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Coming up:  
Elections 

and More! 

 

As we’re begin-
ning to wind down the flying season and 
give thoughts to indoor flying there are a 

few business items that need attending to 
before the end of the year. First, as a fol-
low up to the outcome of the votes taken 
at last month’s meeting, the vote to move 
the u-control area back to its original lo-
cation at the current heli area failed. So 

the field layout is unchanged. The vote to 
add a sign designating the current u-
control area as u-control, multirotor flying 
area did pass, so we will be adding that 
sign in the future.  

In other upcoming business items, there 
is another election for board officers ap-

proaching in December. We are now tak-
ing nominations for President, Secretary, 
and Safety Officer for helicopters. I have-
n’t confirmed with Sam and Mike if they 
are running again, but we’ll find out prior 
to the November meeting.  

As for me, I truly have mixed emotions 

about running for a fifth term for a couple 
reasons.  One, my time is really becoming 
more limited than in the past, especially 
during week nights.  With my kids contin-
ued activities, home work, more demand 
put on by their schools and such, my time 

is getting more precious. As in the past, 
Thursdays have always been tough, but 
now getting tougher as I try to work 
around my wife’s work schedule and var-
ied activities. I know Board members 
have said they can step up, help out and 
handle the meetings etc., and believe me 

they’ve been doing great, but I still have 
this nagging voice inside of me that’s say-
ing maybe it’s time.  

Secondly, I’ve always been a proponent 
for term limits in order to force new blood 
into the club. I tried last year to convince 

everyone that we should have term limits 
to keep the Board turning over with new, 
fresh blood, new ideas and new perspec-
tives on how to do things, but that didn’t 

come to fruition. As everyone knows, it’s 
easy to brainstorm new ideas, but imple-
menting them is another matter. Without 

club members coming forward and taking 
charge of new ideas and activities, things 
can stagnate.   

So for those reasons I’m still on the fence 

as to whether I’ll run again. Time will tell 
in the upcoming month, but if anyone 
knows of someone that might want to 
step up, then nominate that person to run 
for a position. 

Okay, enough of the drama. As I’m sure 

many of you became aware, the drone 
racing was in full force at our field on Oc-
tober 25th. The weather was an absolutely 
gorgeous fall day. It was one of those 

days that you may have one or two that 
are outstanding for flying and this was 
one of them. All I could think of were the 

members, including myself, who were 
ticked because the field was closed to 
them for the day.  As I’ve said before, this 
is some of the reality that we’re going to 
have to periodically endure having a pub-
lic field and a permitted event.  

I don’t know what the crowd was like ear-

lier in the morning, but by the time I ar-
rived at 3:00 to see what was going on 
the parking spaces were limited and a 
good amount of activity and racing was 
taking place. Most everyone I spoke with 

was very complimentary of the field and 

very eager to talk about all types of multi-
rotor aircraft.  This is the first time I’ve 
experienced one of the larger events, and 
it was fun to watch the drones buzz in and 
out of the pylons and occasionally crash 
into the grass. It is a very spectator 
friendly aspect of the hobby.  It was also 

very impressive seeing the Mad Lab In-
dustries tractor trailer parked in the lot. 
This gives one some idea of the revenue 
that the multirotor industry generates. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Newsletter of THE SUBURBAN AEROCLUB OF CHICAGO 



 

 

Page 2 

 Volume 115, Issue 11 

   

Strictly RC 

“Your 

Hobby Store 

Headquarters” 

 

7713 W. Lawrence 

Norridge, IL 

(708) 456-9100 

www.strictlyrc.net 

 

1551 S. 94th Ave.. 

Orland Park, IL. 60462 

Phone: 

708.349.(TOYS)8697 

Fax 

708.349.4001 

Website 

www.hobbytown.com/ilop 

Email 

htusaopil@sbcglobal.net 

October 2015 Meeting Minutes 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

 

Bestitched 

 

Embroidery & Imprinting 

Phone: 708.754.9070 

Fax: 708.754.9090 

 

410 Ashland Ave.  

Suite 100 

Chicago Heights, Il. 60411 

 

Find us on the Web at 

bestiched.com 

Gooney! 

Ed Labedz is shown at left below presenting Mike 
Zubik with the October Gooney.  Dogonit, Mike, your 
editor cannot recall why you were awarded this Goo-

ney!  He’s certain you deserve it, though. 

Editor’s Not:  The October 2015 

Meeting Minutes were not re-

ceived in time for inclusion in 

this issue of the Dope Can. 

Winner! 

Bill Guendhig is shown at right 
holding his Grand Prize won in 
the October raffle.  It is the E-

Flight Carbon-Z Spendor BNF 
complete with 50 size motor.  
Congratulations, Bill! 

Over 100 Ready to Fly 

ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  

The store is now twice as big! 
(708) 597-4197  

“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!” 

GENTLE JUNGLE 

http://www.strictlyrc.net
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Ken Burmeister is shown at right with his 
FMS Japanese Zero.   He won the plane in 
the September raffle, has flown it, and is so 
pleased with its performance that he 

brought it back for the October Show and 
Tell.  This electric-powered foam model has 
a 48 inch wingspan and features operating 
retracts and flaps.  Ken says it flies great 
and, for a warbird, is very easy to fly.  He 
has it outfitted with a four-cell battery, six 
servos and a Spektrum radio.  He would 

very much recommend it to other members.  
Thanks, Ken, it is great to see you enjoying 

your raffle prize. 

Fred Burmeister displayed and described 
his Jeti DS-14 transmitter which is manufac-
tured in the Czech Republic.  This is a highly 
customizable radio with telemetry and up to 

22 control channels.  It allows the purchaser/
user to individually buy only the features and 
special functions desired, and to upgrade by 
purchasing additional features as needed.  

Readers should see Fred if they want more 
information about this radio that claims to be 
revolutionary.  Fred is highly enthusiastic 

about its capabilities! 

Thanks, Brother! 
 
Fred Burmeister is shown at right wearing the 
cap and goggles presented him by brother 

Ken.  Ken gave this as a token of appreciation 
for the help that Fred has provided to him and 
others new to the hobby.  The item makes 
quite a fashion statement!  We are on the 
lookout to see Fred wearing it at the field. 



 

 

The final event for us this year will be our Turkey 

Shoot scheduled for November 15th beginning at 9:00 in 

the morning. Not to be discriminatory, (that’s not true). 
To be totally discriminatory, I’m limiting this year’s event 
to an old fashioned nitro plane only event. As last year, 
we’re going to give away a cash prize for the first 10 
spots. The total amount that everyone takes away will 
depend on the number of participants; the greater the 

number of participants, the greater the take.    
This year’s rules are posted in the Dope Can and 
are easy enough for even a nubie to participate, so come 

on out.   

Finally, I’ve been trying to track down the indoor flying 
schedules.  Those that I’ve received have been posted in 
the Dope Can.  As we continue to get updated infor-
mation, we’ll send it out.   

Fly safe.  

(Mustang Minute, Continued from 
page 1) 
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FMS P-47 Razorback 
980mm PNP 

Lots of other prizes, too! 

 

Homer Glen Junior High School 
2015-2016 Indoor Flying Schedule 

 
 

5711 Bell Road 
Homer Glen, Illinois 60491 

Hours are 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm 
AMA membership required 

 
November   6 
December   4, 11, 18 
January        15, 29 
February      12, 26 
March           4, 18 
April               1, 8, 15, 22 

 

SAC ANNUAL AUCTION  
By Ron Wegrzyn 

 

Good crowd, lotsa fun.  Thanks to the helpers es-

pecially Christine Sula and Mary Jane at the 

door.  Frank and Fred kept the auction items 

coming up and Sam helped me keep track of the 

bidders.  Set up was pretty quick with Frank, Fred 

and Pete.  Take down was even faster with Sam at 

the lead and everybody else helping.  We had 

sellers from all over and a lot of stuff was bought 

and sold.  Pam, the bar tender said she made 23 

pizzas so the crowd was well fed.   We’ll be trying 

for the third Thursday in October again next year.  

The B-17 was won by Tim Hopkins and the 

$50.00 second prize was won by John Marlatt.   

Keep us on your calendar for next year.  Should be 

same time same place. 



 

 

Page 5 

 Volume 115, Issue 11 Unwritten Rules of RC Flying 

The following is reprinted from a blog found on allrcflight.com  

Even if you’re a member of the friendliest club around, that doesn’t mean there will be zero conflict amongst the 

membership. When you get a few dozen people together there are going to be, shall we say… “tensions”, from time 
to time. Just about any tension can be traced to the fact that someone did something that is considered 
“discourteous”, breaking one of the unwritten rules of RC field etiquette. In several cases the offender did not even 
know his/her actions upset anybody and thereby often repeats it. 

Combining my personal observations of the last couple decades of flying R/C along with reading plenty of bitching 
and moaning on the forums, I’ve created a list of common R/C field etiquette when flying with other aeromodelers. 

Some of these may actually be written rules in certain clubs but all the same, violating them is considered universal-
ly discourteous and in many instances a safety concern. 

 When starting or running up an engine, be conscious of the prop blast. Always be aware of where loose items 

and exhaust residue is being directed. Dust, grass clippings and oil can quickly coat other individuals and/or 
their equipment. 

 Dogs and other pets are best left at home. Approximately 65% of the respondents to a message board poll 

agreed that a flying field is not a good place for a dog. If you must insist on bringing a well behaved pet to the 
field, keep it leashed at all times. Always clean up any mess left by them and dispose of it appropriately. 

 Children are the future of this sport and should never be discouraged from visiting a flying field. Good behavior, 

however, is paramount for their safety and keeping them from damaging some very expensive equipment. Pre-
schoolers should always have an adult’s undivided attention. In other words, if you bring a child and you intend 
to fly, delegate your supervision to a trustworthy adult for the entire time you’re dealing with the airplane. For 
the very same safety reasons, children of grade school age should not be granted permission to wander the pit 
area without an adult. 

 Keep the language clean! Remember this is a family sport. Many modelers have children grandchildren, nieces 

and nephews they are trying to involve in R/C. These individuals should not have to worry that profanity will be 
used in front of the younger ones. 

 Always be cautious of the prop arc and the area forward. Be sure the immediate area is clear before starting or 

running an engine above idle. Thrown or broken props do happen and are very dangerous. For the safety of 
yourself and others, alert people in your immediate area that may have their attention directed elsewhere, that 
you are about to start an engine. 

 Keep engine-running time in the start-up area or pits or to an absolute minimum! The closer the flight line or 

pilot stations are to start up areas, the more of a concern this becomes. Engine noise on the ground makes it 

difficult for flying pilots to listen to the sound of their own plane and distinguish any changes in engine perfor-
mance. High throttle runs should be kept very short, just a few seconds. If you need to idle an engine for an 
extended period time, (anything estimated to be over one minute) it should be done in a location away from 
spectators and flying members. Many clubs short on pit space have an engine tuning station far away from the 
flight line that is to be used for extended engine running. However, in my experience, few members rarely use it 
or even know about it. So ask if your club has a tuning station or would consider installing one. 

 When walking in proximity of the flight line or onto the field to retrieve an airplane, avoid walking directly in 

front of other flying pilots. 

 Avoid taxiing your plane in the proximity of pilots that have an airplane in the air. To a flying pilot it can be very 

unnerving to have a plane taxi very close to his/her proximity while they are trying to keep their eyes on their 
own flying airplane. (It doesn’t matter if the pilot station is guarded or not, please steer well clear.) 

 (Updated) This used to say;”you should not claim a frequency for no more than 15 minutes, whether your plane 

was airborne or not.” That was when 72 mHz was the rule but since frequency sharing is all but a distant 
memory with the widespread adoption of 2.4 gHz, this one will now read:”Do not claim a flight station for more 

than 15 minutes.” Many clubs have a limited amount of stations in order to control the number of aircraft that 
can be in the air at once. 

 If you need to walk onto the runway, make sure everybody understands your intentions before you step onto it. 

Observe all requests to land before you go. Spend as little time there as possible and announce when you are 

(Continued on page 6) 



 

 

Page 6 

 Volume 115, Issue 11 

clear of the runway as well. 

 Call out your intentions or difficulties to others that are flying. Some examples are: “Taking off”, “Coming in/

Landing”, “Touch and go”, “On the field”, “Off the field”, “Dead stick” or “Lost control”. This last one can be useful 

to you the pilot as well. Others that are not flying will visually track where the plane goes down and be of great 
assistance in locating it. 

 Give landing aircraft priority use of the runway and the airspace immediately surrounding should a go around be 

necessary. 

 Give a student pilot’s airplane plenty of space when flying. Beginners can become overly worried about traffic and 

will concentrate on collision avoidance rather than maneuvers that improve their skills. 

 Student pilots should consider that their instructors may have also brought planes of his/her own they wish to 

fly. They may also be working with more than one student. Be patient! 

 Always control your aircraft, whether on the ground or in the air, with the belief that radio failure can and will 

happen at any moment. Flying directly towards the flight line and diverting at the last minute may be exciting, 
but trust me it makes people on the flight line and pit area very nervous. Repeated stunts have resulted in the 
permanent loss of more than one daredevils flying privileges. 

 Do not adjust equipment of a fellow modeler (IE: needle valve) without consent. 

 Keep unsolicited advice to an absolute minimum. Safety concerns should always be politely brought to the atten-

tion of a fellow modeler. But if it’s just general advice and you can’t help yourself, be brief, be concise, present 
your suggestion once and move on. Just keep in mind if you really do know your stuff, your advice will be solicit-

ed. 

 Some pilots do not mind holding conversations while flying and some do not like to at all. Unless you are very 

familiar with the pilot, assume he/she prefers not to chat. Wait until their plane is back in the pits and the engine 
is off. 

 When standing in the immediate vicinity of a flyer, be sure to provide plenty of space and stand back a foot or 

two to allow him/her clear vision up and down the flight line. 

 Help search for downed aircraft when possible. The next search and rescue mission could be for your plane and 

you will welcome the assistance. If you are the first one to the crash site, unless the damage is very minor, let 

the pieces lie until the owner arrives so he/she can take inventory or even investigate a probable cause. 

 To continue the topic of lost planes. If it’s your plane that went down, no matter how distraught you are over 

damaging or even losing an aircraft, be sure to show your appreciation to your search party for helping you look, 
since they likely spent precious flying time helping you. 

 If you are visiting another flying field, take as much time as necessary to familiarize yourself with the rules and 

the peculiarities of field. Ask questions about anything you are unsure of. Also, be humble and suppress negative 
comments. The members are well aware of any shortcomings and do not want to hear criticism from outsiders. 

Always remember you are a guest in their home! 

 This last area is a rather tricky subject and could be an entire article on its own. We’re talking about styles of 

flying that have proven not to be a good mix in some clubs. The division is between pilots that do maneuvers 

low, slow and in close (3-D airplanes and helicopters) vs. those that fly airplanes in a more “traditional pattern”. 
To say this diversity has created hard feelings in too many clubs is a huge understatement. Considering how 
deep seated some factions have become, just saying there needs to be more communication, compromise and 
understanding appears to be an overly simplistic solution. However, a lack of that is what created the problem. 

 Those flying 3-D or helicopter pilots need to realize that many of the maneuvers they perform, such as hovering, 

can be very disconcerting to other pilots, just to name one concern. If you wish to spend part of your flight doing 
maneuvers in the space immediately over the runway, express your intentions ahead of time as to work out a 
compromise with others. If you’re in the group that has difficulty flying at the same time 3-D or helicopters do, 
you must understand that if club rules allow, these pilots have equal privilege to airtime for expressing their 
styles. Politely express your concerns to those pilots, to work out a compromise. 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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 Whether it comes from an impromptu agreement at the field or an adopted club policy, like I said before, eve-

rybody needs to communicate and compromise so that vastly different styles are not battling for the same air 
space at the same time. 

The point of this article is to get beginners as well as experienced pilot’s thinking about their own actions and rou-

tines. Those with many years’ experience should consider this an update. Maybe you saw something that inno-
cently has been part of your standard operating procedure for many years and did not realize was discourteous. 
Believe me, others have. Things do change and old dogs can and should learn new tricks. No matter how long you 
have been in this sport or how much you think you know, you may very well make an etiquette blunder and get 
approached on it. Yes, it’s difficult to not take it personally or be insulted, but graciously accept the input and 
make an effort to incorporate a change. 

This is certainly not an absolute list, if you feel there is an important item that was address feel free to leave a 
reply below. Regardless if everything was addressed it all comes down to the fact that each of us needs to be con-
scious of how our actions impact those that we share the flying field with. Just simply communicating and being 
courteous will earn respect; make anybody a joy to fly with, and a welcomed guest or member at any flying field. 

(Continued from page 6) 

John Kallend Skydiving Record 

Take that Rocky Squirrel!  

Our very own John Kallend participated in a new world skydiving record.  On Saturday, October 17th, above Perris, 
California, John and 60 other skydivers broke the official (FAI) world record for the largest wingsuit skydiving for-
mation.  First they did a 50 person formation, followed by a 61 person formation.  

John can be seen in the photo on the left leading edge of the diamond as the sixth participant from the point.  

(Black and White wing suit) 

John, by his own admission, said he was the oldest person in the group.   

Congratulations John… you rock!!  
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OLD SCHOOL “NITRO” TURKEY SHOOT 
Cash Prize! 

SUNDAY NOV 15, beginning at 9 am Sharp! 
All SAC members who have an “old school” nitro airplane should be able to participate. 

None of those newfangled, modern, electrics will be accepted. Also, no helicopters and no 

hand launches. 

General Rules:  

Open to any size, nitro engine plane only.  

No electrics or helicopters may be used. 

Total prize package will depend on the number of participants at the time of the event.  

Participants must complete all events to qualify for a cash prize.  

Only one plane permitted for the entire event. Repairs are permitted between events.  

Planes must have landing gear or skid, no hand launches.  

Flying order will be determined by drawing names from a hat. 

Event Rules:  

There will be two rounds, each consisting of three tasks. To speed up the round all three 

tasks will be completed consecutively. In the event of inclement weather, the participants 

will decide if only one round is flown or events are reduced.  

Each round will include the following tasks:  

1. Timed Flight  

Take off from the asphalt runway with a spotter/timer, fly for 60 seconds, then land on the 

asphalt runway as close to 60 seconds as possible. One point will be awarded for each 

second up to 60 seconds. One point will be deducted for each second over 60 seconds. A 10 

point bonus will be given for landing on the asphalt runway and remaining on the runway 

with the entire plane on the runway. If plane goes into grass and back onto runway or if any 

parts are shed, no landing points will be awarded.  

2. Touch and Go  

Take off from the asphalt runway and perform one touch and go within a graduated landing 

point area. (30, 20 and 10 points.) A 10 point bonus will be given for landing on the asphalt 

runway and remaining on the runway with the entire plane on the runway. If plane goes 

into grass and back onto runway or if any parts are shed, no landing points will be awarded.  

3. Deuces Wild  

Take off from the asphalt runway, your time will start once plane has lifted all wheels off 

runway. Your partner begins rolling dice to roll a double (deuce). Once he has rolled a deuce 

he yells land. The time will stop upon a touchdown, not necessarily a landing, on asphalt 

runway. If three minutes have expired without rolling a double, then the partner will yell 

land. Fastest five competitors will score 50, 40, 30 20, 10 points respectively. A 10 point 

bonus will be given for landing on the asphalt runway and remaining on the runway with the 

entire plane on the runway. If plane goes into grass and back onto runway or if any parts 

are shed, no landing points will be awarded.  

Remember SAC members only! 



 

 

2014 SAC OFFICERS 

President Greg Stevens 815.463.9044 

Vice President Kevin Ragauskis 708.403.5565 

Safety Officer (Aircraft) Chuck Fritz 708.259.7928 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Mike Zubik 708.945.4548 

Secretary Sam Helmich 815.464.0048 

Treasurer Dale Thome 815.469.1944 

Board Member Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.798.7242 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Sam Helmich  Planes 815.464.0048 

Chuck Fritz Planes 708.259.7928 

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

(708) 747-4000 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 2015 

     Dues: $55 (Regular)    $10 (under 18)              **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you.  Emailed copies and paper copies 

picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________   AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________       Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:       

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________            Phone: (        ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note:  The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website.  If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s).  Example:    Email: ____________ 

   
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 

Dale Thome,  21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 

  


