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There have been many recent emails be-
tween SAC and the Forest Preserve mak-
ing it difficult to remember exactly where 
we left off the last time I reported on the 

field maintenance, permits and float fly 
issues.  If you’ve already heard the fol-
lowing, I apologize.   

With regard to cutting of our field, Dale 
received five responses from various land-
scape contractors of which four actually 

gave us quotes for the cutting.  Of those 
four, our current contractor, Unique Turf 
Management, is by far the least expen-
sive.  Therefore, we’ve entered into a con-
tract with them to continue cutting our 
field for 2015.   As always, we’ll continue 
to monitor field conditions on a weekly 

basis and will call them off if conditions 
don’t warrant cutting the grass that week. 

We now, also, have an actual field com-
mittee with responsibility to listen to is-

sues and suggestions regarding the field 
and to act on them.  At the suggestion of 
Daniel Betts, the District’s Head of Per-

mits, the  Field Committee met on-site 
last week with District Supervisors Joe 
Lafata and Joe Pelegrino to review the 
grass cutting limits, what the District 
would be responsible for, and what our 
contractor would handle.  Everyone 

agreed with the limits; they are basically 
the same areas as last year.  Our contrac-
tor is responsible for the east/west and 
north/south runways measuring 500 feet 
in each direction as well as the pit area 
and trimming around the fence line.   

As expected, the Forest Preserve cannot 
commit to a weekly grass cut.  While they 
will try, they will most likely cut only eve-
ry 10 to 14 days.  I now believe that, at 

the very least, we’ve done our due dili-
gence in finding that we have a really 
good deal with Unique and what the For-
est Preserve’s commitment will be. 

The members of the new Field Committee  
are Sam, Ron, Dale, Mike Zubik and 
Fred.  If you have issues or suggestions 

concerning the field, please direct them to 
these members.  DO NOT, and I repeat, 
DO NOT take it upon yourself to talk to 
the Forest Preserve or Unique’s employ-

ees.  That is not the appropriate channel, 
and doing so will only confuse them and 

make matters worse.  Talk to a committee 
member who then can bring it to the 
Board and then the Board will act or take 
it to the members for consensus.    

Now switching gears, here’s what’s been 
happening with our continuing Float Fly 
saga.  At the last club meeting it was with 

disappointment that I reported that the 
Forest Preserve District told us they do 
not officially recognize Midlothian Reser-
voir (aka, Twin Lakes) as a designated 
flying field and, even though we’ve been 
flying there for more than 25 years, would 

not permit flying at that location.  This 

basically meant we were done with float 
flys for the year, even before they began.  
After some consideration, the District then 
reluctantly gave their permission for us to 
hold our Memorial Day and Labor Day 
float fly for 2015, but would not allow our 

other weekly events until they had time to 
review their ordinances and come to a 
resolution on the field designation.    Upon 
learning this, Ron Wegrzyn crafted a 
well written letter to Daniel Betts, Jean 
Sheerin and Arnold Randall, the General 

(Continued on page 3) 

Float Flys 
are 

Floating 
Once More 

Don’t forget! 

“May” Club Meeting is on April 30. 
Usual time and place. 
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Over 100 Ready to Fly 

ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  

The store is now twice as big! 
(708) 597-4197  

“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!” 

GENTLE JUNGLE 

   

Strictly RC 

“Your 

Hobby Store 

Headquarters” 

 

7713 W. Lawrence 

Norridge, IL 

(708) 456-9100 

www.strictlyrc.net 

 

1551 S. 94th Ave.. 

Orland Park, IL. 60462 

Phone: 

708.349.(TOYS)8697 

Fax 

708.349.4001 

Website 

www.hobbytown.com/ilop 

Email 

htusaopil@sbcglobal.net 

April 2015 Meeting Minutes 

Suburban Aero Club of Chicago  
Minutes of 

General Monthly Meeting 
 April 9, 2015 

At the VFW club in Tinley Park, IL. 
Sam Helmich, Secretary 

 
Meeting called to order at : 7:10 pm, 
by President Greg Stevens. There were 
49 members present. 
  
Reports by Committees or Officers:  

Secretary Minutes:  By Sam Helmich. 
A motion to accept the minutes as read, 
was made by Bob Haas and seconded by 

Mike Zubik. Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: By Dale Thorne.   

A motion to accept the treasures report 
as read was made by Rex Platner and 
seconded by Bob Stroz. Motion Carried. 
 
Safety Officers:  
 
Planes  - Chuck Fritz, (Not in attend-

ance)   Nothing 

 
Helicopter -  Mike Zubik, Nothing 
 

Field – Meeting with FPDCC supervisors 
happened Tuesday, April 7th.  Discussed 
limits of grass cutting.  Entered into 
agreement with Unique Turf Manage-
ment to continue cutting grass for 2015.     
 
Past Events.  DuPage Shop to you drop 

April 4th. 
 
Future Events:  Toledo April 10th – 12th,  
 
New Business:  
Next meeting April 30th in place of the 

May meeting 
 
Gooney Bird  None. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at:  8:00 pm 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

 

Bestitched 

 

Embroidery & Imprinting 

Phone: 708.754.9070 

Fax: 708.754.9090 

 

410 Ashland Ave.  

Suite 100 

Chicago Heights, Il. 60411 

 

Find us on the Web at 

bestiched.com 

WINNER! 

Jack Gilroy is shown below with the grand prize he won in the April raffle.  A 

choice of the BNF Falcon in either nitro and electric versions was offered.  As you 

can see in the photo, Jack chose the electric.  Very nice looking plane, Jack.  

Congratulations! 

http://www.strictlyrc.net


 

 

Page 3 

 Volume 115, Issue 5 

Superintendent of the District (aka,  head honcho) con-

veying our disappointment at this decision. Ron ex-
plained how our events are already sanctioned through 

the AMA, reaching out nationally to AMA members that 
look forward to and plan well in advance for these 
events.  Not only is this great PR for the District but lo-
cally provides a benefit for the public to have a reason to 
hang out and enjoy different activities that are going on 
in their Preserve.   

We can’t be sure, but we think the key was reaching out 

to Arnold Randall because within a short period of time, 
Daniel Betts called Ron and sent an email saying quote, 
“Upon full consideration of your request; you were in-
formed today (April 14th) that we will permit your Float 
Fly’s this year and at the end of this season revisit per-

mits for future years i.e., 2016 etc.” end quote.  So, as 

of the writing of this newsletter I’m happy to say that for 
the remainder of 2015 we’ve won a small battle and the 
Float Fly’s, at least for this season, are all back on sched-
ule.   

Another bit of positive news from the District is that we 
received yesterday, April 20th, an invitation for all the 
club’s to meet with the Forest Preserve District at their 

headquarters.  We expect this will be a similar meeting 
to the one we had last year where we can raise and talk 

openly about the issues the clubs are all having.  Hope-
fully, Float Flys and permitting can be discussed and re-

solved for future years so that we do not have to go 
through this again. 

Upon a lighter note, if you haven’t heard, the Gentle Jun-
gle is moving to a new location in May.  They are hosting 
a “Swap Today, Move Tomorrow” swap meet on May 9th, 
8:00 am to 1:00 pm.  They will then move on Sunday 
and Monday to their new location located roughly 3 

blocks west of their present location. (In the Dunkin’ Do-
nuts strip mall).  Please make sure no birds are harmed 
during the move!!  There’s a flyer with more details lo-
cated in this Dope Can. 

Lastly, it’s that time of year again when we need to nom-

inate officers for the positions of Vice President, Treasur-

er and Safety Officer (Airplanes).  Currently those posi-
tions are held by Bob Stroz, Dale Thome and Chuck 
Fritz respectively.  If anyone would like to nominate 
those same individuals or others for these positions, 
please come to the April 30th meeting to do so. 

Until next month, keep ‘em flying. 

       (Mustang Minute, Continued from page 1) 

April Show and Tell    By: Phil Arnold 

At the April meeting, Chris Baker 
proudly presented his C-119 Flying Box-
car built from the Dare Design balsa and 
wood kit.  Chris made substantial en-

hancements to the plane that include 
adding gear to what would have been a 
hand-launched model, and covering with 
fiberglass and resin before painting with 
Model Master paints.  This boxcar is 35.5 

inches long with a 45.5 inch wingspan.  
Two Turnigy 2026-1200 Kv outrunners 
spin the props, powered by a Turnigy 
2650 mAh 11.1 v battery.  With Chris’ 

mods it weighs in at 47 oz.  Chris says 
the quality of this kit is good, but also 
points out that, with 1/20th inch sheet-
ing and 1/16th stringers, the stock kit is 
fragile to handle.  Painted up in U.S. Air 
Force colors, it makes an impressive 
presentation.  Nice work, Chris! 
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max/PRC Indoor Flying Schedule  

 

May 
 

Raffle 
 

Prize! 
 

Choose 
 

From 
 

Three 
 

Great 
 

.60 Size 
 

Planes! 



 

 

2014 SAC OFFICERS 

President Greg Stevens 815.463.9044 

Vice President Bob Stroz 708.990.6269  

Safety Officer (Aircraft) Chuck Fritz 708.259.7928 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Mike Zubik 708.945.4548 

Secretary Sam Helmich 815.464.0048 

Treasurer Dale Thome 815.469.1944 

Board Member Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.798.7242 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Sam Helmich  Planes 815.464.0048 

Chuck Fritz Planes 708.259.7928 

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

(708) 747-4000 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 2015 

     Dues: $55 (Regular)    $10 (under 18)              **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you.  Emailed copies and paper copies 

picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________   AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________       Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:       

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________            Phone: (        ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note:  The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website.  If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s).  Example:    Email: ____________ 

   
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 

Dale Thome,  21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 

  


