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I don’t know about you, but I’m really 
getting sick and tired of the weather.  I 
think we’ve gotten a little too complacent 
with the warm weather over the last cou-

ple of years and now Mother Nature 
seems to be getting back at us.  If you’re 
like me you can’t wait to get back to fly-
ing and what we love to do. Between 
doing all the kid stuff and school I’m try-

ing to find time to work on my newest 
project, a Hansa-Brandenburg W-29 float 
plane.  I really enjoy WWI and WWII air-
craft and the odder the aircraft the bet-

ter.  This is one is no different.  It dates 

back to the later stages of WWI, around 
1917 and was used in the North Atlantic 
as a German reconnaissance and 
bomber/fighter plane.  It has an angled 
fuselage and an inverted tail making it 
look really weird, but it’s a cool sort of 

weird.  I’m going to be bringing out to 
the float flys later this year to try out.  If 
there’s any good news with the bad 
weather it makes you stay inside so you 
might as well work on projects.  I heard 

(Continued on page 3) 

Gotta Love 
this 

Weather! 

It was mighty cold, but 
a few diehards made it 
out to the field for the 
2014 First flight.  I 

opened the gate at 6 
am with Jared Bach-
man in front of me 
ready to go.  A crowd 

quickly started arriving.  
Jared was not messing 
around.  He was going 

to be the first, and out 
to the runway he went.  
He plugged in his bat-
tery and took off.   At 
5:58 he was in the air 
with an electric plane.  

Chuck Fritz and I 
watched in amazement 
because at 6:00 am it is DARK!  I was 
timing him and after 2 minutes he land-
ed.  Donovan Houlihan was next but 
the spiral into the ground got him the 
First Crash patch of 2014.  Not too much 

damage but enough.  In between the 
waiting, John Kallend got out two quad-
copters and put on a high flying demon-
stration.  The rest of us just kind of com-
plained of the cold and the breeze that 
started about 6:45 and then Chuck said, 
“Enough is enough, I’m going to fly”.  He 

got out his Twist, took off at 7:00 and 
flew for about 5 minutes.  It was light 
enough now that even us old guys could 
see.  Sam Helmich wasn’t there this 
year with his propane heater, he was in 

Florida.  Greg Stevens said he hurt his 
back, but we’ll see about that!  We had 
about nine guys out there and as usual, 
after the flying was accomplished, every-
one set off to the Egg and I for break-
fast.  It was a great start to what I pre-
dict will be a great New Year for SAC.   

Above:  Ron presents First Flight Electric Patch to Jared Bachman 
on left,  as  Donovan Houlihan, on right, shows off First Crash Patch. 
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Over 100 Ready to Fly 

ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  

The store is now twice as big! 
(708) 597-4197  

“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!” 

GENTLE JUNGLE 

   

Strictly RC 

“Your 

Hobby Store 

Headquarters” 

 

7713 W. Lawrence 

Norridge, IL 

(708) 456-9100 

www.strictlyrc.net 

 

Suburban Aero Club of Chicago  
Minutes of 

General Monthly Meeting 
 Jan 9, 2014 

At the VFW club in Tinley Park, IL. 
Sam Helmich, Secretary. 

 

Meeting called to order at : 7:10 pm, 
by Board Member Ron Wegrzyn in ab-
sence of President Stevens. There were 
40 members present. There was 1 new 
member. 

Reports by Committees or Officers:  

Secretary Minutes:  By Sam Helmich.   
A motion to accept the minutes as print-

ed in The Dope Can was made by Pete 
Dennis and second by Mike Zubik. Motion 
carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: By Dale Thome.   
A motion to accept the treasurer’s report 

as read was made by Bob Haas and sec-
ond by Mike . Motion Carried. 

Safety Officers: 
Planes –  Pete Dennis nothing to report  
Helicopter -  Mike Zubik, nothing to re-
port. 

Field:  Nothing to report 

Past Events: 

First Flight Jan 1st. about 15 people 
showed up Jared Bachman was the first 
with an electric.   Flew for 2 minutes and 

landed all about 6 am, still dark. Do-
navan Houlihan got first crash. Chuck 
Fritz was the first to fly with gas powered 
plane, and John Kallend was fist with a 
quad. 

Future Events:  
SAC Banquet will be Feb 23 at Chef Claus 

in Frankfort at 20827 S LaGrange Rd, at 
5pm. Please have your $25 per person 
menu choices by Feb meeting handed in. 

Unfinished Business: 
Web Site is up and operational. The ad-

dress is 

 http://www.suburbanaeroclub.com. The 
password to the member’s area will be 
emailed out to all 2014 members. 

New Business: Congrats to Bob Haas 
who turned 90, and still going strong.  

Goony Bird: Awarded to Ed Henschel for 
crashing his Heli’s 3 times. 

Meeting Adjourned at:  8:50 pm 

1551 S. 94th Ave.. 

Orland Park, IL. 60462 

Phone: 

708.349.(TOYS)8697 

Fax 

708.349.4001 

Website 

www.hobbytown.com/ilop 

Email 

htusaopil@sbcglobal.net 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

    January 2014 Meeting Minutes 

By Sam Helmich 
    Secretary 

Homer Glenn Electric Flyers Schedule 

15711 Bell Road, Homer Glen, IL 60491 
All dates are Fridays, 7 to 9:30 PM 

Jan 31, Feb 7 & 21, Mar 7 & 14, April 4, 11 & 25 

Please join in extending  a special thank-you to Pat Habel.  Pat  donated 
his recently-won .60 size Big Stik back to the club to be used as a future 
raffle prize! 

January Gooney Bird 
 
At right, Mike Gulick presents the January 
Gooney Bird to Ed Henschel for the re-
markable performance of crashing his 
heli three (Did they say three?) times! 

http://www.strictlyrc.net
http://www.suburbanaeroclub.com
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on the news today that there are only 58 more days un-
til spring!   That’s less than two months until the official 

start of spring and if you say it like that it doesn’t sound 

all that far off. 

We just had an officers meeting this last week to discuss 
details of all our upcoming events and field maintenance 
for 2014.  Next up on our calendar is this year’s ban-
quet.  The banquet is all set to be held at Chef 
Klaus’Bier Stube on Sunday, February 23rd from 5:00 to 
8:00 pm in Frankfort.  This is a great German restaurant 

with a fantastic selection of food and beer.  I’ve attached 
the flyer along with the menu selection elsewhere in the 
Dope Can.  As in the past, we’ve stayed to the $25.00/
person charge which includes the your choice of entrée, 
salad, desert and non-alcoholic beverage.  So if you can 
make it we are taking down names and collecting the 

money now.  Also, we will be raffling off two $50.00 gift 

certificates for the wives and significant others.  We’ll 
still be collecting reservations and money at our upcom-
ing February meeting so you still have time to reserve a 
place.  If you can’t make it to the meeting but would like 
to go, please email either me or Dale your name, menu 
selection and number of people attending so we can 

count you in. 

As I’ve reported in the past, this year we are moving the 
Friday float flys to Saturday.  Hopefully this will attract 
some of you who couldn’t make it on Fridays because of 
that four letter word which we don’t like to use…Work.  
As always, they will be free to SAC members with a 
nominal fee for non-members.  We will also be hosting 5 

sanctioned events this year including the Memorial Day 
float fly, War Bird Day, Labor Day Float Fly, Dolphin 

Lake flying exhibition and the Heli Fun Fly.  Another im-
portant “save the date” date is our annual picnic which 
will be held this year on Sunday, June 29th. Check our 
website or future Dope Cans for specific dates.  

Regarding membership dues, we are continuing to do 
well with sponsorship and renewals but I would like to 
remind everyone what our $55.00 annual dues go to-
wards.  For as long as I can remember there has always 
been so much emphasis on field maintenance and grass 
cutting that I feel many think that that’s all are dues go 
towards, which isn’t the case.  It is true, a portion of 

your dues go towards field maintenance including grass 
cutting, fertilizing and seeding.  However, that’s only a 
portion of the dues.  We as a club are resonsible for 
maintaining the asphalt on our runway including seal-

coating and any patching.  Even though it is on Forest 
Preserve property, they have made it clear that they will 
not seal coat anything.  Most likely sealcoating will be an 

every-other-year expense so we need to be dilegent and 

save money in our accounts for when this is needed.  
Other expenses include securing permits throught the 
Forest Preserve for all our float flys, picnic and other 
events that attract crowds.  In addtion, if these events 
involve food, additional permits are required to serve 
this food.  The one other cost that we incur is the 
monthly rental of the VFW hall.  I think everyone agrees 

this is a great venue to hold our monthly meetings and 
well worth the money to be able to have a nice venue 
that we can hold our meetings and eat and drink.  Our 
monthly dues, while very reasonable compared to other 
clubs, can not defray the cost of all of this by them-
selves so we depend on sponsorhip dollars as well as the 

money we bring in from donations and food sales at our 

events.  Again, Hobbytown-Orland Park’s donation of the 
7.5% rebate on anything we buy there has been huge 
this year.  Please take advantage of this and if nothing 
else make sure the club gets the credit by shopping 
there.  

In recapping our expenditures for the grass cutting for 

2013 we did, what I believe was, an excellent job in 
watching the field conditions and stopping any unnes-
seary cutting during those times the grass just wasn’t 
growing because of the hot, draught like conditions.  In 
fact, Dale just submitted his numbers at the officers 
meeting that out of the 27 cuts called for in the contract 
we actually called them off 5 times saving the club 

$625.00!  This sounds great, however it could be a dou-
ble edged sword because obviously if the maintenance 
company is relying on 27 cuts and they only did 22 they 

aren’t making what they thought.  In time they could 
begin raising their monthly costs to offset the loss in 
revenue. So we need to be cautious on how many times 

we call them off and not overdue, but all in all we did a 
great job last year and I want everyone to know we 
saved money. 

This is all a long way of saying that field maintenance is 
only one piece of the pie and there are many other 
“nicities” that we’ve all come to expect that are dues pay 
for in addition to just the grass cutting.  So that’s it for 

now. Hopefully spring is just around the corner and we 
can begin flying and enjoying all those nice new projects 
we’re working on. 

Be safe and fly straight. 

(The Mustang Minute, Continued from page 1) 

 

February Raffle Grand Prize 
 

Alpha .40 Trainer 
 
 

And lots of the other usual good stuff! 
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January Show and Tell    By: Ron Wegrzyn 

David Szromba, shown at right, brought in his scratch built “Bee 
Different” sport plane.  This plane has a 26 inch wing span with a 
24 inch body length and weighs right at 1.5 lbs.  He says the 
name and size of the motor is “cheap”!  It is all wood construction 

covered in a transparent Econokote covering material.  The beau-
ty of scratch building this plane from a plan is that Dave says you 
can build it in any wing span from 10 inches to 20 feet if you so 
choose.  He also says it flies extremely slow for those who are 
getting into the hobby. 

Donavan Houlihan, shown at left, brought in his 
custom built quad for show and tell. He says it has no 
name so he’s calling it “Houlihan’s Quad Quad”.  It is 
constructed of carbon fiber and uses a KV 980 electric 

motor powered by a 3 cell, 2200 mAH battery.  It’s 

overall body measures approximately 480 mm and 
weighs in at 2.2 lbs.  It is finished in a black, orange 
and yellow color scheme and has LED lights. 

WINNERS! 

 
At left:  Ron Wegrzyn 
presents John Kallend 
with the patch for First 
Helicopter Flight.  

 
At right: Fred Burmeister 
shows off the FlyZone 
Mellenium Master he won 
in the January raffle.   



2014 SAC OFFICERS 

President Greg Stevens 815.463.9044 

Vice President Bob Stroz 708.990.6269  

Safety Officer (Aircraft) Pete Dennis 708-207-4601 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Mike Zubik 708.945.4548 

Secretary Sam Helmich 815.464.0048 

Treasurer Dale Thome 815.469.1944 

Board Member Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.798.7242 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Sam Helmich  Planes 815.464.0048 

Tim Agee Planes 708-878-0290  

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

(708) 747-4000 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 2014 

     Dues: $55 (Regular)    $10 (under 18)              **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you.  Emailed copies and paper copies 

picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________   AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________       Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:       

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________            Phone: (        ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note:  The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website.  If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s).  Example:    Email: ____________ 

   
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 

Dale Thome,  21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 

  




