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Above and at Left 
 

SAC members and guests enjoy the 
2014 SAC Banquet held Sunday, 
February 23 at Chef Klaus’ Bier 

Stube in Frankfort. 
 

Center 
 

Entertainment Included! 
 

Below 
 

OK, so some members enjoyed the 
banquet more than others! 

By: Greg Stevens 

Banquet coverage continues on Page 2 
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Over 100 Ready to Fly 

ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  

The store is now twice as big! 
(708) 597-4197  

“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!” 

GENTLE JUNGLE 

   

Strictly RC 

“Your 

Hobby Store 

Headquarters” 

 

7713 W. Lawrence 

Norridge, IL 

(708) 456-9100 

www.strictlyrc.net 

 

Suburban Aero Club of Chicago  
Minutes of 

General Monthly Meeting 
 February 13, 2014 

At the VFW club in Tinley Park, IL. 
Sam Helmich, Secretary. 

 

Meeting called to order at: 7:10 pm, 
by Board Member Ron Wegrzyn in ab-
sence of President Stevens. There were 
39 members present. There was 1 new 
member, Ken Burmeister. 

Reports by Committees or Officers:  

Secretary Minutes:  By Sam Helmich.   
A motion to accept the minutes as print-

ed in The Dope Can was made by Ken 
and seconded by Mike Zubik. Motion car-
ried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  By Dale Thorne.   
A motion to accept the treasures report 

as read was made by Bob Haas and se-
conded by Bob Stroz . Motion Carried. 

Safety Officers: 

Planes  Pete Dennis nothing to report  

Heli’s  Mike Zubik,nothing to report. 

Field:  Nothing to report 

Future Events: 

SAC Banquet will be Feb 23 at Chef Klaus 
in Frankfort at 20827 S LaGrange Rd, at 
5pm.  $25 per person reservation and 
menu choices are due today. 

Swap meet at Fox Valley. Feb 22nd. Swap 
to you drop at Dupage Fair Grounds on 
4/19. 

Unfinished Business: 
Web Site is up and operational.  
The address is  

http://www.suburbanaeroclub.com.  
The password to the member’s area will 
be emailed out to all 2014 members. 

Some discussion on logon issues and 
suggestions. 

New Business: None 

Meeting Adjourned at:  8:50 pm 

1551 S. 94th Ave.. 

Orland Park, IL. 60462 

Phone: 

708.349.(TOYS)8697 

Fax 

708.349.4001 

Website 

www.hobbytown.com/ilop 

Email 

htusaopil@sbcglobal.net 

Please support 

our Sponsors! 

    February 2014 Meeting Minutes 

By Sam Helmich 
    Secretary 

Homer Glen Electric Flyers Schedule 

15711 Bell Road, Homer Glen, IL 60491 
All dates are Fridays, 7 to 9:30 PM 

Mar 7 & 14, April 4, 11 & 25 

2014 Banquet—Continued from Page 1 
 
Last week we held our annual banquet 
at Chef Klaus’ Bier Stubbe.  A huge 

thank you to Dale Thome for organizing 
it this year and collecting all the money 
and food orders, and to Ron Wegrzyn 
for running around and getting the gift 
cards for the ladies.  For the members 
and guests that showed up a fun time 

was had by all.  There was plenty of 

good camaraderie and beer flowing to 
keep everyone satisfied and the food 
was absolutely fantastic.  The pork 
chops were as big as my thigh. 
 
Congratulations go out to Debbie Li-

catesi, wife of Joe, and Mary Kay 
Helmich, wife of Sam, for winning the 
raffle for the Visa gift cards to spend as 
they choose.  Bestitched donated sever-

al SAC logo items this year.  Winners of 
the items included Ron who won the 
SAC jacket, Mike Zubik for winning the 
SAC hat, Fred Burmeister for winning 
the SAC fanny pack, Ed Henschel for 
winning the SAC sweatshirt and Phil 

Arnold for winning the SAC tote bag.   

 
The last bit of news from the evening 
was, if you haven’t heard, Bob Stroz 
was fixed up with an incredibly beautiful 
fräulein whom I hear rumors that he’s 
now dating.  Way to go Bob!!  

 

Get Smart!    Avoid Crashes! 

Attend SAC University  

Special Session follows March Meeting 
 

Immediately following the SAC meeting on March 13, Bob Stroz will show an educa-
tional video on the proper installation and use of receivers in models.  This will be a 
great source of tips to increase the reliability of your planes.  Don’t miss it! 

http://www.strictlyrc.net
http://www.suburbanaeroclub.com
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                                                                               President                   The Mustang Minute 

 

 

Hopefully by the time you’re 
reading this there might be a 
glimmer of hope that the 

snow has melted and things have begun to warm up, 
but then again the way this winter been going, probably 
not.  If you were at last month’s meeting I showed up 
late because of family commitments.  Thanks a bunch 

to Ron Wegrzyn who ran the meeting in my absence 
and the rest of the guys for keeping things running 
smoothly.  

From the world of the internet and social media, here’s 
some exciting news. Jared Bachman is doing a terrific 
job of setting up our new website and, as a result, Ed 

Henschel has volunteered his time to help our club 
take it to the next level.  As I said when we began this 
endeavor several months ago, our website is a work in 
process that will be tweaked here and there with new 
additions and more bells and whistles added as we 
move forward.  Jared and Ed are continuing to make it 
more interactive by keeping abreast of new and upcom-

ing events, adding more archived SAC photos in the 
member’s area and, the best part, linking all of our 
sponsors so they can advertise and run specials on our 
web page. 

More big news is that Ed has set us up with our very 

own club Face Book page. Believe me, I’m not a 
“techie”, maybe somewhat of a geek, but definitely not 

a “techie”.   In the past, I haven’t been one to jump on 
the whole social media craze, but it’s the way of the 
world now and we need to be a part of it. Ed has set up 
a group Face Book site allowing a location to post pic-
tures and events, and to create verbal communication 

and interaction among our members.  This is set up as 

a club page which is open to anyone that has made con-
tact with a SAC member.  As a result anyone interested 
in SAC can go to this page and request they be added.   

By doing this, anyone who flies at our field can contrib-
ute, as well as prospective new members interested in 
learning more about SAC or flying in general can go and 
get more information and help.  Like our web page, it’s 
a tool for learning more about members and the club.  
Hopefully, we can make this an interesting resource as 
well as a great social tool.  I’m sure we’ll have many 

questions at the next meeting and that Ed will be happy 
to help with them.  I’ve talked to him about doing a 
quick tutorial at one of our upcoming meetings to give 
everyone a lesson on how to use the site.  To view 
what’s been posted to date just log on to 
www.facebook.com and then do a search for Suburban 

AeroClub of Chicago and it should take you straight to 
the page. 

In addition, if you haven’t been to our web page lately, 
take a look at www.suburbanaeroclub.com and check 
out what’s new.  As I said, I’m new to the whole social 
media thing and learning as we go, but from what I’ve 
seen so far it’s pretty cool and a super easy way to 

communicate with one another. 

In other news, if you weren’t at last month’s meeting 
you probably didn’t hear that the first float fly event 
scheduled for April 21st had to be scrapped because of a 
little conflict called Easter.  Oh well, mistakes happen.  
When we were all checking our events calendar, none of 
us realized the conflict…oops, my apologies.    Because 

of this we are postponing the first float fly for the sea-

son until Saturday, May 3rd.  The snow should be off the 
ground by then, the lake may still be frozen but the 
show will go on.   

Be safe and fly straight. 

Social Media 
is Here! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bestitched 

 

Embroidery & Imprinting 

Phone: 708.754.9070 

Fax: 708.754.9090 

 

410 Ashland Ave.  

Suite 100 

Chicago Heights, Il. 60411 

 

Find us on the Web at 

bestiched.com 

Notes of Thanks 

SAC would like to thank Neal Miller (former SAC VP) and Fred Vanick for a 
recent donation to our club.  They donated airplanes and miscellaneous items 

which you may see in Bob’s corner, at the October SAC auction, or at swap 

meets where proceeds will go to the club.  One plane was sold at the recent 
Fox Valley Swap that numerous members attended.  The $100.00 will go into 
the SAC accounts.   Neal said we may see him out at the field this year.  So 
once again thanks to Neal and Fred for this generous donation. 

SAC would also like to thank Bestitched, one of our great sponsors, for do-
nating several SAC logo items which were used as raffle prizes at our recent 

banquet.  Items included a SAC jacket, stocking hat, fanny pack, document 
case and a sweat shirt.  Thank you Bestitched for the generous donation. 

http://www.facebook.com
http://www.suburbanaeroclub.com


Page 4 

 Volume 114, Issue 3      February Show and Tell    By: Greg  Stevens 

Rick Towner brought in his scratch-built Piper J-3 Cub 
for February’s show and tell.  This cub has some neat 
local history.  It was scratch built by Mehlin Smith, who 
was a dentist with an office in Oak Forest.  As a boy, 

he loved building scratch-built models, especially mod-
el airplanes.  His models were so detailed that at age 
20 he was featured on the cover of a modeling maga-
zine.  Apparently, because he loved to work with his 
hands and loved the detail, he entered a profession 
where the same skill set came into play, dentistry.  Dr. 
Smith passed away in December of 2011 and Rick was 

able to secure the plane.  Frank Trupes mentioned at 
the meeting the plane brought back memories of laying 
back and looking up at the Cub while getting drilled! 
It’s powered with an O.S. nitro engine, has a 70” wing-

span and is controlled with four servos to operate it’s 
tail feathers.  Rick says that it’s been on display for 

many, many years in Dr. Smith’s dentist office and 
needs some tender loving restoration.  His hope is to 
soon restore it to flying condition. 

The Do’s and Don’ts of LiPo Batteries 

 

 

February Meeting Winners! 
 

Frank Trupes (below, left) won the February grand raffle prize, a ready to fly Alpha .40 trainer.  Frank, will you be 
able to handle this baby?  Congratulations! 

Stan Dzieciolowski (below, center) won February’s medium-sized prize, a nice Ernst Ultra Stand.  This is a great, 
easy to assemble plane stand for the model shop.  Congratulations Stan! 

Donovan Houlihan (below, right) was the winner of an impromptu contest Bob Stroz set up to see who could com-
plete as many simulator take offs and landings as possible in a limited amount of time.  Donovan actually beat out 

Tom Lustig and Ron Wegrzyn for the grand prize.  Nice job, Donovan!   



 

Page 5 

 Volume 114,                          The Safe Shop News 

The Dos and Don’ts of LiPo Batteries 
 

DO: Use a charger that is specifically designed to charge 
Li-Po batteries. Using chargers that are not LiPo-specific 
can be an extreme fire hazard. 

DO: Charge LiPo batteries without the worry of cycling 
or discharging them first.  These batteries don't develop 
memory or voltage depression characteristics like Ni-

Cads.  

DO: Store LiPo batteries at least partially charged. LiPo 
batteries will maintain their performance levels over 
time, even during non-use, much better than Ni-Cads, 
and there's no need to cycle them. 

DON'T: Fully discharge your LiPo battery pack. Most 
electronic speed controls have a voltage cutoff that will 

prevent over-discharging the battery, but were designed 
for Ni-Cd & Ni-MH batteries. Be sure that your ESC fea-
tures the proper LiPo cut off voltage of 3V per cell (6V 
for 2-cell packs, 9V for 3-cell packs and so on). Dis-
charging a LiPo cell beyond its critical minimum voltage 
will cause damage to the battery. 

DON'T: Short a LiPo pack for even an instant.  That can 
cause damage to the battery. Whether the pack has 
been shorted when new, while adding or changing the 
connector, when fully charged or fully discharged, the 
pack should not be charged without extreme caution. Be 
sure to take care when soldering connectors and during 
handling or charging to prevent shorts. 

DON'T: Place a damaged battery in your car or house 

immediately after a crash.  It's possible that a chemical 
reaction can take place in the damaged battery that 
could cause a fire. Put the battery in a safe place for at 

least one hour. 

"C" or "current" rating indicates the maximum recom-
mended average discharge current for that pack and is 
used to help you determine the maximum discharge 
rate. To determine the maximum discharge rate, multi-
ply the "C" rating by the pack capacity (i.e. 1900mAh 
cell x 6C rating = maximum discharge rate of 11,400mA 

or 11.4A). 

The "S" number indicates the number of cells in series. 
For instance, 2S indicates a 2 series (2-cell) pack.  LiPo 
packs are available in 2- and 3-cell varieties (Thunder 
Power packs are also available in 4-cell and 5-cell mod-

els). Each cell in the pack has a nominal voltage of 3.7V 

and multi-cell packs are wired in series.  Thus the nomi-
nal voltage of the packs is as follows: 

2-cell pack = 7.4V 

3-cell pack = 11.1V 

4-cell pack = 14.8V 

5-cell pack = 18.5V 

March Raffle Grand Prize  
 
 

Choose one of these 46 Size All-Wood ARF’s from VQ Models!   
Clockwise from right are A6M5 Zero, FW-190 and P-51D VooDoo.  

All are suitable for either nitro or electric power. 
 

And lots of other good prizes, too ! 

For more safety tips, attend SAC University ses-
sion immediately following March meeting. 

Details on Page 2. 



2014 SAC OFFICERS 

President Greg Stevens 815.463.9044 

Vice President Bob Stroz 708.990.6269  

Safety Officer (Aircraft) Pete Dennis 708-207-4601 

Safety Officer (Helicopters) Mike Zubik 708.945.4548 

Secretary Sam Helmich 815.464.0048 

Treasurer Dale Thome 815.469.1944 

Board Member Ron Wegrzyn 708.478.8858 

SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 

Ron Wegrzyn Planes 708.478.8858 

Mike Gulick Planes 708.479.4842 

Dan Pesek Planes 708.423.2710 

John Kallend Multi-rotor 708.798.7242 

Robert Stroz Planes/Heli’s 708.990.6269 

Sam Helmich  Planes 815.464.0048 

Tim Agee Planes 708-878-0290  

 

 
Ambulance Service 

Dial 911 and request help “at the flying 

field located on Cicero between Floss-

moor and Vollmer Roads” 

Saint James Hospital 

20201 Crawford Ave 

Olympia Fields 

(708) 747-4000 

FLYING FIELD EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, first aid materials and fire extinguishers. 

Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine 
what can be done to prevent re-occurrences 

Emergency information signs are posted at the field. 

Advocate South Suburban Hospital 

17800 Kedzie Ave 

Hazel Crest 

(708) 799-8000 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 2014 

     Dues: $55 (Regular)    $10 (under 18)              **Mailing Fee for Dope Can: $5  

**Required only if you want paper copies of Dope Can newsletters mailed to you.  Emailed copies and paper copies 

picked up at monthly meetings are provided free. 

Name (Please print): ________________________________   AMA No.: ____________________ 

Date of Birth: ________________________       Email: ___________________________________ 

Are you a Veteran?:       

Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ________________________________            Phone: (        ) __________________ 

  ________________________________ 

  ________________________________ 

Please Note:  The club roster including names, AMA numbers and contact information will be available to  
members in the password-protected section of the club website.  If you wish any of your information excluded from that 
site, please indicate above by circling the identifier for the item(s).  Example:    Email: ____________ 

   
Bring this form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 

Dale Thome,  21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 

  


