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The Mustang Minute 

For those who weren’t able to make it to 

the last meeting here’s a recap of some of 
the items discussed that effect everyone, 
along with an update on some things 

learned about the contiuned Forest Pre-
serve permitting. 

First the field. As everyone knows we’ve 
had a a lot of rain in June, almost twice 
the normal amount.  As expected, with all 
the rain fall the field’s grass has been 
growing a lot!  I’ve received a handful of 

complaints related to why the grass, es-
pecially in the heli area, hasn’t been cut 
on a regular basis.  We are getting this 
worked out with the District.  Because of 
the rain, their crews are continuing to 

play catch up.  They are responsible for 

cutting the spectator area, heli areas, 
control line and along the perimeter of the 
roads and parking lots. 

I’ve had several conversations with Col-
leen and Joe regarding cutting, timing, 
etc. and they’ve assured me they are try-
ing to keep up.  Joe said that everything 

they cut, District wide, is done in rotation, 
with a priorty on the “groves”, meaning 
picnic areas with shelters that people 

rent, as the top priority.  Fields such as 
ours are secondary on the priority list.  
Once they get to fields like ours, they 
first do the detail cutting, such as weed 

whipping and smaller areas where they 
can get in and cut with the smaller mow-
ers.  Once that’s done, they follow up 
immediately, hopefully that same day, 
with the larger winged mowers in the 

wide open areas.  On occasion this last 
month, because they’ve been behind, 

they were able to do the detail work but 
weren’t always able to follow up with the 
larger equipment that same day.  This is 
why I’ve been fielding complaints that 
“They aren’t cutting all the areas,” or 
Why haven’t they touched the field in 

the last week.”  This is one of the main 
reasons we pay to have the plane area 
cut ourselves, so we have more control 
over the situation. 

Of course we can discuss as a group if 
we want to extend the areas that our 
crew cuts, however that will come at an 

increased monthly charge.  So that’s a 
conversation for another day.  So every-
one’s aware, I also sent Colleen a map 
that shows her the areas of responsibil-
ity along with an area the heli guys have 
asked to have cut shorter.   

Finally, one other “enhancement “ I’ve 

OKed for the field is installation of short 
PVC posts out in approach to the east-
west runway so that guys have an easier 

(Continued on page 5) 

Ongoing 
Talks 
Sound 

Promising 

June 29th SAC Picnic — Only a few of the about 50 attendees are shown 
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Over 100 Ready to Fly 

ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  

The store is now twice as big! 
(708) 597-4197  

“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!” 

GENTLE JUNGLE 

   

Strictly RC 

“Your 

Hobby Store 

Headquarters” 

 

7713 W. Lawrence 

Norridge, IL 

(708) 456-9100 

www.strictlyrc.net 

 

1551 S. 94th Ave.. 

Orland Park, IL. 60462 

Phone: 

708.349.(TOYS)8697 

Fax 

708.349.4001 

Website 

www.hobbytown.com/ilop 

Email 

htusaopil@sbcglobal.net 

    June 2014 Meeting Minutes 

By Sam Helmich 
    Secretary 

Suburban Aero Club of Chicago  
Minutes of 

General Monthly Meeting 
 June 13, 2014 

At the VFW club in Tinley Park, IL. 
Sam Helmich, Secretary. 

 
Meeting called to order at : 7:00 pm, 
by President Greg Stevens. There were 
56 members present. No visitors. 

Reports by Committees or Officers:  

Secretary Minutes:  By Sam Helmich.  

A motion to accept the minutes as read, 
was made by Bob and second by Jim. 
Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: By Dale Thorne.  A 
motion to accept the treasures report as 
read was made by Ron W  and second by 

Mike Zubic. Motion Carried. 

Safety Officers:  

Planes - Pete Dennis.   Nothing to re-
port. 

Helicopter - Mike Zubic. With the high 
grass the heli guys have been flying a bit 
to the north from the usual spot. Every-

one is getting along well. Keep it up.  

Field:  Ron and Sam have a meeting 
with the CCFPD, as do all the clubs in-

volved with the CCFPD, on June 23rd, due 
to a conversation that Ron started with 
Arnold Randall General Superintendent of 
the CCFPD at the downtown event held 

on the 10th. It seems that he was una-
ware of the pending permits that were 
discussed at the last meeting that all the 
clubs had with the CCFPD back in April. 
This is a continued discussion on the new 
permitting process, and next year’s per-

sonnel permits they are talking about 
implementing. Stay tuned for more on 
this. 

Discussion was had on the field and 
maintenance, around fertilizing and grass 

cutting. Some expressed a view that fer-
tilizing is a waste of money, while others 

thought it is needed along with other 
processes like seeding and aerating to 
stimulate grass to fill in the empty spots. 
We are of course NOT trying to get the 
grass to grow higher, but to fill in the 
small spots that have no grass. The big-
gest determining factor is rain to keep 

improving the field. So if anyone has in-
fluence in this area we could use a good 
word. 

Past Events: Memorial Day Float Fly had 

33 flyers and 30 spectators,  CCFPD 
downtown event on June 10th,  

Future Events: June 23rd Meeting with 

CCFPD on permits. Float Fly’s June 21st,  
June 29th  SAC Club Picnic. July 5th and 
19th Float Flys, July 29th SAC Warbird 
day. 

Unfinished Business:  Voting took 
place for Treasure, VP Plane Safety and 
VP. Bob Strotz was reelected to VP and 

Dale Thorne reelected to Treasure, A 
write in candidate Chuck Fritz was elect-
ed to VP Plane Safety. 

New Business: New Flag Pole at the 

field was donated by the Thornton Quar-
ry, Dave Wenslauskis and Chris Pronoitis.   

Gooney Bird  Dave Lee for getting a 
new radio, and asking for help over the 
phone, he was told to pick a blank model 
to start with, after a moment Dave said 
they are all full with some model called 
“ACRO”. He actually nominated himself 
for the prestigious award. 

Meeting Adjourned at:  9:00 pm 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

 

GOONEY! 
 

As discussed above, Dave Lee took 
home the June Gooney Bird.  Dave is 
shown below. 

http://www.strictlyrc.net
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Clockwise from top left:  Chris Baker with the Bristol Blenheim,  Rex Plattner 
with  his converted free flight, and Al Myers with the Super Pro-tender 

At the June meeting, Rex Plattner showed off an apparent old-timer that he 
described as “Just an old free flight that I wanted to make into RC.”  Rex scratch 
built the two-channel wood-constructed model from plans and covered it in red 
and white Monokote. The 48 inch span plane is 50 inches long and is powered by 

an Excede Alpha 400 motor and 2-cell battery.  Rex controls it with a Spektrum 
radio. 

Chris Baker showed and discussed his Bristol Blenheim light bomber that he 
built from an old Balsacraft kit.  The model is wood and fiberglass construction, 
and Chris finished it in the colors of the Lexingburg Division including handmade 
vinyl decals.  The plane includes flaps, and Chris added electric retracts in order 

to convert it from hand launch.  Its two Turnigy 30-38 outrunners are powered 

by a 4 cell, 4500 mAh lipo.  With a 60 inch span and 49 inch length, the model 
weighs in at 72 ounces. 

Al Myers displayed and described the Super Pro-tender, a super light electric 
that he designed and built.  The 3 lb 15.8 oz model sports a 1084 sq in wing that 
is free of tip stall.  Al claimed it will do 10 foot loops and turn on a dime.  It has 
good straight-up performance and a 10 MPH landing speed.  The planes wood 

frame is covered with purple and black Ultrakote, has a span of 65.5 inches, and 
is 52 inches long. Al has outfitted it with an AX1 282608 direct drive motor pow-
ered by a 3s 4000 mAh LiPo.  Al specifically pointed out the Maxx aluminum and 
foam wheels which, though expensive, are light and provide extended wear. 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

 

 

 

 

Bestitched 

 

Embroidery & Imprinting 

Phone: 708.754.9070 

Fax: 708.754.9090 

 

410 Ashland Ave.  

Suite 100 

Chicago Heights, Il. 60411 

 

Find us on the Web at 

bestiched.com 
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Above:  June  29 SAC Annual Picnic was enjoyed by about 50 people, served a great meal, and got some new 
young flyers involved.  Tom Lustig’s F4U Corsair model, with its operating radial engine attracted lots of atten-
tion...whether in the air or on the ground. 
 
Below:  SAC exhibited at the June 10 FPDCC  Live Healthy, Discover Nature event at the Daley Plaza and gave 
attendees an opportunity to try out a flight simulator. 



 

 

time lining up for final approach.  These will be placed at 
the edge of the tall grass and will be no taller than the 
grass.  Kurt Romandine has agreed to construct them 

and install them within the next week or so.  We’ll see 
how it goes, and everyone is welcome to give me feed-
back.  I”m sure that goes without saying! 

Onto the next topic, that of the Live Healthy, Discover 
Nature event held by the Forest Preserve District at Da-
ley Plaza.  This year was my first time to attend along 
with Ron Wegrzn, Bob Stroz, Bob Van Huis, Frank 

Truppes and his son Nick and wife April.  Unfortunate-
ly the weather was terrible, with cool weather and rain.  
The rain held off for most of the morning but picked up 
around noon time when most everbody comes out of 
their offices.  The one silver lining of the day was that 
we talked with Arnold Randall, the General Superinten-

dent for the Forest Preserve District.  He apparently 
knew very little regarding the new permitting structure 

that we’ve been talking to Daniel Betts about.  So much 
so, that he immediately said he would call a meeting to 
discuss.  In less than 24 hours we received emails set-
ting up a meeting with him and the other clubs to dis-
cuss.  I wasn’t able to attend, but Ron and Sam were 

there. They did a wonderful job of note taking and have 
filled me in on the details.  Regarding the permits,  big-
gest take away from the meeting was that nothing will 
happen until 2016 at the earliest.  The second big take 
from this is that they really are beginning to see the 
clubs as partners in helping take care of the Preserves 
and that they really want to have a more ongoing com-

munication channel between all clubs and the District.  
They are still going through the questionaires that we 
returned to them and havn’t begun to formulate the de-
tails of the permit structure.  So, for now at least, it 

sounds as if nothing will change until at least 2016. 

Lastly, we held our annual club picnic on June 29th.  The 

weather started out a little “iffy” with showers around 
6:00 am, but by 10:00 the rain had dissipated and the 
skies were blue with a lot of white cumulous clouds.  
The breezy conditions helped keep the heat bearable 

and, all in all, it turned out to be a great day.  We had 
around 50 registered guests and it was great to see 
everyone bringing out family and friends, especially the 
younger kids.  Everyone was treated to the “Tom Lust-
ig Show” when Tom began flying his new giant scale 
Vought F4U Corsair complete with radial engine.  The 
plane was a crowd pleaser as it strafed the runway over 

and over. It even got a review of “that’s so cool!” from 
daughter Kaylie who had her first day of actual stick 
time on a real plane.  As always I would like to thank 
everyone who helped set up and volunteered to help, 
especially Ron who took care of the food orders and get-
ting everything  to the field, unloaded and set up.  I’d 

also like to thank Jean Sheerin, the Deputy Director of 
Recreation, Volunteer Resources and Permits at the For-
est Preserve District, who stopped by to talk to Ron and 

me about our club and to see and understand first hand 
what we really do.  Ron and I both felt that she was 
very impressed with our entire event and facility.  This 
will go along way to help solidify what we do, and how 

active our club can be in partnering with the Forest  Pre-
serve District. 

Until next time, happy flying! 

(The Mustang Minute, Continued from page 1) 

WINNERS! 
 

V.P. Stroz graciously awarded two major 
prizes at the June raffle.  Pictured below are 
Ed Henschel with his U-Can-Do 3D and Ken 
Burmeister with his Escapde. 

 
July Raffle Grand Prize  

 
 

Choose one of these 46 Size All-Wood 
ARF’s from VQ Models!   

Clockwise from right are A6M5 Zero, FW-
190 and P-51D VooDoo.  All are suitable 

for either nitro or electric power. 
 

And lots of other good prizes, too ! 

 



 

 

2014 SAC OFFICERS 

President Greg Stevens 815.463.9044 

Vice President Bob Stroz 708.990.6269  

Safety Officer (Aircraft) Chuck Fritz 708.259.7928 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Mike Zubik 708.945.4548 

Secretary Sam Helmich 815.464.0048 

Treasurer Dale Thome 815.469.1944 

Board Member Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.798.7242 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Sam Helmich  Planes 815.464.0048 

Chuck Fritz Planes 708.259.7928 

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

(708) 747-4000 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 2014 

     Dues: $55 (Regular)    $10 (under 18)              **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you.  Emailed copies and paper copies 

picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________   AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________       Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:       

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________            Phone: (        ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note:  The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website.  If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s).  Example:    Email: ____________ 

   
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 

Dale Thome,  21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 

  


