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For those of you who were unable to at-
tend the October meeting, there were 
several agenda items discussed that I’ll 
try to recap here in my article.  First, let’s 
cut to the chase, the most important one 

being that it was decided to have a party 
at our November meeting.  We thought it 
would be nice to give a little back to our 
members and take some of the money 
raised at the heli fun fly and host a FREE 
pizza or sandwich party at our November 
meeting.  Mike Zubik did a great job of 

fund raising at the event and was the one 
that brought the idea up of having a pizza 
party for the members to give something 
back.  He has been in contact with Frank 

Fox, club member and owner of Fox’s 
Restaurant in Mokena, who is interested 
in providing the food for the party.  The 

exact details of if it will be pizza or sand-
wiches are being worked out, but as soon 
as we know we’ll get the word out.  Soft 
drinks will be provided, however if you 
want beer or anything alcoholic, that will 
be up to you to purchase from the VFW, 

since the club can’t be held liable for serv-
ing alcohol.  Any club member who wants 
to partake of a free dinner, stop on by at 
our November meeting and have dinner 
on us. 

At the last meeting we were throwing 

around the idea of term limits for the 

elected Board positions and at the last 
meeting I put it to an informal vote, really 
a poll, to get  a pulse from the member-
ship if you felt term limits were a good 
idea or not.  It ended up that the poll was 
pretty evenly split.  However, the nays 
had it 19 to 13.  For now at least, we’re 

dropping the discussion of term limits. 

Last month the Cook County Forest Pre-
serve sent every club a “wish list” ques-
tionnaire to fill out listing items it would 

like to have or implement at its field.  The 
Board came up with a list at our last 
meeting that was discussed with the 
members at our October meeting for addi-

tional input and ideas.  At this point we 
don’t know what the Forest Preserve’s 
intentions are with the list, other than to 
possibly compare what clubs have and to 

try to bring everyone up to the same lev-
el.  We’re only speculating at this time, so 
don’t hold me to that.  Anyway, some of 

the ideas we’ve thrown out include; ex-
tending the east/west runway an addition-
al 50’ to the east, putting in a second 
message board at the heli area, installing 
a well for running water, two additional 
trailer parking stalls, extend the east /

west runway to the west by 200’, erect a 
small shade pavilion in the pit area, pro-
vide a 10’ circulate heli pad, cut trails into 
the tall grass and a weather station.   
These are all ideas that the Board and 
other members came up with, if you have 

others let me know, there is still time.  As 

for the fall meeting between the clubs and 
the Forest Preserve, we still haven’t re-
ceived any information on when and 
where.  So we’ll keep you posted on that 
one. 

Our membership continues to grow each 
month with several of you already renew-

ing for next year.  Dale wanted me to re-
mind everyone that 2015 membership 
cards won’t be ready until after our De-
cember election.  So those of you who 
have already paid be patient, the cards 
will be ready at the January meeting or if 

you prefer to have the mailed to you con-

tact Dale. 

Here are a few additional reminders of 
things that will be happening at our No-
vember meeting. Nominations for Presi-
dent, Secretary and Safety Officer 
(helicopters) will be taken at our Novem-

ber meeting.  Currently, I am the Presi-
dent (just in case you can’t remember 
that), Sam Helmich is Secretary and Mike 
Zubik is Safety Officer.  If you choose to 
keep us, and assuming we want to run 

(Continued on page 3) 

Party 
Time! 
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Over 100 Ready to Fly 

ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  

The store is now twice as big! 
(708) 597-4197  

“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!” 

GENTLE JUNGLE 

   

Strictly RC 

“Your 

Hobby Store 

Headquarters” 

 

7713 W. Lawrence 

Norridge, IL 

(708) 456-9100 

www.strictlyrc.net 

 

1551 S. 94th Ave.. 

Orland Park, IL. 60462 

Phone: 

708.349.(TOYS)8697 

Fax 

708.349.4001 

Website 

www.hobbytown.com/ilop 

Email 

htusaopil@sbcglobal.net 

October 2014 Meeting Minutes 

Suburban Aero Club of Chicago  
Minutes of 

General Monthly Meeting 
 October 9, 2014 

At the VFW club in Tinley Park, IL. 
Greg Stevens, acting for Sam 

Helmich, Secretary 
 

Meeting called to order at : 7:05 pm, 
by President Greg Stevens. There were 

54 members present. One new member, 
Dale McClure. 

Reports by Committees or Officers:  

Secretary Minutes:  By Sam Helmich.  
A motion to accept the minutes as read, 

was made by Ron W. and seconded by 
Bob Stroz. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: By Dale Thome.  A 
motion to accept the treasures report as 
read was made by Bob and seconded by 
Charlie. Motion Carried. 

Safety Officers: Planes - Chuck Fritz. 
Discussion on going onto runway. If do-

ing so please announce it. This should 

only be done for a short time and not 
staying out there to fly. This applies to 

Planes and Heli’s. 

Helicopter - Mike Zubik, Field collabora-

tion going well. 

Field:  Blacktop cracks were filled by 
SAC , and was professionally sealed. 
CCFPD has asked us for a wish list of 
things we would like done to field. Dis-
cussion was had on that, and agreed list 
and priority. 

Past Events: Heli event a big success, 
especially given the weather, parking lot 
was full. Fun fly the following day with 
lots of participation. 

Future Events: SAC auction Oct 23rd. 
Nov 16th Turkey shoot. First Flight Jan 

1st. 

Unfinished Business:  Web Site being 
worked on, updates to follow. 

New Business:  

Gooney Bird   

Meeting Adjourned at:  8:50 pm 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

 

Bestitched 

 

Embroidery & Imprinting 

Phone: 708.754.9070 

Fax: 708.754.9090 

 

410 Ashland Ave.  

Suite 100 

Chicago Heights, Il. 60411 

 

Find us on the Web at 

bestiched.com 

Winner! 
Leroy Plagge, shown below, won the big 

prize of the October  raffle and took home 

a Thunder Tiger Super Decathlon 40.  

Congratulations, Leroy! 

Hey Members!  Time to Pay 2015 Dues! 

http://www.strictlyrc.net
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again, we will all need to be re-nominated at the Novem-
ber meeting.  We will then vote at our December meeting 
and assume the positions in January.  Also, don’t forget, 

we’re into the holiday giving season already and that 
means we’re collecting non-perishable food items for the 
St. Damian’s Food Pantry.  We’ve collected food for this 
worthwhile cause for several years now and will continue 
this year.  We will be collecting at our November and De-
cember meetings, so please bring in those food items for 
those less fortunate. 

We have our final event of the year, our annual Turkey 
Shoot contest, coming up on Sunday, November 16th 

beginning at 9:00am.  In past years we have given 
$10.00 cash prizes to the first ten finishers.  However, 
this year we’re pulling out all the stops and the winner 
will walk away with a brand new Lexus automobile, com-

pliments of Lexus of Orland.  (Just kidding, I’m just see-
ing if anyone actually reads my article!) Actually, in all 
seriousness, the winner will receive at least $50.00, sec-
ond place $30.00, third place $20.00 and fourth through 
tenth, $10.00.  I say at least that much because we’ve 
come up with a sliding scale that if we have less than ten 
contestants; there will be additional money for the ones 

who do participate.  This event is meant to be a fun fly in 

which everyone should be able to handle the tasks.  We 
seem to be getting more and more participation in this 
type of event so let’s keep it going!   I’ve provided the 
contest rules elsewhere in the Dope Can so that you can 

begin preparing.   

Indoor flying will also return to the Homer Junior High 
School Gym on Friday evenings.  I’ve posted the sched-
ule which begins the first week of November and runs 
through the first week of April.  We’re still trying to find 
another larger venue like the Green Garden Dome, but so 
far, talks are ongoing and nothing set.   

And lastly, once again, all of us crazies will brave the cold 

and snow and be out at the field at first light for the First 
Flight of 2015.  Ron has put together the rules that you 
can read in the Dope Can.  As in the past there will be a 
patch given out for the first nitro plane, first electric 
plane and first heli/quad copter to survive 2 minutes.  

The First Crash patch will also be on hand just in case.  
Afterwards we all get together at Egg and I to have 
breakfast and share a little comradery, do come on out 
and have some fun. 

Until next month, fly safe and keep your fingers out of 
the prop……RON!!!!! 

 

(Mustang Minute, Continued from page 1) 

October Show and Tell    By: Phil Arnold 

Mike Zubik (below left) displayed and discussed his as-

yet-unassembled Goblin 770 Helicopter kit at the Octo-
ber meeting, giving attendees a chance to see the large 
number of quality parts required in such a model.  Man-

ufactured by SAB, this heli sports 770 mm carbon fiber 
main rotor blades and a green and yellow fiberglass 
canopy. Mike will control it with a Futaba radio and 4 
servos.  Mike says this is a great quality kit that he 
would recommend to others. 

Greg Stevens (below right) showed off his “Critical 
Mass,” a foam ARF racer from RocHobby that very accu-

rately models the prototype, a Reno air racer that was a 

modified 1950 Hawker Sea Fury.  The electric-propelled 

model has a 44 inch span and 36 inch length, and is 
powered by 14.8v 2200-3000mAh batteries that drive a 
70A ESC and  770Kv motor.   Its six metal-geared ser-

vos are included with the plane and Greg controls them 
with a 6 Channel Spektrum radio.  The model’s adver-
tised speed is 90 MPH out of the box, and Greg finds it 
to be good, solid flyer at high and low speeds.  Greg 
thinks it is a great kit, and points out that it includes 
plenty of spare parts for those inevitable racing colli-
sions. 
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Mike will have his new 
“Part Cart” at our next 
meeting where he will 

have a full stock of plane 
parts, including a full line 
of Du-Bro parts for sale.

10% of all sales will be 
rebated back to the club!

 

Officer Nominations 

Nominations for the following Board positions will be made at our November meeting, with voting to be held 

at our December meeting.  The term of these positions is for one year beginning in January of 2015. 

President  (Greg Stevens currently holds this position) 

Secretary   (Sam Helmich currently holds this position) 

Safety Officer–Helicopters   (Mike Zubik currently holds this position) 

Annual Food Drive 2014 

SAC’s Annual Food Collections will be at the November and December meetings.  We’re asking everyone to 
bring some cans or some non-perishable items to the November and December meetings. We are an AMA 
Gold Leader Club so let’s show we deserve the title and help make the Thanksgiving and Christmas of the less 
fortunate a little nicer.  There will be containers at the door of the VFW for your convenience.  The food will go to 
the St. Damian Food Pantry.  Thanks in advance!   Ron 

November Raffle—Three Great Choices for Grand Prize 

Two F-20 Tigersharks– Choose the Nitro-powered 
ARF by Phoenix or the receiver-ready ElectriFly by 
Great planes 
 

or 

Futaba Flight Pack:  FASSTPak-A R617FS Rx/4-
S3004 Servos/NiCd Air  



 

 

                  The Safe Shop News    By: Chuck Fritz 

Please guys, when working with electric airplanes the 
throttle must be all the way down!  Also, a kill switch is a 

good safeguard. When working on a plane of any type it 
should be tethered to prevent the plane from accidental-

ly moving forward.  Never use your hand to try to stop a 
moving prop!  Better yet, on electrics, remove the prop 
from the motor before doing any work or set up with the 
plane.  It is unnecessary to have the prop installed while 

you’re setting up the throws.  

Don’t think that accidents only happen to the new guys 
just getting into the hobby.  Even seasoned veterans like 
Ron Wegrzyn sometimes make mistakes.  Ron’s plane 

just got away from him resulting in 45 stitches to two of 
his fingers on his left hand and emergency surgery.  This 
is an accident that could have easily been avoided. 

Purple Prop Award 

At our auction, Fred Burmeister (at left in the photo) and Chuck Fritz, awarded Ron Wegrzyn the coveted 
“Purple Prop Award” for sticking his fingers in the blade of his electric, yes ELECTRIC, plane last week.  Apparent-
ly, the plane was armed when Ron was working on it from the bed of his truck.  His right arm accidentally hit the 
throttle, the plane jumped forward, and Ron tried to stop it by putting his finger in the prop.  The result was that 
Ron ended up in the emergency room with 44 stitches to two of his fingers on his left hand.  Fortunately,  there 

doesn’t seem to be any permanent damage.  Let’s not try this at home kids! 

Gooney! 

The October Gooney Bird was awarded to our very own Safe-
ty Officer, Chuck Fritz, for a loose prop job.  Chuck, shown 
at left in the photo, has been experimenting with his new 
RocHobby Strega P-51 race plane in an attempt to make it 

faster.  Because of this, he removed the four bladed prop 

that it comes with and replaced it with a two bladed prop.  
The only problem was that he forgot about the spacer to 
hold the prop tight to motor shaft.  When he took off, he 
thought that it seemed like it was running a little rough and 
making a terrible racket.  But instead of landing the plane 
and checking it out, Chuck being Chuck, decided to go ahead 
with some speed runs.   Still not realizing the prop had no 

spacer, he attempted to land the plane but not before the 
vibration caused his wing bolts to come out and loose the 
entire wing in flight.  The resulting crash broke his fuselage 
in half.  The good news is the prop survived the crash and is 
just fine! 



 

 

FIRST FLIGHT OF 2015 
This is for brave souls (or crazy people) only.  Official sunrise on January 1, 2015 will be at 7:18 am.  Takeoff 

can be any time after midnight as long as you have a witness that will vouch for you.  Gates will be open at 
6:00 am. 

RULES 
No lights on aircraft. 

You must takeoff from SAC’s runways, grass or black top. 
You must takeoff from the ground (wheels, skis, skids, etc) no hand launches. 
You must fly for two minutes.  Your assistant will vouch for you. 
5. You can land (or crash) anywhere you want as long as you complied with the two minute flight time. 

Winners will get a First Flight Patch.  There will be patches for the first Nitro Plane, Electric Plane, and Helicop-
ter/Quad.  If you’re really, lucky you could even walk away with the First Crash patch! 

SAC ANNUAL TURKEY SHOOT 

Cash Prizes! 
1st-$50.00, 2nd-$30.00, 3rd-$20.00, 4th-10th, $10.00 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16th, beginning at 9 am sharp 

 
Easy enough for all to participate!.  Gas or electric airplanes will be acceptable.  No helicopters and no 

hand launches. Flying order will be determined by drawing names from a hat.  

 
(Three Rounds)  To speed up the round all three tasks will be completed consecutively.  Each round will 

include the following tasks:   
 

Timed Flight 
 

Take off from the asphalt runway, fly for 60 seconds then land on the asphalt runway as close to 60 seconds 
as possible.  One point will be awarded for each second up to 60 seconds.  One point will be deducted 
for each second over 60 seconds.  A 10 point bonus will be given for landing on the asphalt runway and 
remaining on the runway with the entire plane on the runway. (If plane goes into grass and back onto 
runway, no points will be awarded). 

 

Touch and Go 
 

Take off from the asphalt runway and perform one touch and go within a graduated landing point area.  (30, 
20 and 510points.)  A 10 point bonus will be given for landing on the asphalt runway and remaining on 
the runway with the entire plane on the runway. (If plane goes into grass and back onto runway, no 

points will be awarded). 
 

Landing Pattern 
 

Take off from the asphalt runway, complete a designated landing pattern around predetermined spots 

(cones) and land on the asphalt runway as quickly as possible.  The winning time will receive 30 points, 
second fasted time will receive 20 points and the third fastest time will receive 10 points).  A 10 point 
bonus will be given for landing on the asphalt runway and remaining on the runway with the entire plane 
on the runway. (If plane goes into grass and back onto runway, no points will be awarded). 

 

SAC Members Only! 



 

 

2014 SAC OFFICERS 

President Greg Stevens 815.463.9044 

Vice President Bob Stroz 708.990.6269  

Safety Officer (Aircraft) Chuck Fritz 708.259.7928 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Mike Zubik 708.945.4548 

Secretary Sam Helmich 815.464.0048 

Treasurer Dale Thome 815.469.1944 

Board Member Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.798.7242 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Sam Helmich  Planes 815.464.0048 

Chuck Fritz Planes 708.259.7928 

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

(708) 747-4000 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 2015 

     Dues: $55 (Regular)    $10 (under 18)              **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you.  Emailed copies and paper copies 

picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________   AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________       Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:       

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________            Phone: (        ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note:  The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website.  If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s).  Example:    Email: ____________ 

   
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 

Dale Thome,  21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 

  


