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It’s now December 10, 2016 and, as I’m 
writing this, another flying season is com-
ing to a close as we set our sights on the 
2017 flying season. Preparations are al-
ready underway for scheduling our events 
and running our permits for the year. By 
the time you’re reading this we’ll only 
have a little more than a week before 
Christmas. Unfortunately, our December 
meeting will be after Christmas, but fortu-
nately we’ll still have time to celebrate. 
It’s been suggested by a few of our mem-
bers that we have coffee and donuts at 
the meeting. So that being said, coffee 
and donuts is on Casey!! Oh, sorry I’m so 
used to him winning everything I just as-
sumed! No, coffee and donuts will be on 
the club, so come on by for some freebies! 
Also, don’t forget we always raffle off mul-
tiple big prizes at the December meeting 
and this one is no exception. The main 
prize will be a brand new Spektrum DX-8 
transmitter followed by numerous other 
planes and prizes. As always, the amount 
spent on tickets will determine how much 
we raffle off. This year I’m setting up the 
winnings a little differently so that it’s fair-
er and alleviates the problem of the first 
winner always getting the best prize. This 
year the winning ticket holders will be put 
into a lottery and then draw a number 
that corresponds to a certain prize. 

As we get set for another year, we’ll be 
having some changes at the Board level 
come January. We’ll be electing new 
Board members at our December meet-
ing.  As we know, Sam Helmich will be 
stepping down as Secretary and Bob 
Stroz, who was interim Heli Safety Of-
ficer, will be stepping down from his post. 
Dale Disabato is running for Secretary 
and Ed Labedz is running for Safety Of-
ficer and since they are running unop-
posed, they certainly will be our new offic-
ers unless something of cataclysmic pro-
portions happens! I’ve agreed to run for 
the sixth year. However, I’m serious when 

I say this will be my last year to run for 
President. I have no problem with filling in 
another position, however I feel It’s time 
for someone new, someone with fresh 
ideas, to take the lead.  There is an elec-
tion ballot so please print off a copy and 
bring it to the meeting on December 27th 
to vote.  

At our November meeting we had an up-
date from Mike on the weather station and 
it appears we may be getting closer to 
having it become a reality at our field. 
Mike Zubik found an article written by 
the Arvada Associated Modelers of Colora-
do. They overcame many of the same ob-
stacles we’re encountering (lack of electri-
cal power and internet connection) by us-
ing a setup described in the article start-
ing on page 5. We’re looking into a setup 
supplied by Davis Weather Monitoring and 
are confident that one of their setups will 
be right for our field. We’re trying to get a 
Davis representative to one of our upcom-
ing meetings to discuss our options and 
cost scenarios.  

We had another successful Turkey Shoot 
on November 13. The weather cooperated 
just fine for mid-November with sunshine 
and a little wind, but nothing that couldn’t 
be handled well. We ended up with eight 
guys, less than last year, but still enough 
for everyone to enjoy the fun and shoot 
for the coveted first place prize money. 
We held two rounds with three events per 
round. The events included a timed flight, 
bomb drop, and dead stick landing. At the 
end of round one, Luke Jolitz was killing 
it leading, being the only one of the pilots 
that hit the target on his dead stick land-
ing. Casey Clements was in second place 
after nailing his timed flight and landing 
bonus points. I was a respectable third, 
only 3 points behind Casey. At the end of 
the second round Luke extended his lead 
by nailing a second dead stick landing in 
the target with Casey faltering on his and 
missing the target. In the end, Luke 
placed first, Ron Wegrzyn sneaked into 
second place by nailing his timed flight 
and landing bonus, and I remained in 
third place. The remaining five places 
were scored as John York (4), Casey 
Clements (5), Rob Walker (6), Fred 
Bermeister (7), and Jim Klee (8). Eve-
ryone had a fun time and took away a 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Strictly RC 

“Your 

Hobby Store 

Headquarters” 

 

7713 W. Lawrence 

Norridge, IL 

(708) 456-9100 

www.strictlyrc.net 

 

1551 S. 94th Ave.. 

Orland Park, IL. 60462 

Phone: 

708.349.(TOYS)8697 

Fax 

708.349.4001 

Website 

www.hobbytown.com/ilop 

Email 

htusaopil@sbcglobal.net 

Please support 
our Sponsors! 

Over 100 Ready to Fly 
ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  
The store is now twice as big! 

(708) 597-4197  
“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!” 

GENTLE JUNGLE 

Please support 
our Sponsors! 

 

Bestitched 

 

Embroidery & Imprinting 

Phone: 708.754.9070 

Fax: 708.754.9090 

 

410 Ashland Ave.  

Suite 100 

Chicago Heights, Il. 60411 

 

Find us on the Web at 

bestiched.com 

 

Winner! 
 

Bill Callaghan won the November raffle’s grand prize, 

a quad copter, and is shown below  proudly displaying 

it.  It looks like it  can be flown indoors during this frig-

id weather without breaking the blades or chewing up 

the walls like your editor frequently does.  Congratula-

tions to Bill!  

Editors Note:  The November meeting minutes were note received 
in time for inclusion in this issue of The Dope Can 

November Show and Tell 
 
Daniel Schroeder presented his Align 500  Heli at the November meeting.  This 

unit, with a Zenoa 2B motor, 5 servos, and a 5000 mAh battery is of carbon fiber 

and fiberglass construction.  Daniel uses a Spektrum radio.  He says this model is 

of good quality but is not one he would recommend to others. 

http://www.strictlyrc.net
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First Flight of 2017 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For brave souls only!  Official sunrise is 7:18 am for January 1, 2017, but takeoff can be any 
time after midnight as long as you have a witness that will vouch for you.  Gate will be open 
at 6:00am 
 
RULES 
 
1. No lights on aircraft. 

2. You must takeoff from SAC’s runways, grass or black top. 

3. You must takeoff from the ground (wheels, skis, skids, etc) no hand launches. 

4. You must fly for two minutes.  Your assistant will vouch for you. 

5. You can land (or crash) anywhere you want as long as you complied with the two 
minutes flight time. 

 
For the winners efforts you will get a First Flight Patch Nitro, First Flight Patch Electric, and 
of course the First Crash Patch.  Yes you can get First Crash and First Flight; I did last year  
 

Ron Wegrzyn 
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little prize money.  

Don’t forget that we’ll be having our First Flight/First Crash contest on Sunday, January 1 beginning as early as you 
want to show up. (Usually at the break of dawn). There will be a patches for the first nitro/gas flight and electric 
flight.  The coveted first crash patch will be available if needed! As tradition has it, we’ll convene at the Egg and I on 
Harlem Avenue in Tinley Park for breakfast. The rules are posted on page 3 of this Dope Can. 

Here’s wishing you and your family a very happy holiday and wonderful 2017!! 

Greg 

The Mustang Minute (Continued from page 1) 
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December Grand Raffle 
 
The Spectrum Dx8 at right is just one of 
 

Many Grand Prizes 
 

to be raffled off at the December Meeting 
 

Come! 
 

Buy Tickets! 
 

Win! 
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Arvada Associated Modelers Article 
on 

Weather Station Solution 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 2017 

     Dues: $55 (Regular)    $10 (under 18)              **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you.  Emailed copies and paper copies 
picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________   AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________       Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:       

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________            Phone: (        ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note:  The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website.  If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s).  Example:    Email: ____________ 

   
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 

Dale Thome,  21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 

  

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

(708) 747-4000 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 

2016 SAC OFFICERS 

President Greg Stevens 815.463.9044 

Vice President Mike Zubik 708.945.4548 

Safety Officer (Airplanes) Chuck Fritz 708.259.7928 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Bob Stroz 708.990.6269 

Secretary Sam Helmich 815.464.0048 

Treasurer Dale Thome 815.469.1944 

Board Member Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.798.7242 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Sam Helmich  Planes 815.464.0048 

Chuck Fritz Planes 708.259.7928 


