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  By: Greg Stevens  

                                                                               President 
The Mustang Minute 

Now that we’re officially into spring it’s 
time to start getting serious about doing 
some real flying, not this indoor stuff only 
Midwesterners do.  The weather is actual-

ly beginning to get a little warmer with 
highs projected in the 50’s and 60’s, a 
welcome relief from the 6 inches of snow 
I had to scrape off my driveway just a 
week ago.  As I’m readying my planes for 
the upcoming season, I’m trying to be 
diligent and be extra safety conscious by 

giving all my planes a shakedown before 
running eagerly out to the field and find-
ing out too late that something isn’t right.  

Believe me, I’ve done it and I know a lot 
of you’ve done it!  We get so excited to 
get back to flying that we either leave 

something important at home on our work 
bench, like fuel or a glow starter, (not 
that I’ve done this!!)  or even something 
more silly like a transmitter.   I know 
we’re all eager to rush out and start fly-
ing, but be safe by first checking all the 
critical components including control link-

ages, batteries, and electronics, before 
you fire up the engine and get airborne.  
Make a check list of the important essen-
tial items and tools that you’ll need.  Once 
airborne, it’s too late.     

As discussed at the March meeting, this 
spring we’ve been dealing with a new For-

est Preserve District of Cook County 
(FPDCC) permitting structure that could 
affect our events, specifically our float flys 
and larger gatherings.  We learned of this 
more than a month ago when Sam 
Helmich contacted the FPDCC, as he 

does every year, to secure our permits for 
the upcoming season.  As a follow up to 
what Sam found, Ron Wegrzyn and I 
have had separate conversations with the 
“higher ups” at the FPDCC to discuss this 

and to try to understand the impact on 
the club.  I had a lengthy conversation 
with Daniel Betts, Superintendent of Per-
mits and Recreational Activities concern-

ing the new structure and how it affects 
special interest groups like us.  He said 
that the new policy was put into place 
mainly for the general public and, in his 

opinion, didn’t adequately address spe-
cial interest groups such as the flying 
clubs. He promised to delve into this 

more by researching existing ordinances 
to see how they align with the new poli-
cy.  He would then make a recommen-
dation to his superior on how this should 
be handled.  He went on to say that he 
would like to set up a meeting prior to 

April 1st of all the special interest groups, 
including SAC, Palos, Model Masters and 
others, to discuss and come to a resolu-
tion. 

We don’t now have all the answers on 
how policy changes will affect our 

events, except that permits will likely 

cost more this year.  Below is what we 
do know of the new policy for the gen-
eral public.  The extent to which it af-
fects us will be decided in the next 
month or so. 

A general permit fee of $20.00/ hour 
will apply. 

A permit is required for an event of 
25 people or more. 

A permit is required for tents larger 
than 10’ x 10’. 

A permit may be required for using 
any kind of equipment, including 

generators. 

A permit is required if event is 
charging a fee or selling any-
thing.   

We are continuing to monitor this situa-
tion and hope to know by our April 
meeting exactly what we will be paying, 

whether we will need to adjust our 
schedule of events, and what we can 
and can’t do at the field without a per-
mit.  In the meantime, we can continue 

(Continued on page 2) 

Permits, 
Permits, 

and 
More 

Permits! 
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Over 100 Ready to Fly 

ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  

The store is now twice as big! 
(708) 597-4197  

“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!” 

GENTLE JUNGLE 

   

Strictly RC 

“Your 

Hobby Store 

Headquarters” 

 

7713 W. Lawrence 

Norridge, IL 

(708) 456-9100 

www.strictlyrc.net 

 

1551 S. 94th Ave.. 

Orland Park, IL. 60462 

Phone: 

708.349.(TOYS)8697 

Fax 

708.349.4001 

Website 

www.hobbytown.com/ilop 

Email 

htusaopil@sbcglobal.net 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

    March 2014 Meeting Minutes 

By Sam Helmich 
    Secretary 

Homer Glen Electric Flyers Schedule 

15711 Bell Road, Homer Glen, IL 60491 
All dates are Fridays, 7 to 9:30 PM 

April 4, 11 & 25 

to use our field as we have in the past.  
Just be aware that the Forest Preserve 
Police may be on the lookout for genera-

tors.  You may be required to obtain a 
permit for this use.    

Until next time, be safe and fly straight. 

(Mustang Minute, Continued from page 1) 

Winner! 
 

Art Melnick won the grand prize of the 
March raffle.  Instead of one of the of-
fered planes, Art opted for a opted for a 
crisp Benjamin Franklin.   

Editors Note:  March minutes 

were unavailable at press time. 

http://www.strictlyrc.net
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Bestitched 

 

Embroidery & Imprinting 

Phone: 708.754.9070 

Fax: 708.754.9090 

 

410 Ashland Ave.  

Suite 100 

Chicago Heights, Il. 60411 

 

Find us on the Web at 

bestiched.com 

Mike Sula, shown at top left, displayed his 1/6 scale F-16 at the 
March meeting.  Mike scratch built the turbine powered model from 
plans using wood and fiberglass, and completed it with a lacquer fin-
ish.  The jet is 9 feet long with a 6 foot wing span.  Members are hold-

ing their breaths waiting for Mike to fly this beauty! 

John Gildroy, shown at top right, treated the March attendees to an-
other of his uniquely modified aircraft.  This foam Ultimate Bipe from 
Horizon Hobbies is now powered by two ducted fans in rather unique 
cowlings.  Looks like this baby carries some heavy armament, as well. 

Donovan Houlihan is shown at the right holding his innovative air-
propelled car constructed for an event at Illinois State University.  He 

demonstrated the car’s operation at the March meeting.  The two foot 
long craft is constructed from wood,  powered by a 300 size electric 
motor and 2-cell battery, and requires only one servo. 

Bob Haas is shown at lower right holding his P-51.  Bob bought this 
model at SAC’s auction this past October without motor or receiver.  
He has since added a Tiger .61 engine.  The model uses 6 servos and 

has operating flaps.  It is 45 inches long with a 50 inch wing span. 
 



 

 

 

Grand Prize for April Raffle 

Great Planes Big Stik 60 ARF 
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Mr.  Complacent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t Ignore Mr. Complacent by Sticking Your Head in 

the Sand — He Doesn’t Go Away! 

Complacency is the bane of personal safety.  No matter 
how vigilant we are, as time goes by with no problems 
occurring, we become complacent and let our guard 
down.  Bad things occur when you least expect it.  So, 
to be safe, you must expect the worst to happen. 

To become complacent and ignore good safety and com-
mon sense practices, just because you’ve never had a 

problem, is like playing Russian roulette.  It’s just a 
matter of time when your good luck will run out. 

As an example, you’ve become complacent if you don’t 
use a hold down to secure your plane, don’t open up the 

field box for access to the emergency equipment, or 

don’t check batteries and perform pre-flight checks on 
your plane, etc. 

Mr. Complacent is a villain patiently waiting for you to 

momentarily get careless……then he strikes. 

You don’t hold down your plane because you are extra 
careful……He’s watching you! 

Your plane kind of “glitches” but then seems OK, proba-
bly nothing to worry about…..He loves to see spectacu-
lar crashes. 

You don’t use safety glasses, dust masks or other need-

ed protective equipment when building your 
planes….He’s sadistic and likes to cause pain. 

The cure for complacency is a deliberate effort to apply 

safety strategies in the absence of perceived danger.  
The key is to form safety habits that you apply daily in 
all your activities which certainly include your hobby. 

Don’t ignore complacency by putting your head in the 
sand.  It doesn’t go away.  It requires constant attention 
to prevent it from adversely affecting your life. 

Remember, Mr. Complacent is watching as we begin a 
new flying season. 

Fly safely, and insist your fellow pilots do the same. 
 

(This article is reprinted from the March 2011 Edition of 
The Dope Can) 

A great second airplane or all-around aerobatic fun-flyer!   
Step up from your Trainer! 

 

Lots of other great prizes, too! 



 

 

 

 

Fox Valley Aero Club 
Open House 

April 26
th 

 
The Fox Valley Aero Club is extending an 
open invitation to all club members to join 
them for a fun day of flying at an Open House 
they’re hosting at their club field in St. 
Charles, Illinois, Saturday, April 26th (weather 
permitting) from 9 am to 5 pm.  This is an 
informal, non-structured, fun-fly type of event 
and is open to all current AMA members and 
all classes of aircraft. 



 

 

2014 SAC OFFICERS 

President Greg Stevens 815.463.9044 

Vice President Bob Stroz 708.990.6269  

Safety Officer (Aircraft) Pete Dennis 708-207-4601 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Mike Zubik 708.945.4548 

Secretary Sam Helmich 815.464.0048 

Treasurer Dale Thome 815.469.1944 

Board Member Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.798.7242 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Sam Helmich  Planes 815.464.0048 

Tim Agee Planes 708-878-0290  

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

(708) 747-4000 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 2014 

     Dues: $55 (Regular)    $10 (under 18)              **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you.  Emailed copies and paper copies 

picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________   AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________       Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:       

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________            Phone: (        ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note:  The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website.  If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s).  Example:    Email: ____________ 

   
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 

Dale Thome,  21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 

  



 

 

 


