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SAC Dates for May 

 SAC Club Meeting  

          May 8, 7:00 PM 
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 Float Flys May 3 & 11 
 

 Memorial Day Float Fly     

May 24 
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The Mustang Minute 

Well by the time you read this it will be 
May, the month that for me at least finally 
signals the beginning of summer.  I grew 
up in Indianapolis, so for me as a kid, the 

month of May was always magical be-
cause of the Indy 500.  

Memorial Day weekend and the race were 
synonymous with signaling the beginning 
of summer.  Even though we lived over 
15 miles from the track I remember being 
able to go outside in the yard and hear 

the roar of the carbureted engines racing 
around the track, and if I was really lucky 
I’d get to go with my parents to qualifica-

tions, or better yet the race itself.  The 
other vivid memory was always having a 
contest with my friends and family to see 

who would spot the Good Year Blimp for 
the first time during the month of May.  
(Nowadays, it’s just no fun, they run on 
Firestone tires, so no blimp, and the car-
buretors have gone by the wayside, and 
the sound of the high pitched engines just 
doesn’t carry across the countryside).   

In Indianapolis, the race is not a one day 
event; it’s a month long celebration and a 
continual party for the entire month.  
Growing up was back in the days when 
Parnelli Jones, Billy Vukovich, A.J. Foyt, 

Mario Andretti, Al and Bobby Unser, John-
ny Rutherford and Tinley Park’s very own 

Bentenhausens raced at the track.   

For me, May still signals the beginning of 
summer but now it signals the beginning 
of kid’s baseball, soccer and oh yes, float 
flying season!   So here’s to a great sum-
mer and a successful flying season.  

I would like to thank Steve Noel and 
HobbyTown, Orland Park once again 
for their generosity this year.  At last 
month’s meeting, Steve presented the 

club with the final rebate check for the 
year. (See photo, Page 2) We began this 
program as a trial run last April and ran 
it through March of this year.  When all 

was said and done, HobbyTown awarded 
us with a grand total of $1,197 this year 
in rebate. 

Steve had always said that one of his 

goals for this was to bring in new cus-
tomers to the store.  Even though we 
achieved my goal of breaking $500.00, it 

may have fallen short in actually bring-
ing new patrons to the store.  Steve 
would like to take a closer look at the 
program as well as the numbers and 
tweak some things here and there if we 
continue this program.  The exact details 

haven’t been worked out so I’ll let eve-
ryone know if and when a new program 
is implemented, as well as the details.   

Finally, as I commented in last month’s 
Dope Can and at last month’s meeting, 
the Forest Preserve District of Cook 

County (FPDCC) is definitely changing 

their permitting structure which will af-
fect each and every one of us. 

Ron Wegrzyn, Sam Helmich and I met 
with Daniel Betts, the Director of Permits 
and Recreational Activities along with his 
Deputy Director, Jean Sheerin and the 
rest of their staff.  We, along with repre-

sentatives from at least ten other model 
flying clubs within the District, met to 
hear them out and learn more of their 
new permit and fee structure as well as 
to tell them more about our collective 
clubs and what we do.  I will say that 

since this meeting the rumor mill is 

working overtime. 

It’s been kind of funny to hear the ru-
mors going around regarding the new 
permitting structure, some factual, some 
not.  So I will say this, there are too 
many details to go over and write about 

in this newsletter, and I probably would-
n’t do it justice and raise more questions 
than it’s worth.  So I’m asking everyone 
to attend the upcoming SAC meeting on 
May 8th to hear the details first hand.  It 
will involve you, so please come to the 
meeting to enter in the discussion. 

Ah...May 
is Finally 

Here! 
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Over 100 Ready to Fly 

ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  

The store is now twice as big! 
(708) 597-4197  

“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!” 

GENTLE JUNGLE 

   

Strictly RC 

“Your 

Hobby Store 

Headquarters” 

 

7713 W. Lawrence 

Norridge, IL 

(708) 456-9100 

www.strictlyrc.net 

 

1551 S. 94th Ave.. 

Orland Park, IL. 60462 

Phone: 

708.349.(TOYS)8697 

Fax 

708.349.4001 

Website 

www.hobbytown.com/ilop 

Email 

htusaopil@sbcglobal.net 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

    April 2014 Meeting Minutes 

By Sam Helmich 
    Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bestitched 

 

Embroidery & Imprinting 

Phone: 708.754.9070 

Fax: 708.754.9090 

 

410 Ashland Ave.  

Suite 100 

Chicago Heights, Il. 60411 

 

Find us on the Web at 

bestiched.com 

Suburban Aero Club of Chicago  
Minutes of 

General Monthly Meeting 
 April 10, 2014 

At the VFW club in Tinley Park, IL. 
Sam Helmich, Secretary. 

 
Meeting called to order at : 7:05 pm, 
by President Greg Stevens. There were 
56 members present. There was 1 new 
member Kevin Ragauskis and no visitors. 

Reports by Committees or Officers:  

Secretary Minutes:  By Sam Helmich. 
A motion to accept the minutes as read 

was made by Kevin and seconded by 
Bob. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  By Dale Thorne. 
A motion to accept the treasures report 

as read was made by Bob and seconded 
by Ron W . Motion Carried. 

 

Safety Officers: 

Planes –  Pete Dennis nothing to 
report. Will update the first aid 
kit soon. 

Helicopter -  Mike Zubik, noth-
ing to report.  

Field: 
General discussion on the progress with 
the CCFPD and the permitting process. A 
meeting with them is scheduled for Fri-
day April 11th.  

Future Events: 
Swap Till You Drop at DuPage Fair 
Grounds on 4/19 and Gentle Jungle Tail 

Gate swap on 4/27th 8am – 1pm 

Gooney Bird  Greg Stevens for attempt-
ing to start his plane when he first fueled 

it and actually emptied the tank, not 
filled it. After 15 min of attempts, real-
ized this and fueled it and started right 
up. 

Meeting Adjourned at:  8:50 pm 

HobbyTown Rebate! 

In photo above, Steve Noel of HobbyTown, 
Orland Park presents Greg Stevens with 

SAC’s rebate check for member purchases. 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

http://www.strictlyrc.net
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David Szromba (shown at right above) displayed his electric-
powered Wasp that he scratch built from plans.  Of wood con-
struction and with a 46 in length and 50 in span, the plane 
weighs in at three and one-half pounds.  It is powered by an E-

Flite 25 motor that is supplied from a 4 cell, 4000 maH battery, 
and is controlled with a Spectrum radio and 4 servos.   The cov-
ering is yellow and black MonoKote with custom graphics.   Op-
tional floats are available.  David finds the Wasp to be very con-
trollable at either fast or slow speeds, making it close to his 
heart.  He would definitely recommend it to others.  

Chris Baker (shown below right) presented his Thunder Tiger 

model of an ARC Beaver on floats.  Construction is a plastic shell 
over foam, that Chris has given a custom aluminum-colored 

paint job using Lustercoat.  The plane is powered by Tower Hob-
bies .46 glow engine and controlled by a Futaba radio with four 
servos.  It weighs in at 6 lbs 3 oz.  Chris believes this is a good 
quality sport model, and he would recommend it to others.   

Greg Stevens (shown below) brought a model of a quite unique 
WWI float plane, the Hansa-Brandenburg W-29. Greg told us 
that this plane was used circa 1918 to patrol the North Sea.  
Crewed by a pilot and an observer-gunner, it had a parabellum-
mounted rear facing machine gun capable of 180 degree rota-
tion.  The tail was inverted to avoid being shot off!  The 53 in 
span model, from an ARF by Maxford USA, is of wood covered 

with MonoKote.  It is propelled by an E-Flite 15 motor powered 
by an 11.1 V 2200 maH Turnigy battery, and controlled by a 
Spectrum radio.  The prototype’s Benz engine is replicated on 
the model in foam and wood.  

(Continued on page 4) 



 

 

Grand Prize for May Raffle 
 

Choice of BNF Falcons,  Nitro or Electric 

with Spektrum AR400 Receiver. 

Includes an 0S .25 Nitro or a Neo 25 Electric.   
Both fly great and are a lot of fun. 

 

WING SPAN         1325mm 
WING AREA   32.95sq mm 
LENGTH               1045mm 
WEIGHT                    1300g 
CG                              70mm  

 

 

May Special:  Spend $20 on Raffle and Get 10 Free Tickets!! 
 

And all the other usual prizes, as well! 
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At the April meeting, Mike Sula treated us 

to another of his extravaganzas!  This time 
an electric ducted fan powered Mig-15 built 

from a Byron fiberglass kit.  The twenty 
pound plane is 45 inches long with a 40 in 
span, and is controlled by a JR radio.  Mike 
says this is a great quality kit he would rec-
ommend to others. The plane, but not 
Mike, is shown at the right.  

(Show and Tell , Continued from page 3) 

WINNER!   

Ed Henschel (at left) was the grand prize winner 

of the April raffle.  He is shown above holding the 
Real Flight 7.0 Flight Simulator that he won.  May-
be now he’ll actually learn how to fly a real aircraft 
instead of those rotary jobs!! 

GOONEY! 

April’s Gooney Bird was awarded to our Pres. Greg 

Stevens after he, in a roundabout way, nominated 
himself!   He was the only club member flying at the 

field at the time, so there were no witnesses.  At-
tempting to fuel his plane, Greg actually drained the 
tank. After numerous attempts to get the plane fired 
up, he discovered his mistake once Nick (the bicycle 
guy) tried sucking fuel through the line and said, “boy 

you’ve really got some kind of vapor lock here”!! The 
lesson learned here….engines really do work better 
with fuel in them!! (In photo above, Ron Wegrzyn 
presents the award to Greg.) 



 

 

 
2014 SAC ANNUAL CLUB PICNIC 

JUNE 29, 2014 AT OUR FIELD 
 

Family and Friends Welcome 
 

Come when you want. 
Stay as long as you like. 
Field is open for flying. 

 

FOOD SERVED AT 12 Noon 
 

$12.00 per adult, $6.00 12 and under 
 

MENU 
Tossed Salad with Dressing 

Fried Chicken 
Italian Beef with Sweet Peppers 

Oven Roasted Potatoes 
Corn Niblets 

 

Catered by Polonia Catering & Market 
 

Sign up at the May Meeting! 

 

CHICAGO MODELMASTERS 

KICKAPOO WOODS 
2014 ANNUAL 

TOUCH & GO SAFELY COMPETITION 

Sunday, June 22 

Objectively formatted and open to all talent levels, this 
safety exercise improves critical R.C. skills, affords nu-
merous networking opportunities, and expands 
knowledge throughout all talent, and experience levels.  
Participant teams (5 man flight crews) will seek to dis-
tinguish themselves as being SAFE and fundamentally 
SOUND, while executing the basic maneuvers related 
to negotiating traditional landing patterns. 

To participate, volunteer, or for additional information, 

contact the following by June 1. 

Ron Shields, Liaison 

Chicago Model Masters 

(773) 544-4943  kno14me@aol.com 



 

 

2014 SAC OFFICERS 

President Greg Stevens 815.463.9044 

Vice President Bob Stroz 708.990.6269  

Safety Officer (Aircraft) Pete Dennis 708-207-4601 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Mike Zubik 708.945.4548 

Secretary Sam Helmich 815.464.0048 

Treasurer Dale Thome 815.469.1944 

Board Member Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.798.7242 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Sam Helmich  Planes 815.464.0048 

Tim Agee Planes 708-878-0290  

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

(708) 747-4000 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 2014 

     Dues: $55 (Regular)    $10 (under 18)              **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you.  Emailed copies and paper copies 

picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________   AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________       Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:       

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________            Phone: (        ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note:  The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website.  If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s).  Example:    Email: ____________ 

   
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 

Dale Thome,  21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 

  


