that my kids are in to 
more school activities etc.   It seems as 
though no one really had any problem 
with Tuesdays so this year we’ll begin to 
see a transition to more Tuesday meet-
ings.  I say transition because not all the 

meetings will be on the fourth Tuesday 
due to some scheduling conflicts with the 
VFW.  The January meeting will still be on 
the second Thursday, or January 14th.  

And then during the summer months 
(June, July and August) we’ll go back to 
the second Thursday of the month so that 

we aren’t conflicting with the car shows 
that happen on Tuesdays during the sum-
mer.  I understand parking would be a 
nightmare on those evenings.  I’ve includ-
ed an updated meeting schedule in the 
Dope Can and as always I’ll be sending 
emails, but those of you who don’t get 

emails it will be in the DC.   

The Board met and also began locking 
down dates for our yearly events.  As of 
right now we continue to have place hold-
ers for our Float Flys pending any decision 

by the District.  Recently, we received an 

email from Jean Sheerin, Deputy Director 
at the District, telling us that Daniel Betts 
was promoted to another position.   The 
new Director of Permits will be Karen 
Vaughan who recently served as the 
spokesperson for Board President Toni 
Preckwinkle.  Jean went on to say they 

are continuing to work out a solution for 
permitting our float flys so we at least 
know it’s on their radar to come to a reso-
lution this year. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Strictly RC 

“Your 

Hobby Store 

Headquarters” 

 

7713 W. Lawrence 

Norridge, IL 

(708) 456-9100 

www.strictlyrc.net 

 

1551 S. 94th Ave.. 

Orland Park, IL. 60462 

Phone: 

708.349.(TOYS)8697 

Fax 

708.349.4001 

Website 

www.hobbytown.com/ilop 

Email 

htusaopil@sbcglobal.net 

November 2015 Meeting Minutes 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

Over 100 Ready to Fly 

ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  

The store is now twice as big! 
(708) 597-4197  

“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!” 

GENTLE JUNGLE 

Suburban Aero Club of Chicago  
Minutes of 

General Monthly Meeting 
 December 10, 2015 

At the VFW club in Tinley Park, IL. 
Sam Helmich, Secretary 

 

Meeting called to order at : 7:02 pm, 
by President Greg Stevens . There were 
54 members present.   

Reports by Committees or Officers:  

Secretary Minutes:  By Sam Helmich. 
A correction to the minutes was made as 

the meeting date for Jan / June / July / 

Aug will be the 2th Thursday. A motion to 
accept the minutes as amended, was 
made by Rex, and seconded by Ron 
Wegrzyn. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: By Dale Thome. 
A motion to accept the treasures report as 

read was made by Bob Stroz and second 
by Ron Wegrzyn. Motion Carried. 

Safety Officers: 

Planes: By Chuck Fritz. Nothing 

Helicopter: By Mike Zubik, Noth-
ing 

Field: 

Discussion of field maintained. It was de-

cided to fertilize one time this next year.  

There was a lot of discussion on field 
grass cutting. A vote was taken to keep 
the grass cutting at the field the same 

next year as we have done in past years, 
the vote passed unanimously.  

Past Events: SAC annual turkey shoot 
had 8 contestants.  

Future Events: SAC First Flight Jan 1st at 
6am.  

Unfinished Business:   

New Business: Elections held. Sam 
Helmich was reelected Sectary (33 for 0 

other). Greg Stephens was reelected Pre-
sented (32 for, 1 other). And Mike Zubik 
reelected as Heli Safety officer (33 for, 0 
other). 

From CCFPD--Danial Betts was promoted. 
We will have some new personnel to work 
with, a new director of permits, and oth-
ers.  

Next meeting January 14, 2016.  

Gooney Bird:  Sam Helmich for his great 
stunt at the Nov meeting, while getting off 

Hover board, fell, landing on a chair and 
floor. 

Meeting Adjourned at:  8:40 pm 

FMS 1020mm electric F3A Explorer 
 

Lots of other good prizes, too! 

January Raffle Prize 

 

http://www.strictlyrc.net
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Please support 

our Sponsors! 

 

Bestitched 

 

Embroidery & Imprinting 

Phone: 708.754.9070 

Fax: 708.754.9090 

 

410 Ashland Ave.  

Suite 100 

Chicago Heights, Il. 60411 

 

Find us on the Web at 

bestiched.com 

Winners! 

Gooney! 

For those of you who are young enough to know who Tony Hawk is, let’s just say 

Sam Helmich is no Tony Hawk.  For those who don’t know, Tony Hawk (now retired) 
was a pro skateboarder in the early ‘80s and ‘90s.  At the November meeting, Steve 
Noel brought in a Hover Board to show everyone.  Hover Boards are all the rage this 
year.  They’re basically an electrified two wheeled cross between a skate board and a 
Segway.  Anyway, Sam attempted to “hang ten” and ride the thing at the end of our 
meeting.   Unfortunately, he didn’t hang anything and fell backward off the board 

and whacked his head on a nearby chair thus earning him a Gooney Bird!!  Next 
time, Sam, let the youngsters do the demonstrating!!  Steve, on right in photo be-
low, is shown presenting the January Gooney to Sam. 

The January Raffle Extravaganza awarded four Top Prizes.  The happy winners 
are shown above with their selections. 



 

 

Finally, the date for our annual banquet has been set for 
Sunday, March 6th, beginning at 5:30 pm.  We will have it 
again at Chef Klaus’ this year because we feel this is a 

great venue with excellent food, and mostly because Bob 
Stroz’ girlfriend works there.  If you haven’t seen his girl-
friend, she’s a little stiff, but nice looking!!  The dinner 
menu will consist of your choice of either two pork chops, 
a full slab of ribs or Bavarian pot roast.   Dinner salad or 

soup, mashed potatoes and veggie of the day all come 

standard.  As a special bonus to our members, we’re 
working on lowering this year’s cost to around $20.00 per 
person.  This is an excellent value with great food so I 

hope you all plan to attend.  More details will follow.  

Until then, let’s all have a great 2016 and plan on having 
some fun!! 

(Mustang Minute, Continued from page 1) 
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January 14  Thursday 

February 23 Tuesday 
March 22  Tuesday 

April 26  Tuesday 
May 24  Tuesday 

June 9  Thursday 
July 14  Thursday 

August 11   Thursday 

September 27  Tuesday 
October 25   Tuesday 

November 22  Tuesday 
December 27  Tuesday 

 
Auction  October 13 Thursday 

2016 SAC Meeting Dates 
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Homer Glen Junior High 
School 

2015-2016 
Indoor Flying Schedule 

 

 
5711 Bell Road 

Homer Glen, Illinois 60491 
Hours are 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm 

AMA membership required 
 

November   6 
December   4, 11, 18 
January        15, 29 
February      12, 26 
March           4, 18 
April               1, 8, 15, 22 

 



 

 

2016 SAC OFFICERS 

President Greg Stevens 815.463.9044 

Vice President Kevin Ragauskis 708.403.5565 

Safety Officer (Aircraft) Chuck Fritz 708.259.7928 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Mike Zubik 708.945.4548 

Secretary Sam Helmich 815.464.0048 

Treasurer Dale Thome 815.469.1944 

Board Member Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.798.7242 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Sam Helmich  Planes 815.464.0048 

Chuck Fritz Planes 708.259.7928 

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

(708) 747-4000 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 2016 

     Dues: $55 (Regular)    $10 (under 18)              **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you.  Emailed copies and paper copies 

picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________   AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________       Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:       

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________            Phone: (        ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note:  The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website.  If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s).  Example:    Email: ____________ 

   
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 

Dale Thome,  21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 

  


