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SAC Dates for August 

 SAC Club Meeting  

          August 14, 7:00 PM 

Tinley Park VFW 

172nd & Oak Park 

Ave. 

Tinley Park, IL. 
 

 Float Flys 

August 2, 16 and 30. 

 

 Cub Fun Fly 

August 24 
 

 

 Dope Can Articles 

Deadline August 25 
 

 Dope Can Published  

Sept 1 
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  By: Greg Stevens  

                                                                               President 
The Mustang Minute 

It seems that summer took forever this 
year to get here and once it did we’re al-
ready talking about our events for August, 
Labor Day and back to school.  Where 

does the time go?  As far as I’m con-
cerned the summer is flying by and con-
trary to what my wife says, I’ve done way 
too little flying!   

There’s not a whole lot to report this 
month regarding the Forest Preserve’s 

permitting.  As talked about last, we had 

our second meeting with them and every-
thing is status quo for now.  As we know, 
nothing will affect what we’re doing until 
2016 at the earliest so we’ll keep you 
posted if anything changes. 

Related to the Forest Preserve, we’ve 

learned that our friends at Palos R.C. are 
getting set to have their new runway and 
parking lot improvements begin this Au-
gust.  From what I understand, an exact 
date hasn’t been set other than later Au-

gust.  Their field will be completely shut 
down for around a month during con-
struction, so I’ve sent them an invitation 

to fly at our field during this time.  I in-

cluded a copy of our field rules which 
they will be sharing with their members.  
So if you are at the field and see any of 
the Palos guys, welcome them and help 
them out to get acquainted. 

A couple of other things that are going 
on include some revisions to our Consti-

tution/by-laws.   At our August Board 
meeting we will be reviewing these for 
any updates and revisions.  It’s been 
brought to my attention there are some 
antiquated by-laws that may need up-
dating.  Probably by the September 

meeting we’ll have the changes ready 

for review and voting on by the mem-
bers.  The other item that needs some 
review is our rules governing flying at 
the field.  These were put into place a 
couple of years ago to help regulate heli-
copter/plane separation and safety and 

probably need a thorough review to 
make any revisions that make sense 
since the time these were written a few 
years ago.    These will also probably be 
ready for discussion at our September 

(Continued on page 5) 

Time Flies, 
too! 

Warbird Day Enjoys Great Participation! 
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Over 100 Ready to Fly 

ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  

The store is now twice as big! 
(708) 597-4197  

“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!” 

GENTLE JUNGLE 

   

Strictly RC 

“Your 

Hobby Store 

Headquarters” 

 

7713 W. Lawrence 

Norridge, IL 

(708) 456-9100 

www.strictlyrc.net 

 

1551 S. 94th Ave.. 

Orland Park, IL. 60462 

Phone: 

708.349.(TOYS)8697 

Fax 

708.349.4001 

Website 

www.hobbytown.com/ilop 

Email 

htusaopil@sbcglobal.net 

July 2014 Meeting Minutes 

Suburban Aero Club of Chicago  
Minutes of 

General Monthly Meeting 
 July 10, 2014 

At the VFW club in Tinley Park, IL. 
Greg Stevens, acting for Sam 

Helmich, Secretary 
 

Meeting called to order at : 7:05 pm, 
by President Greg Stevens. There were 

34 members present. We welcomed one 
new member, John Drury and one previ-
ous member, Scott Dargis and his wife. 

Reports by Committees or Officers:  

Secretary Minutes:  By Greg Stevens.  

A motion to accept the minutes as read 
was made by Bob Stroz and seconded by 

Chuck Fritz. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: By Dale Thorne.  A 
motion to accept the treasurer’s report 
as read was made by Ron Wegrzyn and 
seconded by Mike Zubik. Motion Carried. 

Safety Officers:  

Planes - Chuck Fritz . Nothing to report.  
Ron Wegrzyn  added that he now has a 
new first aid kit for the float flys that he 
keeps with the other float fly equipment. 

Helicopter -  Mike Zubik, Forest Pre-

serve has begun cutting the heli area 
larger to accommodate better depth per-

ception and to aid larger planes landing 
on the north/south grass runway.  A dis-
cussion also ensued to always fly with a 
spotter to help everyone stay out of 
each other’s way. 

Field:   
Greg authorized the placement of three 

PVC poles that will aid in aligning your 
final approach to the east/west runway. 
If you don’t like them, complain to Greg.  

Ron Wegrzyn and Sam Helmich had sec-
ond meeting with Forest Preserve and 
other clubs on June 23rd to continue the 

permitting discussion with Arnold Ran-
dall.  Discussions are still ongoing and 
nothing concrete decided.  Will probably 
be 2016 at the earliest that anything is 
changed. 

Past Events:  
Annual picnic was held June 29th, had 47 

paid guests.  Weather was beautiful and 
everyone had a good time.  Jean Sheer-
ing, Deputy Director at the Forest Pre-
serve, came out in the morning to talk 
and see firsthand what we do.  

July 5th had our first July Float Fly.  Well 
attended and no mishaps to speak of. 

Future Events:  
July 12th, Forest Preserve District has 

asked us to participate in “Kid’s Fest” at 
Wampum Lake.  Ron Wegrzyn and Bob 
Stroz to attend and demonstrate some 
float flying. 

July 19th, Float Fly at Twin Lakes. 
July 26th, Hobbytown USA quad class 
beginning at noon. 

July 29th, War Bird Day, 9:00 am. 

Unfinished Business:   
Still need head shots of officers for web-
site including Mike Gulick and John Kal-
lend.  Also need bios from those who 

haven’t sent them in. 

New Business:  
New Indoor flying location located at 47th 
Street and 1st Ave., in McCook Illinois, 
north of the Stevenson.  Two indoor soc-
cer fields used for flying.  More infor-
mation to follow.  

Gooney Bird   

Chris Baker for taking his new twin en-
gine Bristol Blenheim out to maiden fly 
at the Joliet club.  The only problem was 
he uses a Futaba radio system with no 
model match, and the transmitter was 
set to a different airplane.  Once he was 

airborne, he realized his mistake! 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

 

Bestitched 

 

Embroidery & Imprinting 

Phone: 708.754.9070 

Fax: 708.754.9090 

 

410 Ashland Ave.  

Suite 100 

Chicago Heights, Il. 60411 

 

Find us on the Web at 

bestiched.com 

http://www.strictlyrc.net
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Warbird Day, held Sunday, July 24 was 
well-attended, enjoyable and eventful! 
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 Volume 114,                   The Safe Shop News    By: Don Sobbe 

What is the Best Color for Sunglasses? 

The answer to this on depends on what you are trying to 
do with the sunglasses.  Usually, the answer is gray.  But 
sometimes it is yellow and other times it might be some 
other color.  I’ll explain why gray and yellow might be 

good choices. 

Gray is the best choice if you want to see the colors of 
things in the most natural and accurate way. All gray 
sunglasses do is remove some of the light of all wave-
lengths (colors) in equal amounts. It is exactly like just 
making the light on things a bit less bright. That helps us 
to see better on very bright sunny days when there is 

actually a bit too much light for our eyes. It will also 
make the contrast that we see less (not desirable for 
flying). Contrast is the difference we see between bright 
and dark places in a scene. That is one reason it is not a 

good idea to wear sunglasses when it is dark (or over-
cast). Our eyes are already working hard and the con-

trast we see is low; adding sunglasses then only makes 
it harder to see anything at all. 

Gray sunglasses make a scene less bright and keep the 
colors looking nice. So why would anyone choose yellow 

sunglasses? It turns out that yellow glasses can actually 
help us to see more contrast and detail in a scene. They 
do this by removing the blue light. Blue light is the most 
difficult for our eyes to focus and that makes blue things 
look a bit blurry. Blue light is also scattered a lot by the 
air and water in the atmosphere and that reduces con-
trast, or our ability to see things. Thus, if we remove the 

blue light with yellow glasses, we are removing the light 
that is scattered around a lot in the world and the light 
that is focused the most poorly by our eyes. The result is 
a sharper and more contrasting image. That is often 
helpful for athletes (and flyers) trying to perform well in 
bright light. Also, the increase in contrast actually gives 

us the perception that things are brighter, even though 
the glasses have actually removed some light. 

July Show and Tell    By: Greg Stevens 

We were a little light with show and tell in July, with 
Ron Wegrzyn (shown at right) being the only one.  
Ron brought in his new E-Flight Carbon Z Cub.  This 
is a beautiful foamy sporting an 84.6”wingspan com-

plete with working flaps.  It comes with a 50 size, 
brushless electric motor, powered by a 6 cell, 22.2 v 
3300 mAh battery pack.  The color scheme is blue 

and white out of the box and really looks nice in the 
air.  Ron says he has ordered 12 of these so far this 
year and finally got to keep one for him.  With 
floats, it sells for around $480.00. 

Winner! 

Mike Zubik was July’s grand prize winner.  He 
had his choice of planes and is shown at left with 
his chosen prize, the VQ Models, AM6 Japanese 

Zero ARF.  Hopefully Mike can get this one ready 
for our War Bird Day and show us how it’s done! 



 

 

meeting. 

Other than that, we’ve just been having fun flying.  Our 

Saturday float flys continue to see good turn outs and, if 

you haven’t tried float flying, it’s a blast and puts a 
whole new perspective on flying from water versus land.  
If you don’t have a float plane, possibly now is your 
chance.  We’re raffling off a Fly-Zone Beaver this month 
at our meeting.  So stop on by for a chance to win this 
brand new plane that’s just been released. 

As we’re already into August we have a lot planned with 

four events.  Our Saturday Float Flys will continue at 
Twin Lakes on August 2nd and 16th.  Don’t forget, the 
16th is a special float fly honoring American Veterans 
with all proceeds going toward the Wounded Warrior 
Project as sanctioned by the AMA.  Our annual Cub Fun 
Fly will be hosted on August 24th to celebrate National 

Model Aviation Day.  As with last year, we opened this 

up to all tail draggers so come on out for a friendly and 
spirited competition.  And finally, the last Saturday in 
August will see our annual Labor Day Float fly.   

This past Sunday saw a good crowd turn out for our an-
nual War Bird Day.  The weather saw beautiful blue 
skies with puffy white clouds.  I’d like to thank Frank 

and the Trupes family who once again provided lunch 
for all the pilots and the coordination of collecting the 
fees and keeping things running.  Thanks Frank!  As the 
day wore on it turned a little breezy but all in all a great 
day of fun and flying (as long as you weren’t flying a 
Corsair).  For some reason the day was not kind to Cor-
sairs as two giant scale Corsairs met their fate.   

Tom Lustig was piloting his beautiful new giant scale 
Corsair which we’ve seen him fly a couple of times this 

year.  Unfortunately, a mechanical/design issue struck 
the bird during a high speed run and tragedy ensued.  
We always say that Tom “flies the wings off his planes, 
he is so good.  Unfortunately for Tom, how true this 

statement turned out to be. 

During a low level pass from east to west and after com-
pleting one roll and beginning a second, it seemed to all 
onlookers that the wings separated from the fuselage.  

As this happened, the fuselage, traveling at a high rate 
of speed plunged into the runway and careened straight 
toward the pits and many observers. 

As you know, when Tom flies, everyone wants to watch, 

so fortunately everyone had their eyes towards his 
plane.  As the fuselage slammed into the asphalt, every-
one yelled “look out” and scattered to not be hit by the 
shrapnel and plane parts that came shredding off the 
plane toward the crowd.  Fortunately for everyone 
watching in the pits, the taller grass and split rail fence 
did its job.  The fuselage creamed into the fence with 

such a force that it actually broke the bottom rail in two.  
If it hadn’t been for the fence the fuselage would have 
continued into the pit area taking out several planes in 
its path.  

Fortunately, no one was seriously injured during this 
incident, and this goes to show that none of us are im-

mune from accident.   Unfortunately, for Tom, this was 
an unforeseen malfunction somewhere in the air frame 

that caused the plane to crash.  Let’s face it, there are 
times when our hobby can be extremely dangerous and 
this is why we keep preaching to everyone to heed safe-
ty warnings and abide by the rules to stay well behind 
the pilot stations and not, for any reason, be beyond the 

safety barrier while someone is flying.   

Be safe and until next time. 

 

 

(The Mustang Minute, Continued from page 1) 

August Raffle Grand Prize 
Flyzone  DHC-2 Beaver 

Gooney! 
There was a very close race this month for Gooney Bird, 
including four nominations.  Chris Baker managed to 
walk away with it, even though he wasn’t at the meeting 
(Rumor has it he was too scared!)  This time he was 
awarded the Gooney for taking his new twin engine Bris-
tol Blenheim (See June Dope Can for photo) out for its 

maiden flight at the Joliet club.  The only problem was he 
uses a Futaba radio system with no model match, and 
the transmitter was set to a different airplane.  Once he 
was airborne, he realized his mistake!  Fortunately, he 
was able to recover enough to flop in the grass with min-
imal damage.   



 

 

We have been flying off the water 
since April on the first and third Satur-

days of each month and will continue 

thru Sept.21st.  We’ve had good 
weather and good turn outs at all the 

float flys this year and are hoping to 

continue that trend.  In August we will 
have 3 Float Flys.  The first is the nor-

mal Saturday Float Fly on August 2nd 

and then 2 big ones on August 16th 
and 30th. The 16th is in honor of Na-

tional Aviation Day and all proceeds 

will go to the Wounded Warrior Pro-
ject.  Then on August 30th is the Annu-

al Labor Day Float Fly.  We will finish 

with 2 more in September and then 
start planning for next year. So come 

on out and fly off the water at Twin 

Lakes right here in Oak Forest at 167th 
and Cicero! 

Join Us at Our Float Flys!    By: Ron Wegrzyn 



 

 

2014 SAC OFFICERS 

President Greg Stevens 815.463.9044 

Vice President Bob Stroz 708.990.6269  

Safety Officer (Aircraft) Chuck Fritz 708.259.7928 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Mike Zubik 708.945.4548 

Secretary Sam Helmich 815.464.0048 

Treasurer Dale Thome 815.469.1944 

Board Member Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.798.7242 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Sam Helmich  Planes 815.464.0048 

Chuck Fritz Planes 708.259.7928 

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

(708) 747-4000 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 2014 

     Dues: $55 (Regular)    $10 (under 18)              **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you.  Emailed copies and paper copies 

picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________   AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________       Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:       

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________            Phone: (        ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note:  The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website.  If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s).  Example:    Email: ____________ 

   
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 

Dale Thome,  21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 

  


