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         President 
President’s Message 

As I write this the temperature outside is 
5 degrees F, which is 10 degrees warmer 
than it was at sunrise on January 1 when  
a handful of hardy (some might say  
crazy) members met at the field for the 
First Flight event. The windchill was -25.  
As usual, Ron Wegrzyn got the patch for 
first fixed wing flight while I flew the first 
multicopter.  Two other successful (by 
which I mean the model came down in-
tact) flights were made before the group 
retired for breakfast at Cracker Barrel. 
This year the club is returning to a more 
regular meeting schedule.  With one ex-
ception, meetings will be on the 2nd 
Thursday of each month.  As a conse-
quence  there are only 16 days between 
the December 2017 and January 2018 
meetings, with the  result that this issue 
of the Dope Can is rather abbreviated.  
Once we settle into the regular schedule  
we will have more time to put the Dope 
Can together.   At the end of this issue I 
have asked our new Dope Can editor, 
Rich Stroup, to put the club’s Constitu-
tion and Bylaws, since the board will be 
bringing proposals for two fairly minor 
changes to the wording at the next 
meeting. One of these concerns club 
standing committees, and the other the 
office of Safety Officer – Multirotor (a 
position that has never been filled).  Two 
other issues addressed at the board 
meeting concerned the structure of the 
raffles and the appointment of an interim 
Vice President following the resignation 
of the elected VP.  According to our By-
laws, the interim VP will serve until the 
next regularly scheduled election in June.  
The board felt that with a brand new 
President it was important to have an 
experienced individual as VP during the 
transition, and so the board asked Ron 
Wegrzyn if he would fill in for the next  5 
months.  
Something I wish to do during the course 
of the year is to revitalize the program 
component at the club meetings.  I shall 
be surveying the membership to find out 
what would be of interest.  I am thinking 
of having presentations on topics like 
advanced programming of computerized 
transmitters, using an airbrush, cover-
ing, vendor presentations, etc.  Let me 
know if you have any ideas for things 
you would like to see. 
Finally I would like to thank our retiring 

President Greg, and Dope Can Editor 

Phil, for all the hard work they have done 

for the club during their terms in office. 

December Raffle  
Winners 

2018 Meeting Dates 
 

Second Thursday of each month except 
for the June meeting which will be on 
the 21st 
 

January 11 

February 8 

March 8 

April 12 

May 10 

June 21 

July 12 

August 9 

September 13 

October 11 

November 8 

(left to right) Jack Gildroy,Greg Stevens,Rob 
Walker,Bob Seymour,and Dale Disabato 
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Please support 
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Bestitched 
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Phone: 708.754.9070 

Fax: 708.754.9090 

 

410 Ashland Ave.  

Suite 100 

Chicago Heights, Il. 60411 

 

Find us on the Web at 

bestiched.com 

 

December 2017 Meeting Minutes 

Suburban Aero Club of Chicago (SAC)  
Minutes of General Monthly Meeting, December 26, 2017 

Held at the VFW club in Tinley Park, IL. 
Dale Disabato, Secretary. 

 
Meeting called to order at: 7:05 pm, by President Greg Stevens, followed by The Pledge of Alle-

giance.  There were 36 members present 

New Members/Guests: None 

Board Members present:  Greg Stevens, Dale Disabato, Dale Thome, Ron Wegrzyn, and Ed 
Labedz  

Board Members not present: Chuck Fritz 

Reports by Committees or Officers: 

Secretary’s Report: By Dale Disabato.  Minutes of the November 28, 2017 meeting 
were read.  

Motion to accept Secretary’s Report as read was made by Rob Walker, Seconded by 
Rich Stroup. Motion Carried.  

Treasurer’s Report: By Dale Thome.  A motion to accept the Treasures Report as read, 
was made by Jim Klee, Seconded by Casey Clements. Motion Carried. 

Safety Officers Reports:  

Planes: No Report 

Helicopter: No Report 

Website: No Report 

Field: No Report 

Old Business: Nothing 

Past Events: Nothing 

New Business: Voting for President, Secretary and Helicopter Safety was held: 

 Congratulations go to: President: John Kallend 

      Secretary: Dale Disabato 

                  Helicopter Safety Officer: Ed Labedz 

A big Thank You and Round of Applause went to outgoing President Greg Stevens for his six 
years of hard work and dedication to the club.  He now assumes his new role on the Board as 
Past President. 

If you haven’t heard the news: The F.A.A. rules on unmanned aircraft is back, signed into law by 
President Donald Trump.  If you had an F.A.A number previously, you don’t have to sign up 
again.  You are still in the system.  Your F.A.A. and A.M.A. #’s may be displayed INSIDE your fuse-
lage. They DO NOT have to be displayed on the outside of your aircraft.   

Show and Tell: Chris Baker brought in his Dynam  Electric B-26 from Motion RC. 
Foam Fuselage Length is 44.3”, Wingspan of 59”, and weight at approximately 83oz.  
Motors are stock 3512-650kv’s. Four bladed props and 9 Servos in all. Battery used is 
a Turnigy 4s 4000 mAh. Anything larger will fry the electrical system. Plane comes 
with retracts and lights. Chris stripped off the silver paint and used Krylon’s Olive 
Drab Green for the main color & Grey primer for the belly. The name on the side of 

(Continued on page 4) 
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FIRST FLIGHT 2018 
By Ron Wegrzyn 

 
It was mighty cold, minus 24 wind chill, but a few diehards made it out to the field for 2018 First 
Flight.  I opened the gate at 6am with Derick right behind me.  A small crowd quickly started arriv-
ing.  Rich, John, Luke, Bill, Jim and that was it.  Rich talked me into taking off at 6:17 and all went 
well.  Flew for 2 minutes and landed safely.  Had to walk to the east end of the blacktop and walk 
back into that west wind.  Wow was it cold felt like frost bit on my face.  John flew his quad copter 
and tried an electric plane, but the controls were messed up with the cold and no crash but a very 
short flight. Then off to the Cracker Barrel for breakfast.  It was great start of what I predict will be a 
great New Year for SAC.  Have fun and stay warm. 

 
First flight Electric Ron Wegrzyn 

 
First Flight Nitro Luke Jolitz 

 
First Crash?? 

 
First Helicopter?? 

 
First Quad Copter John Kallend 
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the plane is “Dinah Might”.  Custom graphics were done by Callie Graphics in California.  

Upcoming Events: Monday, January 1, 2018; First Flight/Crash of the New Year. Time: 6 – 6:30am. Breakfast at 
Cracker Barrel on Harlem and I-80 to follow.   

Indoor Flying: 

Monday, January 1, 2018; Midwest Sundowners Fun Fly and Sway Meet at the Sparta Dome in Crown Point 
IN. from Noon – 3pm. $20.00 Entry fee.  

Homer Glen Indoor Flying at Homer Jr. High School, located at 15711 Bell Rd.  Open from 7pm – 9:30pm. 
Cover charge of $3.00 to fly.  Must be an A.M.A. member.  
Dates are: January 19th, February 2nd, 9th & 23rd and March 2nd, 16th, and 23rd. 

 
Gooney Bird Award: None  
 
Next meeting:  THURSDAY, January 11, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
NOTE: Meetings will now be held on the 2nd Thursday of every month as it used to be in years                         
past, with the exception of June. Junes date will be the 3rd Thursday of that month due to a conflict with the 
V.F.W. A reminder will be posted in the May News Letter. 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR. BE SAFE IN YOUR HOLIDAY TRAVELS. 
 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Show and Tell 

Chris Baker’s B-26 see above meeting minutes for details 



 5 

5 

2017SAC OFFICERS 

President John Kallend 708.712.3850 

Vice President Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

Safety Officer (Aircraft) Chuck Fritz 708.259.7928 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Ed Labedz 708.460.4349 

Secretary Dale Disabato 815.690.9366 

Treasurer Dale Thome 630.640.7203 

Board Member Greg Stevens 815 463 9044 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.712.3850 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Chuck Fritz Planes 708.259.7928 

   

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

(708) 747-4000 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 2018 

 Dues: $55 (Regular)  $10 (under 18)  **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you. Emailed copies and paper copies 
picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________ AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________ Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:   

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________ Phone: ( ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note: The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website. If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s). Example: Email: ____________ 

  
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 
Dale Thome, 21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 
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CONSTITUTION 
 

Suburban AeroClub of Chicago 
 

ARTICLE 1 – NAME 
 
The name of this club shall be the Suburban AeroClub of Chicago, Inc. 
 
ARTICLE 2 – PURPOSE 
 
Section 1.  The purpose of this club shall be to promote the building and flying of model aircraft in the south suburban area of Metro-
politan Chicago and to aid, insofar as possible, the national program of the AMA and other AMA activities, continuing to seek ad-
vancement in radio control equipment, model design, construction techniques, and the improvement of performance in all categories 
of radio control model aircraft. 
 
Section 2.  All special or local enterprises of the Suburban AeroClub of Chicago, Inc. shall conform to the policies of the Academy 
of Model Aeronautics (AMA) and to the regulations of that organization governing model aircraft activities. 
 
ARTICLE 3 – MEMBERSHIP 
 
Section 1.  Membership in the Suburban AeroClub of Chicago, Inc. shall be open to all persons, regardless of race, creed, national 
origin, or sex.  When the work he, referring to the male-gender is used in this Constitution and By-Laws, is shall also refer to, and 
include- she, the female gender. 
 
Section 2.  Members MUST hold a current Academy of Model Aeronautics license and, if required by the Federal Communication 
Commission, a valid FCC license, amateur or technician license, and other such requirements as outlined in the organization by-
laws. 
 
Section 3.  A member in good standing shall be a paid up member possessing a current Academy of Model Aeronautics license and , 
if required, an FCC license.  
 
 

BY-LAWS 
 
ARTICLE 4 – OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
The officers and board of the Suburban Aeroclub of Chicago, Inc. shall be: 
 
President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Safety Officer (Aircraft) 
Safety Officer (Helicopter) 
Safety Officer (Multirotor) 
Retiring President 
The Board of Directors shall consist of the elected officers of the club and the immediate past president. 
 
ARTICLE 5 – DUTIES 
 
 President:  The President shall preside at all meetings of the club, and shall carry out the policies of the club as established by the 
Board of Directors, and shall act as spokesman for the club in all matters pertaining to the club. 
 
Vice President:  The Vice President shall preside at all meetings of the club in the absence of the President, and in the event of the 
inability of the President to perform his duties for any period of time, the Vice President shall act in his place. 
 
Secretary:  The Secretary shall keep a record of all meetings and attend to all normal club correspondence and the notification to all 
members of the regular business affairs and meetings of the club.  The Secretary shall be the custodian of all club records.   
 
Treasurer:  The Treasurer shall keep a record of all monies due, received and disbursed by the club.  He shall also attend to all finan-
cial matters, including payment for services or goods purchased by the club.  Purchase of goods and payment of bills must be ap-
proved by the Board of Directors.  A monthly financial statement must be presented to the membership.  All club funds must be kept 
in a bank account.  And all bills must be paid by check.  Checks shall be validated only by the signature of the club President or the 
club Treasurer.   
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Safety Officer (Aircraft):  Will keep records of accidents and incidents involving club activities, make regular safety reports to the 
club, and as appropriate, recommend changes in club rules and procedures to enhance the safety of members and guests. 
 
Safety Officer (Helicopter):  Will keep records of accidents and incidents involving club activities, make regular safety reports to 
the club, and as appropriate, recommend changes in club rules and procedures to enhance the safety of members and guests.  
 
Safety Officer (Multirotor):  Will keep records of accidents and incidents involving club activities, make regular safety reports to the 
club, and as appropriate, recommend changes in club rules and procedures to enhance the safety of members and guests. 
 
With the distance between the helicopter, fixed wing aircraft, and multirotor area it was felt that 3 Safety Officers would be appro-
priate. 
 
Board of Directors:  The Board of Directors shall act on all matters of general club policy. 
 
 
ARTICLE 6 – TERM OF OFFICE 
 
All officers of the Suburban AeroClub of Chicago, Inc. shall serve for a period of one year.  The terms in office of the President, 
Secretary, and Safety Officer (Helicopter) shall begin annually on January 1, and the term of office of the Vice President, Treasurer, 
Safety Officer (Aircraft), and Safety Officer (Multirotor) shall begin annually on July 1. 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 7 – NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 
 
Section 1.  The nominations for the office of President, Secretary, and Safety Officer (Helicopter) shall be made annually at the No-
vember meeting and the nominations for the office of Vice President, Treasurer, Safety Officer (Aircraft), and Safety Officer 
(Multirotor) shall be made annually at the May meeting.  Nominations may be made by a committee appointed by the President for 
his purpose and by nominations from the floor.   
 
In the event a nominating committee is not appointed, then all nominations may be made from the floor. 
 
Section 2.  The election for the offices of President, Secretary, Safety Officer (Helicopter) shall take place annually during the De-
cember meeting and the election for the offices of Vice President, Treasurer and Safety Officer (Aircraft) and Safety Officer 
(Multirotor) shall take place annually at the June meeting. 
 
Section 3.  Upon the assumption of office by the new President, the retiring President shall automatically become a member of the 
Board of Directors, filling the eighth position on the Board.  In the event the President shall be reelected, the eighth position of the 
Board of Directors shall continue to be filled by the member currently in that office, subject to ratification by a majority vote of the 
members. 
 
Section 4.  Election of officers shall be by regular ballot, or absentee ballot, provided for that purpose.  Election shall be by majority 
vote of the membership present at the election meeting plus the valid absentee ballots delivered to the Secretary prior to the comple-
tion of voting.  Absentee ballots must be signed.  The Board of Directors shall determine the ballot requirements.  In the event of ta 
tie vote, a  runoff election for the office involved shall be held as the first order of business at the following club meeting with as-
sumption of office taking place following the counting of ballots and announcement of results.   
 
ARTICLE 8 – VACANCIES 
 
A vacancy in office shall be filled by appointment of the Board of Directors, and appointees shall serve out the term of office. 
 
ARTICLE 9 – REMOVAL OF OFFICERS, BOARD MEMBERS OR MEMBERS 
 
A call for the removal of an officer or board member from office, or a member from membership, may be made at a regular meet-
ing.  If seconded and carried by a two-thirds vote of the members present the call for removal will be presented to the membership 
at the next regular meeting for vote by the membership and if carried by 2/3 of members present, the removal will be immediate. 
 
ARTICLE 10 – MEETINGS 
 
Section 1.  Regular meetings shall be held monthly.  A notice giving date, time and place of the next meeting shall be placed promi-
nently in the Dope Can. 
 
Section 2.  Board of Directors meetings shall be held as needed or at the request of any Board member.  At any Board of Directors 
meeting a quorum shall be the majority of the Board. 
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Section 3.  Meetings shall be conducted in accordance with the latest edition of Roberts Rules of Order. 
 
ARTICLE 11 – REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Section 1.  All regular business affairs, solicitations or similar enterprises conducted for the club shall be directed by the Board of 
Directors. 
 
Section 2.  At any club meeting, a decision must be passed by 51% of the members present.  At any Board of Directors meeting a 
quorum shall be the majority of the Board present. 
 
ARTICLE 12 – MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS 
 
Section 1.  There are four grades of membership as follows: 
 
Regular grade, for those members 19 through 65 years of age. 
Senior grade, for those members 65 years of age or older. 
Junior grade, for those members who have not yet reached their 19th birthday. 
Honorary Life grade, for those persons inducted into Life Membership by vote of the membership and then only upon a two-thirds 
majority vote of the entire membership.  Candidates for Honorary Life Membership shall be nominated by a club member in good 
standing.  Nomination for Honorary Life Membership shall be for exceptional service to the Suburban AeroClub of Chicago, Inc. or 
the sport of model aviation. 
 
Section 2.  Candidates for membership shall fulfill the following requirements before being considered for membership. 
 
Furnish proof of having an Academy of Model Aeronautics license and any required FCC license. 
Complete a written application for membership. 
 
Section 3.  Acceptance to club membership shall be automatic after completion of the above membership requirements and payment 
of dues in the absence of any formal objection bought to the attention of the Board of Directors the Board will have sole discretion 
in the disposition of any such objection. 
 
Section 4.  Those members letting their dues fall in arrears or not having a current AMA membership or required FCC license shall 
be dropped from the club. 
 
Section 5.  Those members leaving the club under the provisions of Article 9, Section 4, must reapply for membership and shall not 
be considered new applicants. 
 
Section 6.  Members shall be responsible for the safe operation of their aircraft in accordance with SAC Safety Rules. 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 13 – DUES AND FEES 
 
Annual membership dues shall be as follows: 
 
Section 1.  Annual Open Membership dues:  $55.00 due at the November meeting. 
 
Section 2.  Annual Senior Membership dues:  $55.00 due at the November meeting. 
 
Section 3.  Annual Junior Membership dues:  $10.00 due at the November meeting. 
 
Section 4.  Honorary Life Membership:  There shall be no annual dues for those persons inducted into Honorary Life Membership. 
 
Section 5.  Board of Directors members:  There shall be no annual dues for club officers and Board members. 
 
Section 6.  Dope Can Editor:  There shall be no annual dues for the Dope Can Editor or an assistant to the Editor. 
 
Section 7.  Web Master:  There shall be no annual dues for the Web Master. 
 
Section 8.  Special Assessment:  No special assessment shall be levied upon the club membership at any time, except by vote of the 
membership, and then only upon two-thirds majority vote of the entire membership.  Notification shall be mailed at least fourteen 
(14) days in advance of any proposed vote for any special assessment, so that all members shall have full knowledge of any assess-
ments to be considered. 
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ARTICLE 14 – SPECIAL FUNDS AND DONATIONS 
 

The Treasurer of the club is authorized to receive contributions or specially obtained funds from any individual, member, or 

institution, to be applied to the operation of the club. 

 
ARTICLE 15- COMMITTEES 

 
Section 1. Standing Committees of the club shall be: Contest, Field, Program, Banquet, and Fun Fly. Members of the commit-
tees shall be appointed by the President. 

 
Section 2. Special committees may be created and their duties defined only by the President and he shall appoint the members of 
said committees. 

 
ARTICLE 16 - NEWSLETTER 

 
A monthly newsletter shall be published by the Suburban Aero Club of Chicago, Inc. The name of the newsletter shall be “The 
Dope Can‟. The contents of, The Dope Can” shall include, but not be limited to, reports of club meetings, events, functions, club 
business, and items or articles pertaining to model aviation and of general interest to the membership. The editor of “The Dope Can” 
shall be appointed by the President with the concurrence of the Board of Directors. “The Dope Can” shall by the means of member 
notification of meetings and other club business affairs. 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 17- LOCATION 

 
The primary flying site of the Suburban Aero Club of Chicago Inc. for land based aircraft shall be the Cook County Forest Preserve 
District, Tinley Creek- Model Airplane Flying Field, located north of Vollmer Road and west of Cicero Avenue, Rich Township, 
and Unincorporated Cook County, Illinois. A secondary flying site, for water based aircraft, shall be located at the Cook County 
Forest Preserve , Midlothian Reservoir Forest Preserve, located north of 167th St and west of Cicero Avenue, Bremen Township, 
Unincorporated Cook County, Illinois 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 18 - AMENDMENTS 

 
Amendments may be made to the Constitution and these By laws at any general meeting of the club membership by a majority 
vote of the members present, provided that the members shall have been notified by ‟The Dope Can‟ prior to the meeting at 
which the amendment will be voted upon. Copies of the proposed amendment or amendments shall be provided to all Board 
members and to any member who may request the same. 

Amendment: Approved 09/1985 

 

Regular members that fail to pay their dues by the 1st day of February of the dues year will be assessed a late payment fee per 

month for all months not paid. 

 
Amendment: Approved 03/1989. 

 
The dues for new members joining after June 30 in any year shall be at the rate of 

 

Regular and senior grade membership: $4.00 per month for the remaining months or part months in the year. 

 
Junior grade membership: $1.00 per month for the remaining months or part months in the year. 

 
Amendment - approved 11/89. 

 
The financial records of the club shall be audited annually by an Audit Committee 

 
The audit committee shall be: the Vice President, and one other member of the club, appointed by the President, who may not 
be a member of the Board of Directors. The Audit Committee shall report its findings at the regular March meeting. 
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Amendment - approved 4/1993 

 
Establish a club account for future club expenses that would exceed the normal operating expenses; other not for profit purposes; or 
future acquisition of land. ACCESS to FUNDS: Funds can only be used if two thirds of the members present at a scheduled meeting 
vote in favor of using the funds. Notice of using these funds must be published in the previous month's Dope Can before both voting 
and using funds. This will be a line item in the operating budget. 
 

 
Amendment - approved 4/1993 

 

An Operating Budget will be compiled by the Board of Directors and presented to the members present at a regularly scheduled 

meeting no later than the February meeting of the year it is to become effective. 

 
1)   The operating Budget must be approved by a two thirds vote of the members present at the meeting the budget is pre-
sented. 

2)   The Operating Budget will be presented in the form of a simple balance sheet statement showing anticipated income (based on 

the previous year's income) and anticipated expenses. 

3)   Monies not expended in any line item in an approved Operating Budget will be returned to the 

Treasurer’s fund. 
4)   Monies needed over and above an approved line item of the Operating Budget will be obtained from the Treasurer’s account 
as approved by the Board of Directors who will be accountable for these additional expenditures to the membership at large. 

 
Amendment - approved 11/2004 

 
To add the Safety Officer Position to the Officers of the Suburban AeroClub of Chicago and make all appropriate editorial 
changes. 

 
approved  

 
To raise the annual membership dues to $50.00 for Open and Senior membership beginning 2007. 
 

approved 
 
Changed the location of the primary flying field to its present location, north of Vollmer Road, west of Cicero Ave.   
 

approved 
 
Article 11, Section 2- Amend “four-fifths” to “the majority” when referring to a Board quorum. 

 
approved 

 
Article 13, Section 1and Section 2 – To raise the annual membership dues to $55.00 for Open and Senior membership beginning 
2013. 
 
 
Amendment- approved 5/2016 
 
Article 5, F.  To add Safety Officer Position to the Officers for Multirotor of the Suburban AeroClub of Chicago and make all appro-
priate editorial changes. 


