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The Mustang Minute  

Another 
Summer 

Come and 
Gone 

Wounded Warrior Float Fly    by Ron Wegrzyn 

 

 

 

 

 

Well we made it, another summer come 
and gone.  How time flies, it seems like 
only 3 months ago when I was talking 

about the beginning of summer and all of 
the upcoming events, etc., etc. !  Oh, I 
guess that was 3 months ago.  Time flies 
when you’re having fun. 

I would like to thank everyone who made 
donations to the AMA’s Wounded Warrior 
Project campaign.  We had a very suc-
cessful float fly where 19 pilots came out 

(Continued on page 4) 

We had a super turn out and lotsa fun…19 flyers and many spectators.  This event 

was part of the AMA National Model Aviation Day, Wounded Warrior Project and I think 
we did our part.  When it was all said and done our donation to the Project was near 
$500.00.  All proceeds go to the Wounded Warriors.   

We had very few mishaps and a lot of flying.  The weather was great, nice and warm 
with just a slight breeze.  With nineteen fliers, the sky was full of airplanes at all 
times.  We had a lot of different planes…warbird, scale, and just plain fun planes…with 
great participation by SAC members and with flyers from all the local clubs..   

As usual, Frank Trupes did a great job at the cook tent to keep everyone well fed.  
Tom Lustig even tried out a couple of float planes so maybe we’ll get him hooked on 
flying off the water. 

I hope the Labor Day Float Fly will turn out as well.  Remember in September the last 
two Float Flys for 2014 will be on Saturday Sept. 6th, and SUNDAY Sept. 21st, due to 
the Woodland Swap on Saturday Sept. 20th. 

Aerial view of Wounded Warrior Float Fly August 16th at Twin Lakes, Cicero and 167th 
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Over 100 Ready to Fly 

ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  

The store is now twice as big! 
(708) 597-4197  

“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!” 

GENTLE JUNGLE 

   

Strictly RC 

“Your 

Hobby Store 

Headquarters” 

 

7713 W. Lawrence 

Norridge, IL 

(708) 456-9100 

www.strictlyrc.net 

 

1551 S. 94th Ave.. 

Orland Park, IL. 60462 

Phone: 

708.349.(TOYS)8697 

Fax 

708.349.4001 

Website 

www.hobbytown.com/ilop 

Email 

htusaopil@sbcglobal.net 

                         August 2014 Meeting Minutes  by Sam Helmich, Secretary 

Suburban Aero Club of Chicago  
Minutes of 

General Monthly Meeting 
 August 14, 2014 

At the VFW club in Tinley Park, IL. 
Sam Helmich, Secretary 

 

Meeting called to order at : 7:03 pm, 
by President Greg Stevens. There were 
43 members present. New member Will 
Smith. 

Reports by Committees or Officers:  

Secretary Minutes:  By Sam Helmich.  
A motion to accept the minutes as read, 
was made by Bob and second by Ron W. 
Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: By Dale Thorne.  A 
motion to accept the treasures report as 

read was made by Bob and second by 
Mike Zubik. Motion Carried. 

Safety Officers: Planes by Chuck Fritz. 
Tom Lustig’s crash was discussed. Due 
to a wing collapse the plane cashed on 

the blacktop runway and was traveling 
fast enough to come thru the weed bar-

rier and broke part of the fence. Strongly 
suggest using spotters with each pilot to 

keep others informed on take offs land-
ings and other issues. 

Helicopter -  Mike Zubik, Mike dis-
cussed his trip to IRCHA. 

Field:  Will be looking at sealing the 
blacktop runways this fall. More to come. 

Past Events: AMA Wounded Warrior at 

the Float Fly was a big success. 

Future Events: Aug 24th cub , Sept 13th 
Heli Fun Fly,  

Unfinished Business:  Web Site being 

worked on, updates to follow. 

Gooney Bird  Body man Mike for put-

ting plane on the truck cover and taking 
off. 

Meeting Adjourned at:  8:45 pm 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

Winner! 
 

Rex Plattner, winner of the Au-
gust raffle grand prize, is shown 
at right with his prize.  See you 
at the float fly, Rex? 

 END OF SUMMER 
SUPER “BLOWOUT” RAFFLE  

Two, Yes count them, two big-side raffle prizes to 
give away. More choices of planes, simulators and oth-

er items than we have space to show!  

Electric, Nitro…you name it, it will be there!!  

Also, Just added…..Raffle ticket special.  
Spend $20.00 and get an additional 10 free tickets, spend 

$30.00 and get another 10 tickets absolutely free!  

http://www.strictlyrc.net
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  How to Match the ESC, Motor and Li-Po Battery  by Don Sobbe 

Ever wondered how to get the best performance possible from your brushless RC plane? Matching up your electrics 
could be one of the simplest ways. If you’re making a plane from scratch, or simply wondering if there are any im-

provements you could make to your plane’s setup, then this is essential knowledge. There are a few rumors and 
misconceptions out there, but if you read this, it will help take a little of the mystery out of the set up. 

Every time you do something like this, you want to start by looking at your motor. Is it the kind that the manufac-
turer recommends for your plane? Or, if you’re putting your model together from scratch, is it the kind generally 
recommended for the type and size of plane you want to make? This information is usually available on vehicle 
packaging or in instruction manuals, listed as the kV rating (for example, 3300kV) and the size (length x diameter). 
You might not always be able to find a perfect match, but if the motor is as close to these requirements as possible, 
then you’re off to an excellent start. 

The next thing you need to do is figure out your motor’s amperage; I’ll explain why in a minute. This information 

might also be supplied by the manufacturer, which could make things simpler, but be cautious: their amperage 
might only be for the motor running at 90% or even 85% efficiency. Reaching 100% might be rare, but for maxi-
mum performance you want to make sure that your setup can support it, so it’s best to work out the maximum am-
perage your motor will draw. 

To do this, take the number of Watts your motor is rated at and divide it by the voltage of your battery pack (this 

will generally be 11.1V for a three cell Li-Po battery or 14.8V for a four cell version – if you’re not sure which you’ll 

be using just do both sums, there is 3.7v per cell). 

Motor watts/battery voltage = Maximum motor amperage. 

So if, for example, you’re using a four cell Li-Po battery and your motor is rated at 550 Watts, then 550/14.8 will 
give you maximum amperage of roughly 37.2. 

Getting this figure will help you out in two ways. Firstly, it lets you know the figure you want your electronic speed 
control (ESC) to beat. A less powerful ESC might do the trick, but one that has a higher Amps rating than the motor/
battery combination will never hold your plane back. Taking a 550 Watt motor/four cell Li-Po combination as an ex-

ample, this setup means that you ideally want an ESC rated 37.2A or higher. A less powerful one might get you by, 
but this will definitely be enough (i.e. 40A and above for example). 

This works the same way for the battery pack, which is this number’s second use.  Ideally the amperage of the bat-
tery pack should exceed that of the motor, ensuring that even when the motor is running at 100%, the battery will 
not hold it back. If your ESC and battery pack are both able to handle more amperage than the motor will ever 

draw, then that motor will always be able to pull all the power it needs and your plane will be able to realize its full 
potential. 

Now let me address one of the misconceptions about getting the maximum power from your plane. You’ll find plenty 
of people on the internet saying that if you switch up to using a bigger battery then you’re going to get more power. 
This is true up to a point; if your previous battery was too weak, then switching up to one better suited to your mo-
tor will help. But this certainly won’t happen indefinitely. Above a certain size, as we’ve just explained, the size 
simply won’t matter anymore because the motor is only ever going to draw the power it needs. Whether there’s 
more power available or not won’t make any difference, if the motor has what it needs.  Furthermore, you need to 

check that your ESC will handle the current/amperage; otherwise it will hold you back or fry your ESC. 

Check the above steps carefully, because you can save yourself a lot of time and money doing this the smart way. 
Figure out the amperage your motor will pull, and there’ll be no costly trial-and-error involved in finding the right 
battery pack. You’ll also do yourself a favor by not making your plane carry the weight of an unnecessarily chunky 
battery pack, which, unless you need the weight to balance your plane, could hold you back in terms of speed and 
performance. Pick a battery just above the motor’s amperage pull rating, and you’ll have the optimum power/weight 
combination. 

But what if you don’t know the amperage of your battery pack? It’s not always listed, and if you can’t find it out 
from anywhere, that could be a real headache. Fortunately, there’s a quick calculation you can use to work that out 
as well. If you have the battery’s milliamp (mAh) rating and C rating (if it is given for both charging and discharging 
use the discharge version), then you can calculate the amperage a battery can safely have pulled from it. You simply 
multiply the mAh rating by the C rating, then divide the lot by 1000: mAh x C/1000 = A. 

Let’s use an example: a battery rated 3100 mAh and 25C will have an amperage of 77.5 (3100 x 25 = 77500, 
77500/1000 = 77.5). Assuming we were still looking for a match for the 550 Watt motor we were talking about ear-

lier, which rated at 37.2A when using a four cell battery, then this 3100 mAh battery would be more than big 
enough, with 40.3 excess Amps. Talk about overkill… We’d definitely be looking for a lighter battery to improve that 
planes speed. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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and helped support the cause.  This one event alone 

raised over $400.00. This combined with other donations 
raised generated grand total of around $500.00, more 

than doubling what we raised last year.   The final total 
hasn’t been calculated yet because we have until October 
1st to submit the money to AMA, so I’m hoping to raise a 
little more in the next month. 

By the time you read this our Labor Day float fly will be 
history and there will be only two float flys left for the 
month of September.  The first will be held on Saturday, 

September 6th and the last one shifting to Sunday, Sep-
tember 21st to accommodate the Woodland Swap Meet 
on Saturday, September 20th.  Sadly, the 21st, will be the 
last float fly of the year.  These have turned out to be 
wildly popular this year probably due to a couple of rea-
sons.  For the most part, we’ve lucked out and had excel-

lent weather along with shifting the events to Saturday 

from Friday. 

In addition to the float flys, there will be two other 
events happening in September.  They both are happen-
ing the weekend of September 13th.  The first is really 
big.  It’s our annual Heli Fun Fly.  This event is shaping 
up to be huge.  Mike Zubik and the boys have really put 

together a nice event. First of all, I would like to thank 
our sponsors, including Strictly RC, Hobbytown USA-
Orland Park, and Gentle Jungle. This year we are having 
six, yes six, professional heli pilots who will be putting on 
demonstration flying throughout the afternoon.  This 
event is a fun fly, open to anyone who has a heli, big or 

small, and wants to fly it.  So don’t be intimidated by the 
crowds or professionals.  They are there to put on a show 

and help anyone who is trying to get into flying a heli.    
Even if you aren’t flying, come on out and have lunch, 

the grill will be fired up.  Everyone be mindful that this is 
a sanctioned and permitted event.  There will be helis all 
over the place, like a swarm of mutant bees, so airplane 
flying will not be permitted during the hours of 9:00 am 
to dusk. 

The airplane guys will have their turn the very next day, 
Sunday September 14th. Beginning at noon and running 

until approximately 3:00 pm, Al Meyer has put together a 
fun fly contest for anyone who would like to come out 
and just have some fun and laughs.   The events will in-
clude a bomb drop, touch and go, limbo and a poker 
landing event.  Al has done a great job at putting togeth-
er detailed rules which I’ve posted elsewhere in this Dope 

Can. So you can read up on them and hopefully get in a 

little practice before hand.  Al has even figured in a rain 
date of the following Sunday, should the weather turn 
bad and rain us out. 

Lastly, it sounds as if the Palo’s guys new field will be 
under construction later this month or early October and 
last for around 4 weeks.  As I’ve tried to get the word out 

that they are welcome to come fly at our field any time.  
So treat them courteously and welcome them. 

That’s about it for now, so until next month, fly safe and 
have fun. 

(The Mustang Minute, Continued from page 1) 

There has been much discussion about coordinating the 
plane and heli guys when flying on the north/south run-

way.  Talk it up and let everyone along the flight line 
know your intentions, especially in the neutral zone 

where there are inherent conflicts between the helis and 
planes.   Yell out your intentions , especially when you 
are taking off and landing, and make sure they are heard 
up and down the flight line.  Use a second person to re-
lay your message down the flight line.   

It is a very good idea to start using a spotter when you 
are flying.  I’ve saved two planes this year by just being 

near and helping the guys land safely.  

For those electic-powered craft, one more food for 
thought:  pick a speed controller that is specific for your 
motor.  We were recently sorry to have a speed control 

burn a foam jet because it was too small for the motor 
rating….even though it was cool seeing it smoke as it 
came in for landing.  There is a good article elsewhere in 
this Dope Can explaining in fairly simple terms how to 
match your ESC to your motor and battery. 

‘til next month. 

But if you’ve done all of those calculations, you now know everything you need to match your motor, ESC and Li-Po 
battery pack perfectly. 

For a quick recap: 

1.  Make sure your motor is well suited to your plane using manufacturer recommendations. 

       Motor watts/battery voltage = Maximum motor amperage 

2. Calculate the maximum amperage it will draw when running at 100% efficiency.  

3. Find an ESC that will be able to handle said amperage. 

4. Find a battery pack that can also handle that amperage, using our equations if need be. 

       mAh x C/1000 = Amps 

Do all of this, and your setup will be as close to perfect as can be.  

If all else fails…….ASK BOB!! 

(How to Match...Continued from page 3) 



 

 

 

Bestitched 

 

Embroidery & Imprinting 

Phone: 708.754.9070 

Fax: 708.754.9090 

 

410 Ashland Ave.  

Suite 100 

Chicago Heights, Il. 60411 

 

Find us on the Web at 

bestiched.com 

August Show and Tell    By: Phil Arnold 

At the August Meeting, Bob Van Huis (above left) showed off his Tweety 40 ARF by Value Hobby.  The sport mod-
el, with a 46.5 in length and 60.1 in span is of traditional wood and plastic film construction and can be electric or 
glow powered.  Bob chose electric, using a G-32 800Kv motor with a 4000 mAh 4s battery.  Bob controls the plane 
with a Spektrum radio and 4 servos.  He considers it to be a good quality ARF that he would recommend to others. 

Ken Burmeister (above right) has decided to try glow flying and bought his Focke Wolfe 190, nearly completed, 
on Craig’s List.  The wood-constructed, Monokote-covered warbird has a 48 in span and came with a Fox engine of 
as-yet-undetermined size.  Ken is looking for advice and tips on finishing this model up and getting it into the air. 

Greg Stevens (below) proudly discussed his new ASW28 electric sailplane from Hobby King.  The fiberglass and 
foam model with 8 ft 3 in span is a representation of a 15 ft span standard class glider.  Greg has found this plane 
to be a great quality ARF that comes with motor, servos and ESC included at a bargain price.  He is pleased with its 
performance, as it thermals well and uses only about one third of the 2200 mAh 3S battery capacity during a 20 

minute flight. 

Mike Giebudowski, AKA Body Man Mike, 
doubly earned the August Gooney.  First 
he allowed his large Corsair to remain un-
der the tonneau cover in the hot bed of 

his truck until the cowl melted to the cov-
er.  Later, he attempted to drive his truck 
unaware that a plane had been placed on 
top of the cover.  The plane fell and was 
damaged. 

Gooney! 



 

 

SAC FUN FLY CONTEST 
Sunday, September 14, 12:00 pm (noon) to 3:00 pm. 

Rain date will be September 21st. 

No fees, no prizes.  Just a fun time between friends. 

CONTEST RULES: 

Bomb Drop 

Nothing mechanical for a release, use a cup or hook with your type of bomb.  Drop your bomb in one of 

the circles.  Smallest circle is worth 40 points, then 30- 20 and 10 with 5 points being awarded for any-

where on the cut grass area or asphalt runway. 

Touch and Go, 1 way 

One minute to do four (4) touch and go’s on the asphalt runway.  Time will begin at lift off and end at 

touch down.  10 points for each touch and go on the asphalt runway. 

Limbo 

Pick 6’, 5’, 4’ or 3’ limbo to begin.  3’ limbo is 40 points then 30-20-10 points.  5 points will be awarded 

if a pass is over the field and near the limbo.  Two passes allowed if your first pass is aborted before 

reaching the limbo.  A successful pass is not breaking the limbo line or touching the ground before or 

after an attempt. 

Landing Poker 

Asphalt and cut grass will each be divided in half for 4 sections.  Four envelopes with 40-30-20- or 10 

points inside, 5 points for cut grass outside of point areas.  First count of points is where you first touch.  

No touch and go.  If you bounce up over 6 feet, your get 5 points.  Points in envelope will be determined 

on a lucky draw at end of contest for the area you have picked to land.  One restate per round.  No go 

around if over cut area except for the limbo. 

HAVE FUN AND BE SAFE! 



 

 

2014 SAC OFFICERS 

President Greg Stevens 815.463.9044 

Vice President Bob Stroz 708.990.6269  

Safety Officer (Aircraft) Chuck Fritz 708.259.7928 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Mike Zubik 708.945.4548 

Secretary Sam Helmich 815.464.0048 

Treasurer Dale Thome 815.469.1944 

Board Member Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.798.7242 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Sam Helmich  Planes 815.464.0048 

Chuck Fritz Planes 708.259.7928 

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

(708) 747-4000 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 2014 

     Dues: $55 (Regular)    $10 (under 18)              **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you.  Emailed copies and paper copies 

picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________   AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________       Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:       

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________            Phone: (        ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note:  The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website.  If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s).  Example:    Email: ____________ 

   
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 

Dale Thome,  21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 

  


